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CHAPTER  I. 

James  arose  next  morning  at  eight  o'clock. 
He  now  began  to  reflect  on  the  occurrences 
of  yesterday,  and  thought  that  he  had  rather 
overacted  his  part  with  Palydor  ;  but,  as  that 
gentleman  was  very  inquisitive,  and  wished 
to  know  what  could  not  well  be  disclosed, 
James  conceived  himself  justified  for  having 
acted  in  the  manner  represented.  Nay,  from 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  been  at  first  in- 
troduced into  Palydor's  house,  and  from  the 
extraordinary    utrage  committed  by  his  sons 
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in  stripping  and  dressing  him  against  his  will, 
he  considered  it  proper  to  suppress  the  know- 
ledge of  his  real  character,  while  he  explicitly 
declared  that  he  was  not  Le  Grand.  And, 
with  regard  to  the  deception  which  he  had 
practised,  he  neither  blamed  Paly  dor  for  it, 
as  he  himself  had  agreed  to  the  scheme,  nor 
his  sons,  when  he  knew  that  they  had  acted 
through  mistake.  Such  were  the  reasons  that 
James  alleged  in  defence  of  his  late  conduct ; 
and  they  appeared  to  him  satisfactory,  since 
they  preserved  the  mysterious  nature  of  his 
character,  and  the  particular  purpose  for 
which  he  travelled,  an  inviolable  secret. 

James  now  came  down  to  breakfast,  during 
which,  Paly  dor  and  the  ladies  still  seemed 
very  anxious  to  know  how  he  came  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  a  strolling  fiddler ;  while  Don- 
na Mercia  felt  a  little  disconcerted  at  this  in- 
telligence, till  at  last  she  ventured  to  address 
him  in  the  following  words  : — 

"  Don  Paterna,  my  father,  has  informed 
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me,  that  you  are  no  relation  of  this  musician  ; 
how,  then,  comes  it  that  he  should  have 
found  you  in  this  house  ?'' 

"  Upon  my  word,  Donna  Mercia,'^  answer- 
ed James,  "  it  is  really  more  than  I  know 
myself."" 

''  And  is  he  a  stranger  also  ?" 

"  He  is/' 

"  And  is  he  to  remain  long  in  Cadiz  ?" 

"  I  do  not  know." 

"  Does  he  come  from  Logrona  ?'" 

"  He  does.'' 

"  Did  you  know  him  there  ?" 

'•  I  did." 

"  Did  you  travel  from  Logrona  with  him  ?" 

"  I  did  not." 

In  answer  to  these,  and  many  similar  ques- 
tions, James  used  a  monosyllable  oftener  than 
he  had  done  in  all  his  travels  ;  as  he  did  not 
choose  to  give  any  more  explanation  than 
what  was  conveyed  in  this  affirmative  and 
negative  manner. 
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Palydor  himself  finding  it  impossible  to 
make  any  thing  of  his  unknown  guest,  order- 
ed his  carriage,  and  drove  out  without  saying 
a  word.  James  was  now  left  in  the  room 
with  all  the  female  part  of  the  family,  who 
again  requested,  in  plain  words,  to  know  who 
he  was  ?  To  this  question,  put  by  all  the 
ladies,  James  replied,  by  thus  addressing  the 
mother : — 

"  Donna  Palydor,  I  am  not  at  liberty  to 
give  you  the  information  which  you  desire. 
I  came  to  see  the  city  of  Cadiz  in  a  dress 
which  I  assumed  for  that  purpose;  and,  whilel 
acknowledge  your  civility  and  kind  attention, 
I  request,  as  a  favour,  that  you  would  pro- 
cure for  me  the  clothes  which  were  taken  from 
me  at  Don  Selino's ;  and,  at  a  future  period, 
I  may  perhaps  inform  you  who  I  am,  and  for 
what  I  travel/' 

Donna  Palydor  was  so  well  pleased  with 
the  polite  manner  in  which  our  hero  delivered 
this   flattering   address,   that  she   begged  a 
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thousand  pardons  for  asking  any  improper 
questions,  apologized  by  saying  that  it  was 
the  custom  of  the  place,  and  requested  James 
to  promise  that  he  would  see  them  again  be- 
fore returning  home. 

James  assured  her  that  he  would  ;    upon 
which  she  ordered  a  servant  to  go  to  Don  Se- 
lino's,  and  bring  the  gentleman's  clothes  imme- 
diately.    This  order  was  speedily  executed ; 
so  that  James,  on  putting  on  his  old  habili- 
ments, was  once  more  in  rags.     On  coming 
down  stairs,    he   observed   the   parlour-door 
open,  and  went  in.     Donna  Mercia  fainted  at 
the  sight  of  him  in  this  wretched  attire,  while 
her  sisters  called  out  for  assistance ;  and  James 
took  the  opportunity,  in   the  midst  of  this 
bustle,  to  open  the  outer  door,  and  escape  to 
the  street. 

In  this  manner  were  two  days  spent  by 
James  in  the  city  of  Cadiz,  during  which 
he  had  seen  persons  of  the  first  rank,  as 
Don  Palydor  was  one  of  the  richest  in  the 


6    THE  ECCENTRIC  TRAVELLER. 

whole  place.  But  he  was  unwilling  to  put 
that  gentleman"'s  family  to  farther  trouble  on 
his  account ;  for  he  was  persuaded  that,  if 
Donna  Palydor  knew  his  situation  a  week  be- 
fore, when  he  lay  in  a  barn,  and  had  been 
raised  from  his  couch  of  straw  by  a  watering- 
pan,  she  would  faint  as  well  as  her  daughters 
at  the  thought  of  it ; — and  therefore  he  was 
glad  to  escape  from  the  house,  lest,  by  re- 
maining, Gorilla  should  again  call  on  him,  and 
divulge  secrets  that  he  did  not  wish  to  be 
known. 

Besides,  James  came  to  see  the  poverty, 
not  the  riches,  of  the  place ;  and  he  knew 
that  in  Cadiz,  as  in  most  other  places,  few 
people  had  any  thing  to  spare ; — while,  from 
the  generous  and  opulent,  he  did  not  come 
to  beg.  He  was  independent  of  any  one 
as  long  as  he  could  work  ;  and,  therefore, 
what  did  it  signify  to  him  whether  persons 
were  rich  or  poor,  or  whether  their  dishes 
were  of  gold  or  copper  ?  He  coveted  no  man''s 
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riches,  neither  did  he  envy  any  one  the  enjoy- 
ment of  them.  But,  although  every  one  will 
be  ready  to  give  our  traveller  credit  for  his 
independent  spirit,  yet  many  may  be  apt  to 
blame  him  for  his  mysterious  conduct  towards 
Don  Palydor''s  family ; — although  it  was  ex- 
cusable, not  only  for  the  reasons  already  men- 
tioned, but  also  because  he  intended  to  ex- 
plain it  at  a  future  opportunity. 

When  Palydor  and  his  two  sons  had  joined 
the  family  at  dinner,  Don  Dacre  inquired  for 
Le  Grand,  and  was  answered  by  a  laugh  from 
them  all,  except  himself  and  his  brother. 

"  I  ask  again,*"  said  Dacre,  "  what  has  be- 
come of  Le  Grand  ?  has  he  gone  out  to  din- 
ner ?" 

"  He  has  gone  another  road,"  replied  his 
mother  ;  "  and  who,  think  you,  that  man 
is?'^ 

"  Is  !"  answered  Don  Dacre ; — "  who  is 
our  friend  Don  Alvez  ! — What  do  you  mean 
by  that  ?'' 
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"  I  tell  you,"  said  Don  Palydor,  "  the 
person  whom  you  suppose  to  be  our  worthy 
friend,  Don  Alvez  le  Grand,  is  a  strolling 
player  !*" 

''  What  do  you  mean  by  this  ?''  said  the 
youngest  son,  equally  surprised. 

''  I  mean,"  replied  his  father,  "  that  this 
man  is  not  Le  Grand : — you  are  two  fools, 
who  know  nothing  of  the  world ;  that  man, 
whoever  he  is,  could  buy  and  sell  you  ten 
times  in  an  hour ;  but  who  he  is,  remains  a 
mystery  to  us  all,  and  to  every  one, — now  that 
he  has  been  dressed  in  his  proper  habit,  and 
sent  back  again  into  the  world."" 

Upon  this  disclosure,  the  two  young  gentle- 
men knew  not  where  to  look,  or  what  to  say ; 
and  acknowledged  themselves  to  be  arrant 
simpletons  by  mistaking  an  itinerant  fiddler 
in  rags  for  their  transatlantic  friend,  who  was 
not  likely  to  visit  Spain  in  so  miserable  a 
plight ; — so  that,  on  considering  all  the  cir- 
cumstances   of    the    case,    they   were   quite 


CABIZ.  9 

ashamed  of  their  egregious  credulity,  and 
begged  that  the  family  would  not,  on  ac- 
count of  it,  expose  them  to  the  ridicule  of 
their  friends,  but  suffer  the  whole  affair  to 
sink  into  oblivion. 

James  was  now,  a  second  time,  alone  in  the 
city  of  Cadiz,  without  knowing  a  living  crea- 
ture in  it,  except  Gorilla,  whom  he  had  lost, 
and  knew  not  where  to  find.  He  wander- 
ed up  and  down  the  streets  till  it  became 
dark  ;  and,  as  he  passed  the  Alameda  about 
twelve  o'clock  at  night,  a  gentleman,  who 
seemed  to  have  been  out  at  dinner,  came 
reeling  against  him,  and  overset  him ;  so 
that  both  were  left  sprawling  together  on  the 
pavement. 

"  Beg  your  pardon,"  said  the  gentleman  ; 
"  the  fact,  is,  sir,  I  have  this  day  dined  with 
Don  Polydius,  the  famous  physician ;  you 
know  him  well,  I  suppose  ?" 

*'  I  do  not,"  answered  James. 

"  That's   very  singular  ;    let   me   see  ;  — 

A  2 
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(looking  up  to  James,  laughing,)— and  who 
the  d — 1  are  you  ?" 

"  You  had  better  rise,  sir,"  said  James. 

"  I  cannot  rise ;  but,  I  tell  you,  we  had 
Don  Polydius,  and  all  the  first  people  in  the 
city,  at  dinner  ;  for,  you  know,  I  associate 
only  with  r-especlahles.  'Tis  a  depraved  taste 
to  follow  after  clubs  and  associations  of  the 
low  and  vulgar ;  the  first  company's  the  thing, 
my  boy.  You  see  plainly,  that  I  am  as 
sober  and  collected  as  if  I  had  not  tasted 
a  glass;  although  there's  no  doubt  that  I 
have  drunk  the  greater  part  of  half  a  dozen 
of  claret."*' 

"  Come,'"  replied  James,  "  we  had  better  get 
up  ;  people  may  be  passing,  and,  if  they  see 
you  and  me  sitting  on  the  pavement  in  this 
awkward  posture,  what  will  they  think  ?''' 

«'  Think  ! — why,  they'll  only  think  that 
we're  wise  men  ;  for  'tis  better  to  sit  here,  and 
enjoy  a  rational  conversation,  than  to  get  up 
and  knock  down  your  neighbour.     I  know 
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well  I  have  got  a  quantum  siifficit  ;  but, 
what's  very  extraordinary,  I  cannot  stand,-*— 
I  know  it ;— Pm  as  drunk  as  an  owl,  and  yet  I 
can  discourse  on  any  subject.  I  am  never  hap- 
pier in  my  verses  than  when  I'm  in  this  state  !'' 

James,  from  the  conclusion  of  his  neigh- 
bour's speech,  naturally  concluded  that  he 
was  a  poet,— and,  with  much  difficulty,  at 
last  set  him  on  his  feet,  when  he  made  a 
run  that  nearly  plunged  them  both  in  the 
gutter." 

"  Will  you  favour  me  with  your  name, 
sir  ?"  said  James. 

'^  My  name,  sir,"  replied  he,  "  is  Don 
Statius  de  Carridor,  as  much  famed  and  re- 
nowned as  any  one  you  know  ;  but,  you  see, 
sir,"— (reeling  against  him)—*'  you  see,  sir, 
I'm  not  just  so  correct  as  I  ought  to  be." 

James,  perceiving  that  Don  Statius  was  so 
much  inebriated  as  to  be  incapable  of  walk- 
ing, readily  offered  to  conduct  him  home ; 
and,  accordingly,  after  they  had  turned  the 
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corners  of  two  or  three  streets,  the  latter  stop- 
^d,  saying,— 

"  This  is  my  house ;  I  am  obhged  by  your 
kindness, — it  shall  be  rewarded ;" — then,  put- 
ting his  hand  in  his  pocket,  he  offered  James 
some  money,  which  however  our  traveller 
refused. 

At  this  instant  the  door  was  opened,  when 
Statins  insisted  that  he  should  either  take  the 
money,  or  give  a  proper  reason  for  not  ac- 
cepting it.  James  declined  both ;  and,  before 
he  was  aware,  found  himself  in  an  elegant 
dining-room.  Here  was  such  a  splendid  show 
of  plate  and  china  as  he  had  never  before  wit- 
nessed,— besides  a  large  organ  and  harp,  and 
various  other  things  in  such  a  state  as  if  a 
company  had  just  left  the  house.  The  ser- 
vant was  in  green  livery,  and  seemed  to  pay 
great  attention  to  his  master, — who  was  now 
so  far  gone,  that  he  was  only  able  to  request 
that  James  would  remain  in  the  house  all 
night.     Our  traveller  consented,  and  was  ac- 
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cordingly  shewn  up  stairs  by  the  livery-ser- 
vant to  a  bed-room,  which  he  was  to  occupy. 
But  he  had  no  sooner  gone  to  bed,  than 
the  livery-servant  (who,  during  his  mas- 
ter's absence,  had  entertained  a  large  compa- 
ny that  were  still  in  the  house,)  came  up  to 
James'  bed-side,  and,  sitting  down  on  a  chair, 
gave  him  a  slap  on  the  back,  saying, — 

"  Well,  sir  !'' 

James  thought  this  familiarity  rather  too 
forward,  and  made  no  reply.  Immediately 
afterwards  a  voice  from  a  closet  inquired, — 
"  May  we  come  out  yet  ?"  and  another  from 
a  press  cried, — "  Is  he  safe  in  bed  ?" 

''  All's  safe,  my  jolly  friends,"  rephed  the 
servant ; — upon  which  fifteen  young  fellows, 
having  each  a  female  companion,  rushed  from 
their  lurking  places,  and  began  to  jump  about 
upon  the  carpet. 

The  tables  in  the  room  were  instantly  re- 
moved, and,  after  two  or  three  visits  to  Don 
Statius'  bedchamber,  to  ascertain  if  he  was 
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asleep,— two  fiddlers  came  out  of  a  dark  pan- 
try below  the  staircase, — the  door  was  bolted, 
—and  the  company  began  a  dance,  in  which 
James  was  forced  to  join,  having  the  green 
livery-man  as  his  partner.  This  was  follow- 
ed by  James  dancing  a  fandango  with  one  of 
the  females,  in  which  he  had  nearly  upset  the 
whole  party  by  losing  his  balance ;  for,  al- 
though he  kept  time,  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
dance,  in  which  he  was  thus  obliged  to  take  a 
part.  The  company,  however,  entertained 
themselves  gloriously  ;  as  wine  and  fruit  were 
handed  about  in  great  profusion,  and  the 
sport  continued  till  near  four  oVlock  in  the 
morning. 

Don  Statius  was  now  awakened  by  the  un- 
common noise  arising  from  the  dancing,  mu- 
sic, and  uproar  of  the  whole  party.  He  had, 
by  the  influence  of  a  soporific  dose  adminis- 
tered by  James,  enjoyed  a  sound  sleep ;  and 
was  now  so  much  recovered  as  to  be  capable 
of  putting  on  his  clothes,  and  proceeding  down 
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stairs,  where  he  discovered  a  scene  which,  he 
often  suspected,  was  acted  in  his  house. 

Returning  for  his  blunderbuss  and  a 
pair  of  horse-pistols,  he  slipped  down  to 
the  door,  carrying  a  wax-taper  in  the  one 
hand  and  his  gun  in  the  other,  with  the 
pistols  suspended  from  a  belt  round  his 
neck.  While  the  party  below  stairs  were  in 
the  highest  glee  in  the  midst  of  a  fandan- 
go, Don  Statius  quietly  opened  the  door  and 
peeped  in,  with  a  red  nightcap  on  his  head, 
to  see  what  was  going  on  among  his  domes- 
tics. James,  who  was  the  first  that  observed 
the  handle  of  the  door  move,  kept  his  eye 
both  on  the  closet  and  the  door ;  and  he  no 
sooner  saw  the  gun  and  red  nightcap,  than 
he  sprang  to  the  closet  and  bolted  himself  in. 
The  valet  next  perceived  his  master,  and  ran 
to  the  back  of  a  fire-screen  ;  while  every  one 
of  the  party,  equally  alarmed,  slunk  into  cor- 
ners to  hide  themselves. 

Don  Statius  now  fired  off  the  blunderbuss ; 
upon  which  the  valet  threw  the  screen  at  his 
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head,  and  some  of  the  rest  laid  him  on  the 
carpet ;  when  they  all  jumped  out  at  the 
door,  Statius  following  them  towards  the 
street.  When  every  one  was  out,  he  examin- 
ed all  parts  of  the  house,  in  which  he  only 
discovered  a  collection  of  hats,  cloaks,  and 
bonnets;  and,  having  put  out  the  candles, 
and  bolted  the  room  door,  he  went  up  stairs. 

In  the  meantime,  James  was  placed  in  a 
curious  situation,  bolted  up  in  a  closet,  from 
which  he  had  no  way  of  escape,  without  run- 
ning the  risk  of  being  shot,  if  he  ventured  to 
move ;  and  therefore  he  considered  that  the 
safest  part  he  could  act  would  be  to  remain 
quiet  till  next  morning. 

About  nine  o'clock,  he  heard  the  door 
of  the  room  open,  and  Don  Statius  enter. 
While  breakfast  was  preparing,  he  swore  ven- 
geance against  his  valet,  whom  he  had  long 
suspected  of  giving  entertainments  in  his  ab- 
sence, and  resolved  that  he  would  henceforth 
go  no  more  from  home. 

James,  during  this  dialogue  of  Don  Sta- 
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tius,  had  mounted  a  pile  of  trunks  and  boxes 
in  the  closet,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  what 
sort  of  a  figure  he  was  ;  and,  raising  himself 
up  to  a  window  over  the  door,  he  observed 
that  gentleman  in  his  red  nightcap,  loose  bed- 
gown, and  yellow  slippers,  together  with  a  pair 
of  pistols  on  the  table ; — while  he  continued  to 
vent  threats  against  every  one  that  should 
henceforth  attempt  to  disturb  his  house. 

After  a  complete  volley  of  menaces  and 
imprecations,  Don  Statius  sat  down  to  break- 
fast, and  was  pouring  out  a  cup  of  cof- 
ee,  when,  unluckily  for  James,  the  trunks 
on  which  he  stood  gave  way,  and  rattled 
against  the  closet-door  with  a  noise  like  thun- 
der. Don  Statius  started  back,  with  the  cof- 
fee-pot in  his  hand,  fell  on  the  floor,  and  over- 
turned the  screen,  which  alighted  among  the 
china,  and  broke  it  to  pieces. 

In  the  meantime,  Don  Statius,  terrified  al- 
most to  death  by  the  noise  in  the  closet,  fled 
from  the  room,  without  venturing  to  return^ 
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and  take  away  the  pistols  that  were  lying  on 
the  table.  James  was  no  less  afraid  for  his 
safety,  and  stood  trembling  at  the  farthest 
corner  of  the  closet,  with  a  trunk  before  him, 
expecting  every  moment  to  be  fired  at,  and 
shot  dead  on  the  spot.  But,  after  remaining 
half  an  hour  in  this  position,  he  ventured  to 
put  up  another  scaffolding,  and  got  a  peep  of 
the  room,  whereby  he  discovered  that  the  pis- 
tols, coffee,  and  breakfast  articles,  still  remain- 
ed untouched.  He  now  thought  of  making 
his  escape ;  but,  rather  than  run  any  risk  of 
being  shot  at  in  making  his  way  out  of  the 
house,  he  waited  two  hours  more  in  the  closet ; 
after  which,  as  j^obody  appeared,  he  ventured 
to  unbar  it  and  come  out. 

Having  examined  the  stair  and  every  part 
of  the  lower  flat,  he  found  that  all  was  quiet ; 
although  the  street-door  was  locked,  and  thus 
a  fresh  cause  of  fear  for  his  safety  was  excit- 
ed ; — ^but,  as  his  first  alarm  had  now  subsided, 
and  as  he  determined  to  make  his  escape  in 
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some  way  or  another,  he  examined  the  win- 
dows, which,  to  his  mortification,  he  found 
immoveable. 

Having  tasted  nothing  since  the  day  before, 
he  now  began  to  partake  of  the  remnant  of 
Don  Statius"*  breakfast,  after  securing  the 
room- door ;  and  was  enjoying  himself  in  this 
manner,  when  he  perceived  the  house  beset 
by  a  band  of  men.  Upon  the  appearance  of 
this  formidable  body,  Don  Statius,  who  was 
now  up  stairs,  became  so  alarmed,  that  he 
clambered  over  a  back-window ;  and,  re- 
pairing to  the  police-office,  where  he  stated 
his  case,  he  at  last,  though  with  some  diffi- 
culty, obtained  a  warrant  to  enter  his  own 
house  and  arrest  the  thieves.  But,  as  the 
door  was  locked  in  the  inside,  he  could  not 
open  it ;  and  therefore  it  was  found  necessary 
to  procure  ladders,  from  which  two  or  three 
police-men  entered  the  house  by  the  front- 
windows,  whence  they  perceived  James  sitting 
at  his  ease,  and  pouring  out  his  coffee. 
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Our  hero  no  sooner  saw  the  police-men  at 
the  windows,  without  fire-arms,  than  he  took 
up  the  pistols,  and  cocked  them  ;  upon  which 
they  hurried  down  the  ladders,  and  immedi- 
ately disappeared. 

A  considerable  mob  had  now  collected 
around  the  house ;  while  another  party  had 
beset  the  door,  armed  with  guns,  swords,  and 
bludgeons,  who  knocked  loudly  for  instant  ad- 
mission. James,  who  could  not  refuse  admit- 
tance into  a  house  that  was  not  his  own,  threw 
open  the  door,  holding  a  cup  in  the  one  hand 
and  the  coiffee-pot  in  the  other ; — thinking 
that  this  was  as  friendly  a  signal  as  any  he 
could  give,  to  shew  them  that  he  did  not  dis- 
pute the  point. 

The  officers  of  police  told  him  that,  if  he 
would  declare  the  whole  truth  to  them,  no 
one  should  harm  him,  as  they  were  persuaded 
that  he  was  not  to  blame  in  this  affair.  In- 
deed they  were  remarkably  polite  and  civil ; 
although  James  dreaded  this  cajoling  manner 
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more  than  if  he  had  been  roughly  handled  ; 
and  did  not  augur  much  mercy  from  this  in- 
troduction. The  officers,  after  making  nume- 
rous apologies,  and  treating  him  with  great 
respect,  (for  this  is  the  manner  in  which  they 
refine  on  the  insolence  of  their  office),  assured 
him  that  he  was  a  most  accomplished  gentle- 
man, and  that  they  had  little  doubt  but  he  had 
robbed  many  a  house  very  dexterously  ;  al- 
though they  were  persuaded  that  this  would 
be  the  last.  James  bore  all  this  with  the 
greatest  good-humour,  and  asked  them  to  take 
a  cup  of  chocolate,  which  they  readily  accept- 
ed ; — although  he  did  not  understand  their 
significant  glances  and  side- winks  to  each 
other,  till  at  last  he  suspected  the  part  which 
they  intended  to  play, — and  therefore,  look- 
ing sternly  in  their  faces,  he  thus  addressed 
them  : — 

"  Whoever  you  may  be,  it  is  no  concern  of 
mine  to  know  ;  but  if  I  may  guess  from  your 
looks,  you  appear  to  be  persons  whose  busi- 
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ness  it  is  to  seize  and  chastise  delinquents." — 
(Here  one  of  them  seized  the  pistols.)  "  You 
carry  the  insolence  of  office  under  the  garb  of 
civility,  and  refine  on  it  by  insulting  the  inno- 
cent, under  the  pretence  of  doing  your  duty, 
which  you  would  perform  to  much  more  ad- 
vantage in  a  galley,  or  on  board  the  hulks, — 
places  quite  suitable  to  persons  who  overact 
their  part  as  you  now  do."  Here  James  was 
interrupted  by  their  taking  hold  of  him,  and 
binding  his  arms  with  a  cord,  which  he  allow- 
ed to  be  done  under  more  pain  than  he  had 
ever  felt, — and  all  this  from  persons  who  pre- 
tended to  shew  him  the  utmost  civility. 

After  James  was  tied  hands  and  feet,  and 
fastened  to  a  chair,  Don  Statius  appeared,  and, 
in  a  rage,  seized  the  poker,  with  which  he  in- 
tended to  execute  the  punishment  of  the  law 
on  the  spot ;  but,  restraining  his  fury,  he  thus 
accosted  the  supposed  criminal : — "  Now,  sir, 
have  you  any  thing  to  say  for  yourself— taken 
in  the  very  act  of  robbery,-— caught  in  the 
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fact  ? — There  is  no  occasion  for  trial,  gentle- 
men :, — laws  are  unnecessary  delays  of  justice, 
— come,  let  us  throw  him  over  this  window, 
and  at  once  put  an  end  to  him  and  his  villany, 
as  an  example  to  deter  others  from  the  perpe- 
tration of  crimes !" 

James,  not  a  little  astonished  at  this  kind  of 
charge,  immediately  replied,—"  Don  Statius, 
I  consider  myself  a  better  judge  of  mankind, 
and  know  more  of  the  world,  than  you  can  pre- 
tend to.  These  fellows  whom  you  have 
brought  hither  have  afforded  me  sufficient 
evidence  to  prove  that,  whether  a  man  be  in- 
nocent or  guilty,  it  is  the  same  to  them.  If 
one  cannot  give  them  money  to  purchase  im- 
punity, they  will  punish  with  pain  and  inso- 
lence, which  they  have  already  inflicted  on  an 
innocent  man." 

"  An  innocent  man  !"  exclaimed  Don  Sta- 
tius, while  he  ran  to  an  elbow  chair,  which  he 
raised  for  the  purpose  of  adding  3i  finale  to  the 
sentence.     "  Til  soon  settle  your  insolence  ! — 
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to  pretend  to   innocence,  when  youVe  been 
taken  in  the  very  act  of  robbery  !" 

*'  I  am  no  robber  !"  cried  James,  equally 
irritated ; — "  and  if  this  be  the  thanks  I  re- 
ceive for  saving  your  life  last  night,  when  I 
found  you  lying  on  the  pavement  in  a  state  of 
intoxication,  it  very  much  corresponds  with 
the  general  return  we  meet  with  in  the  world, 
for  the  greatest  favours  bestowed  on  persons 
who,  like  you,  return  evil  for  good.  If  the 
good  offices  which  we  do  to  others  be  neither 
acknowledged  nor  rewarded  by  them,  it  is  no- 
thing more  than  what  may  be  expected  from 
the  generality  of  men ; — but  when  the  most  im- 
portant services  meet  only  with  abusive  treat- 
ment in  return,  such  conduct  is  highly  repre- 
hensible, and  one  of  the  grossest  abuses  in  ci- 
vil society,  which,  among  others,  I  came  hith- 
er to  reform.  I  therefore  request  that  you 
will  instantly  dismiss  these  officious  fellows ; 
and  I  shall  teach  you  a  lesson  how  you  should 
for  the  future  conduct  yourself,  that  you  may 
6 


CADIZ.  25 

not  be  imposed  on  by  the  conduct  of  others." 
— James  had  no  sooner  expressed  himself  in 
this  style,  than  they  all  stood  gazing  at  him 
and  at  one  another  in  amazement ;  when  Don 
Statins,  who  knew  that  he  had  been  irregular 
the  preceding  night,  gave  orders  for  James' 
release,  which  was  immediately  executed  by 
the  police-officers,  who  were  then  discharged. 
Then,takingJames  by  the  hand,  he  assured  him 
how  sensible  he  was  of  the  service  he  had  done 
him,  and  that  he  was  ready  to  make  the  most 
ample  apology  for  his  conduct,  which  had 
proceeded  from  momentary  irritation. 

James,  who  knew  exactly  how  matters 
stood,  perceived  that  Don  Statius  was  a  very 
good  man  ;  and  that  the  manner  in  which  he 
himself  had  been  treated,  arose  entirely  from 
the  circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed. 

Don  Statius  being  fully  convinced  of  James' 
innocence,  now  proved  himself  worthy  of  his 
admonition,  by  begging  pardon  for  the  insult 
offered  him,  and  requesting  to  know  any  par- 

VOL.  II.  B 
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ticulars  of  last  night's  affair  with  which  he 
might  happen  to  be  acquainted.  In  compli- 
ance with  this  request,  James  gave  Don  Sta- 
tius  an  account  of  every  thing  that  had  occur- 
red, and  how  he  came  to  be  in  the  closet ;  so 
that  matters  were  thus  amicably  adjusted  be- 
tween them. 

The  first  thing  which  Don  Statius  now  did, 
was  to  examine  the  silver-plate,  which  he 
found  all  safe,  as  well  as  every  thing  else 
which  the  party  had  been  using  the  preceding 
night.  He  also  told  James  that  he  had  long 
entertained  strong  suspicions  of  such  irregu- 
larities as  he  witnessed  being  carried  on,  during 
his  absence,  by  his  valet,  who,  although  an 
honest  fellow,  had  a  turn  for  company,  which 
he  thus  indulged  at  his  master's  expense. 

James,  by  some  farther  conversation  with 
Statius,  found  him  to  be  an  excellent  man, 
who,  so  far  from  resembling  many  persons  in 
their  ingratitude  for  good  offices,  knew  not 
how  to  recompense  him  sufficiently  for  his 
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signal  service  of  last  night.  James  was  the* 
more  sensible  of  his  kindness,  when  he  com- 
pared it  with  the  reception  he  had  expe- 
rienced from  others; — for  he  kept  a  book 
of  recollections,  that  shewed  him  at  all  times 
how  he  stood  with  his  acquaintances  ;  so  that 
there  never  was  a  favour  conferred  on  him  by 
any  person,  but  it  was  placed  to  the  credit  side 
of  his  memorandum-book. — This  was  a  neces- 
sary and  useful  record  ;  as  by  it  he  never  for- 
got to  repay  others  according  to  their  deserts  ; 
and,  although  he  was  generous  to  every  one, 
he  was  so  in  the  extreme  to  those  who  had  as- 
sisted him  in  any  great  emergency.  By  this 
mode  of  book-keeping,  he  was  enabled  at  all 
times  to  know  what  was  placed  to  another's 
credit,  and  how  much  he  owed  to  all  his 
friends  ; — so  that  by  this  means  he  recollected 
what  every  one  but  himself  had  forgotten. 

There  were,  indeed,  times  when  James 
could  not  yield  up  his  right  of  refusal  to  those 
who  required  his  services ;  and  particular  cir- 
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cumstances  in  which  he  sometimes  happened  to 
be,  which  rendered  such  refusal  even  necessary ; 
but  still  it  was  his  general  practice  to  do  as 
much  good  to  others  as  possible  ;  so  that,  by 
these  means,  he  was  a  very  great  favourite 
with  all  his  friends,  and  recommended  himself 
to  the  esteem  of  every  one  with  whom  he  be- 
came acquainted  in  the  course  of  his  travels. 

James,  on  examining  the  dispositions  of 
Don  Statius,  found  him  to  be  a  man  entirely 
according  to  his  own  heart ; — since,  although 
he  had  numerous  acquaintances,  he  had  very 
few  intimate  friends ;  and  chose  to  lead  a  re- 
cluse kind  of  life,  in  order  to  have  the  com- 
mand of  his  own  time,  rather  than  be  inter- 
rupted by  a  constant  succession  of  daily  visit- 
ors. He  told  James  that,  among  other  rea- 
sons for  living  in  a  retired  manner,  he  consi- 
dered this  as  none  of  the  least  important, — 
that  he  thereby  avoided  all  those  quarrels  and 
disputes  which  often  occur  among  men  who 
associate   together,    however    different    their 
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views  and  opinions  may  be ;— and  therefore 
he  never  liked  to  see  a  new  face  in  his  house, 
as  he  did  not  know  what  might  be  the  result 
of  his  acquaintance  with  an  unknown  charac- 
ter. But,  as  he  had  formed  the  most  flatter- 
ing opinion  of  James,  he  considered  him  as  a 
real  acquisition  to  the  number  of  his  friends  ; 
and  begged  him  to  remain  a  few  days,  that  he 
might  recount  the  particulars  of  his  travels. 
James  consented  to  do  so ;— and  they  now 
amused  themselves  with  a  game  at  backgam- 
mon, till  they  should  be  summoned  to  partake 
of  dinner. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

AVhen  James  accompanied  his  host  down 
stairs,  he  found  the  table  covered,  and  a  maid- 
servant in  attendance,  whom  Don  Statius  had 
got  from  Donna  Murciada,  an  elderly  widow 
lady,  to  whose  family  he  was  particularly  at- 
tached. After  dinner,  Don  Statius  address- 
ed his  guest  in  the  following  manner : — 

"  Signor,  it  is  of  some  importance  for  me 
to  know  who  you  are ;  as  I  am  fully  sensible 
of  the  infinite  obligation  which  I  owe  you, 
and  which  I  find  it  impossible  even  to  ex- 
press.'' 

James,  who  had  been  all  that  forenoon  re- 
volving on  the  nature  of  obligations,  instant- 
ly replied, — 

"  Sir,  in  the  present  improved  state  of  so- 
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ciety,  I  am  in  nowise  surprised  to  find  a  man 
of  your  worth  and  goodness  ;  but  I  have  lived 
long  enough  to  know,  that  what  people  call 
favours  often  do  not  deserve  the  name.  It 
was  perhaps  a  favour  to  conduct  you  home  last 
night ;  but  I  have  placed  it  to  your  credit, 
since  I  had  greater  satisfaction  in  bestowing, 
than  you  could  have  in  receiving  it.  For,  to 
find  you  alone  and  unprotected,  was  a  suffi- 
cient inducement  to  me  to  stretch  out  the  hand 
of  relief;  and,  when  I  consider  your  gene- 
rosity in  admitting  to  your  confidence  a 
stranger  found  in  your  house  in  such  peculiar 
circumstances  as  have  this  day  occurred,  I 
think  that,  on  balancing  accounts,  I  am  rather 
more  indebted  to  you,  than  you  are  to  me.'' 

At  this  reply,  made  by  a  man  who  rather 
resembled  a  disbanded  seaman  than  any  other 
person,  Don  Statins  was  completely  astonished. 
He  looked  at  James,  filled  his  glass,  and  drank 
two  or  three  toasts  ;  but  he  was  still  in  doubt 
whether  to  admire  most  the  magnanimity  or 


32    THE  ECCENTRIC  TRAVELLER. 

candour  of  his  unknown  guest.  He  had  often 
known  men  who  acted  in  a  manner  the  very 
reverse  of  our  heroic  traveller,  by  assuming 
an  air  of  dignity  under  a  superb  attire,  while 
they  possessed  only  the  most  slender  capacity ; 
whereas  this  man  spoke  hke  an  oracle,  in  the 
dress  of  a  mendicant.  A  mendicant  friar, 
thought  Don  Statins,  it  was  possible  he 
might  be ;  and  this  idea  increased  his  curiosi- 
ty to  discover  who  James  was;  for  which 
purpose  he  again  addressed  him : — 

"  Sir,  if  I  be  not  mistaken,  I  think  I  can 
discover,  that  at  least  you  are  worthy  of  the 
appellation  of  a  traveller  in  disguise  who  be- 
longs to  the  church,  whose  doctrines  you  im- 
plicitly follow ;  for  it  has  taught  you  to  de- 
spise riches  and  the  love  of  money."" 

The  manner  in  which  Don  Statins  express- 
ed himself,  gave  James  an  opportunity  of 
placing  to  his  credit  the  innocence  of  his  cu- 
riosity ;  and  he  felt  that  he  was  now,  in  point 
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of  favours,  below  par  in  Statius'  estimation, 
so  that  he  thus  replied  : — 

"  Sir,  I  am  a  gentleman  of  considerable 
property  near  Faro,  the  capital  of  Algarve, 
in  the  kingdom  of  Portugal,  who  reside  at 
the  castle  of  Carvanty, — and  my  name  is 
Don  Pedro  Paterna.  My  riches,  however, 
have  not  prevented  a  singular  curiosity  which 
I  am  possessed  of  for  seeing  the  world ;  nei- 
ther is  there  any  thing  in  life  that  shall  pre- 
vent me  from  pursuing  this  object." 

Don  Statins  gave  a  very  significant  look  at 
James;  and,  in  giving  vent  to  his  astonish- 
ment, thus  replied : — 

"  Don  Paterna,  whatever  notions  you  may 
entertain  on  that  point,  I  must  confess  they  are 
the  most  singular  I  ever  heard  of;  as  it  was 
never  before  believed,  that  wealth  and  riches 
could  prevent  any  one  from  seeing  the  world ; 
although  every  one  knows  that  the  want  of 
them  generally  does ;  for  who  can  travel  with- 
out money  in  their  pockets  ?  Most  of  the  lower 
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classes  in  this  place  could  never  afford  to  go  a 
stage  one  day  and  return  the  next,  without 
working  hard  for  a  month  to  make  up  the 
sum  which  they  have  thus  spent ;  and  hence 
they  are  all  quiet  and  orderly  citizens  from 
necessity,  as  they  know  nothing  of  the  world 
but  what  they  are  told  ;  which  accounts  for 
the  peaceable  domesticated  habits  of  the  in- 
habitants.'' 

"  That  may  be,"  answered  James ;  "  but 
among  the  people  to  whom  you  refer,  is  there 
not  to  be  found  one  who,  despising  the  sordid 
ambition  of  accumulating  wealth,  and  seeing 
the  necessity  for  a  reformation  in  the  conduct 
of  others,  would  not  step  forward,  like  Don 
Quixote  and  his  Squire,  and  besiege  every 
town  and  village  to  accomplish  this  purpose  ? 
Something  may  certainly  be  done  in  this  way, 
for  arranging  the  various  distinctions  of  men, 
and  placing  them  in  that  rank  of  society  which 
they  are  quahfied  to  support,  with  credit  to 
themselves  and  advantage  to  the  public." 
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At  this  reply  Don  Statius  was  silent ;  he 
was  now  persuaded  that  James  was  mad ;  as 
the  reformation  of  mankind  was  a  thing  im- 
practicable, and  as  every  man's  situation  dif- 
fered in  a  thousand  circumstances  from  that 
of  his  neighbour's  ; — so  that  he  considered  any 
one  who  would  assume  the  character  of  a  public 
reformer,  as  a  harebrained  fool,  whom  people 
might  justly  stigmatize  as  such,  for  his  offi- 
cious interference.  James,  on  the  other  hand, 
disputed  this  point ;  and  they  sat  in  keen  con- 
troversy till  a  late  hour. 

When  the  liquor  had  exhilarated  Don 
Statius'  spirits  to  a  certain  degree,  he  blab- 
l)ed  out  many  things,  which,  at  another  time, 
he  would  have  wished  to  be  concealed.  He 
was  so  sensible  of  this  frailty,  that  he  never 
allowed  any  person  to  be  in  his  company,  when 
he  thought  there  was  even  the  smallest  dan- 
ger of  being  tempted  to  indulge  his  loquacity ; 
but,  on  the  present  occasion,  he  was  free  from 
those  restraints  which  usually  rendered  him 
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very  cautious  of  what  he  said  in  conversation. 
As  James  was  a  stranger  in  the  place,  and  a 
person  in  whom  he  had  placed  confidence,  from 
finding  him  possessed  of  a  good  heart  and  an 
upright  disposition, — Don  Statius  had  the  less 
reserve  in  communicating  to  him  several  par- 
ticulars, which  he  would  not  have  told  to  any 
other  person.  Indeed,  he  so  far  exceeded  the 
bounds  of  propriety  in  telling  every  thing, 
that  James  lamented  this  as  a  defect  in  the 
character  of  this  great  and  good  man  ;  (for  so 
James  called  all  persons  whom  he  found  to 
be  honest.) 

Till  this  moment,  our  traveller  knew  no- 
thing of  Don  Statius*'  history ;  but  had  sup- 
posed him  to  be  a  poet,  from  his  having 
mentioned  something  about  verses  last  night, 
when  he  was  in  a  state  of  intoxication.  But 
he  was  no  son  of  Apollo,  as  James  had  ima- 
gined ;  although  he  recollected  the  circum- 
stance which  led  his  guest  to  entertain  this 
opinion  of  him,  and  gave  an  explanation  of  all 
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the  particulars  of  his  yesterday's  visit  to  a 
friend''s  house,  in  returning  from  which,  he 
had  met  with  James  in  the  above-mentioned 
condition.  He  began  his  story,  as  the  affair 
alluded  to  then  happened,  together  with  the 
occurrences  of  that  day  and  the  day  before, 
and  then  backwards  for  ten,  nay,  twenty 
years  past ;  so  that  it  required  a  good  memory 
for  both  parties  to  rehearse  and  recollect  it ; 
for,  although  every  thing  spoken  at  the  mo- 
ment was  correct  enough,  yet,  had  all  that  he 
said  been  taken  down,  it  would  have  resem- 
bled the  writings  of  six  or  eight  persons,  whose 
stories  were  on  detached  pieces  of  paper,  all 
connected  together  into  one  narrative. 

Among  many  other  strange  occurrences 
which  Don  Statins  recollected,  was  a  story  of 
his  courtship,  which  he  detailed  very  parti- 
cularly to  James,  telling  him  that  he  had 
sworn  to  be  a  bachelor,  and  that  he  was  de- 
termined to  keep  that  oath, — notwithstanding 
the  very  singular  fact  that   Donna  Celesta, 
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the  eldest  daughter  of  Donna  Murciada,  had 
fallen  in  love  with  him,  and  he  with  her ;  a  cir- 
cumstance, respecting  which,  he  said,  he  would 
be  glad  to  hear  James'  opinion.  For,  whilst  he 
thought  he  could  not  lawfully  break  his  oath 
of  celibacy,  Donna  Celesta  thought  that  he 
might ;  and  he  requested  James  to  dine  with 
the  ladies  the  next  day,  when  every  thing 
would  be  so  explained  as  to  enable  him  to 
form  a  judgment  on  the  matter. 

James  having  heard  Don  Statins  at  full 
length  upon  this  subject,  agreed  to  accompany 
him  to  Donna  Murciada's,  upon  condition 
that  his  own  determination  should  be  binding 
on  both  parties ; — and,  on  this  being  assented 
to,  our  traveller  anticipated  no  small  amuse- 
ment from  the  proposed  interview. 

They  had  now  sat  till  three  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  Don  Statius  went  to  bed,  and  left 
James  with  the  charge  of  all  the  keys  and 
bottles  in  the  house.  James  could  not  divine 
how  he  had  become  such  a  favourite  of  this 
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gentleman,  neither  did  he  know,  even  after 
talking  five  hours,  of  what  profession  he  was  ; 
for,  although  he  spoke  enough  on  every  sub- 
ject, he  had  never  mentioned  any  thing  about 
his  own  affairs  ;  and  it  appeared  to  James  as 
if  he  had  fallen  into  wealth,  without  having 
done  any  thing  for  procuring  it.  James'  cu- 
riosity was  as  much  excited  to  discover  the 
rank  or  profession  of  Don  Statins,  as  Don  Pa- 
ly dor's  had  been  to  discover  that  of  James;  and 
hence  he  learned,  from  experience,  the  pro- 
priety of  making  due  allowance  for  the  foibles 
of  others,  because,  in  similar  circumstances, 
he  was  guilty  of  the  same  himself.  Indeed, 
our  traveller  was  always  actuated  by  this 
principle  of  doing  that  to  another,  which  he 
would  wish  to  be  done  to  himself  in  any  case 
that  occurred  ;  and  he  now  perceived  more 
plainly  than  ever  the  equity  of  this  conduct, 
which,  he  thought,  should  be  strenuously  ad- 
hered to  in  his  future  travels. 

James  now  went  to  bed,  and  slept  till  nine 
o'clock  next  morning ;  when,  on  putting  on  his 
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clothes,  he  observed  that  there  were  several 
buttons  off  his  coat,  and  that  his  dress  altoge- 
ther was  so  shabby,  as  to  render  his  appear- 
ance none  of  the  most  respectable.  He  there- 
fore hesitated  whether  he  should  accompany 
Don  Statius  to  a  house  where  he  would  meet 
with  ladies,  lest  they  should,  like  Donna  Mer- 
cia,  faint  at  the  sight  of  him. 

When  James  entered  the  parlour,  Don  Sta- 
tius was  reading  the  Faro  Morning  Chro- 
nicle ;  and,  moving  his  spectacles  up  to  his 
brow,  and  looking  at  James  with  unusual  at- 
tention, requested  to  know  if  he  had  ever  been 
in  that  city. 

"  I  have,''  answered  James  ;  "  and,  by 
your  inquiry,  I  can  discover  that  there  is  some- 
thing in  that  paper  concerning  myself." 

"  There  is,"  replied  Don  Statius ;  "  but 
sit  down, — take  your  breakfast,  and  perhaps 
you  will  then  be  better  able  to  receive  the  in- 
telligence." 

So  saying,  he  put  the  newspaper  into  his 
pocket.     When  breakfast  was  over,  he  took 
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James  by  the  hand,  and  communicated  to  him 
the  following  information  : — 

"  The  paper  which  I  have  been  reading, 
contains  an  advertisement  requesting  informa- 
tion about  Don  Pedro  Paterna,  who  left  the 
castle  of  Carvanty  about  three  years  ago,  in 
pursuit  of  his  travels,  and  .who  has  not  been 
heard  of  during  that  period;  and  also  add- 
ing that,  should  he  contract  any  debts  or  re- 
ceive any  loan  of  money,  even  to  the  extent 
of  2000  piasters,  the  sum  borrowed,  whatever 
it  may  be,  will  be  paid  by  Don  Tarbet  of  that 
city,  on  producing  a  receipt  for  the  same.*" 

James  was  not  a  little  gratified  by  this  in- 
telligence, as  he  never  was  in  greater  want  of 
money  than  at  present  ;  although  he  was 
somewhat  chagrined  at  so  public  a  notice  re- 
specting himself,  since  he  did  not  wish  that 
people  should  either  know  who  he  was,  or  his 
needy  circumstances.  But  he  was,  nevertheless, 
thankful  to  his  host  for  this  information,  and 
was  prevailed  on  to  have  a  bill  drawn  out  for 
2000  piasters,  the  payment  of  which  Don  Sta- 
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tius  immediately  procured  from  his  banker. 
This  was  a  fortunate  relief  to  James,  who, 
from  his  peculiar  feelings  of  delicacy,  might 
otherwise  have  starved,  as  he  had  already 
been  long  in  a  state  of  beggary. 

His  friend  Don  Statius  had  by  this  time 
perceived  the  peculiarities  of  James*  charac- 
ter, and  that  he  had  taken  a  fancy  to  travel 
in  order  to  see  the  world  as  it  was,  and  to 
judge  for  himself  with  respect  to  the  extent 
of  the  good  and  evil  of  which  it  was  com- 
posed.  In  an  undertaking  of  this  kind,  Don 
Statius  knew  well  that  money  was  of  essential 
service  ;  but  he  found  that  James  had  not 
thought  so  at  his  first  setting  out,  although 
he  had  now  learned,  from  experience,  how 
impossible  it  is  to  travel  without  a  constant 
supply  of  cash.  But  the  ingenuity  requisite 
in  supporting  himself  by  various  expedients, 
while  he  refused  money  that  was  offered  by 
his  friends,  constituted  the  grand  part  of  the 
drama  which  he  had  to  act  in  the  prosecution 
of  his  travels.     Accordingly,  under  the  influ- 
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ence  of  an  independent  spirit,  he  bravely  sur- 
mounted the  greatest  difficulties,  and  consi- 
dered despair  as  a  fiend  that  rendered  life  in- 
tolerable, by  depriving  us  of  the  use  of  rea- 
son, which  is  bestowed  on  man  for  the  pur- 
pose of  counteracting  the  pressure  of  the 
greatest  evils : 

"■  Though  plunged  in  ills,  and  exercised  in  care-> 

Yet  never  let  the  noble  mind  despair ; 

When  prest  by  dangers,  and  beset  by  foes, 

The  gods  their  timely  succour  interpose ; 

And  when  our  virtue  sinks,  o'erwhelm'd  with  grief, 

Some  unforeseen  expedients  bring  relief."— Homer. 

Such,  then,  was  James'  character ;  and  so 
high  an  opinion  had  Don  Statius  formed  of  it, 
that  he  considered  his  guest  as  the  most  mag- 
nanimous of  human  beings,  and  as  one  not  to 
be  found  among  a  million,  since  he  took  the 
world  as  he  found  it, — free  from  care,  and 
from  those  anxieties,  which  often  rendered  it  a 
scene  of  misery.     What  increased  Don  Sta- 
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tius'  esteem  for  James  was  that,  although 
born  to  inherit  a  fortune,  he  was  more  con- 
tented in  a  state  of  the  utmost  poverty,  than 
the  greatest  part  of  men  are  in  the  posses- 
sion of  riches. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  the  opinion 
which  Don  Statins  had  formed  of  James 
was  correct ;  as  his  philanthropy  exceeded 
that  of  all  others  in  being  guided  by  reason, — 
as  his  equity  consisted  in  a  scrupulous  regard 
for  the  rights  of  others,  with  the  most  deter- 
mined resolution  of  always  preserving  them, 
— as  he  possessed  a  just  idea  of  the  merits  and 
infirmities  of  all  his  acquaintances, — and,  as  he 
was  sincere  in  his  friendship,  faithful  to  his 
promises,  and  even  generous  in  restraining  his 
resentment. 

Don  Statins  perceived  all  these  traits  in  the 
character  of  his  guest,  and  thought  that,  if  he 
displayed  such  marks  of  a  great  man,  though 
clothed  in  rags,  he  would  be  a  paragon  of  ex- 
cellence if  he  were  attired  in  robes  of  satin. 
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which  lie  was  better  entitled  to  wear  than  the 
richest  man  in  Cadiz.  James  knew  this  as 
well  as  Statins ;  and,  although  he  was  well 
convinced  that  dress  did  not  make  a  gentle- 
man, still  he  agreed  to  the  maxim,  that  a 
gentleman  should  be  always  well  dressed. 

But,  though  he  admitted  this  to  be  proper  in 
the  case  of  others,  he  was  conscious  at  the  same 
time  that  it  was  not  applicable  to  his  own  ; — 
since  the  difficulties  which  he  must  have  en- 
countered in  a  splendid  dress,  would  have  been 
insurmountable,  and  soon  put  an  end  to  ail 
his  undertakings.  He  was  well  aware  that, 
to  wear  a  ring,  to  dance,  fence,  drive  four  in 
hand,  speak  French,  and  behave  in  a  peculiar 
way  among  great  men,  comprehended  the 
whole  of  those  accomplishments  which  are  ne- 
cessary to  form  what  the  world  calls  a  fine 
gentleman  ;  but  these  James  considered  as 
sufficient  to  eradicate  all  the  seeds  of  know- 
ledge, of  honour,  and  of  virtue,  which  may  be 
found  in   the  minds   of  youth.     Such  were 
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some  of  the  many  reflections  now  made  by 
James  in  his  present  circumstances,  which  af- 
forded a  favourable  opportunity  for  extending 
his  observations  on  the  manners  of  mankind. 

In  the  meantime,  Don  Statius  had  gone  to 
the  bank ;  and,  having  now  returned,  and  en- 
tered the  room,  he  addressed  James  in  the 
following  words : — 

"  Here,  sir,  is  a  bill  for  500  piasters,  pay- 
able to  your  order,  and  a  bag  of  gold  of  equal 
value.  I  am  now  perfectly  acquainted  with 
your  motives,  and  your  reasons  for  travelling ; 
you  have  it  now  in  your  power  to  see  the 
world,  with  pleasure  to  yourself  and  satisfac- 
tion to  others.'"" 

James,  on  accepting  the  money,  replied, — 
"  I  am  ever  sensible,  sir,  of  the  favours  of 
others  ;  but  those  of  a  stranger  demand  the 
highest  acknowledgment.  Your  remarks  on 
the  evils  of  poverty  are  correct ;  for,  if  a  man 
have  only  the  appearance  of  it,  though  he 
ask  nothing  for  himself,  people  instinctively 
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feel  a  kind  of  horror  at  the  sight  of  one  who 
is  clothed  in  rags,  as  if  all  the  miseries  of  the 
world  were  collected  together  in  his  person. 
For  my  own  part,  the  dress  in  which  I  ap- 
pear, though  sufficiently  good  for  the  purpose 
of  travelling,  renders  me  contemptible  in  the 
eyes  of  others ;  and  therefore  I  find  the  ne- 
cessity of  procuring  another,  especially  as  I 
am  now  in  a  place  where  poverty  is  so  much 
the  object  of  reproach." 

In  order  to  gratify  so  laudable  a  wish,  Don 
Statius  sent  for  his  tailor,  who  soon  equipped 
James ;  so  that  he  was  now  once  more  in  the 
garb  of  a  gentleman,  and  far  superior  to  any 
one,  if  mental  endowments  betaken  into  account 
along  with  personal  appearance.     In  order  to 
render  his  attire  the  more  becoming,  he  took 
care  that  every  part  of  it  should  correspond  ; 
for  he  thought  that  a  new  coat  and  an  old 
waistcoat  looked  very  ill ;   and  therefore  he 
procured  an  entirely  new  suit  of  habiliments 
from  top  to  toe.     James  was  as  precise  in  his 
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dress,  as  he  was  in  all  other  things,— from  con- 
sidering that  he  had  a  pai*t  to  act  in  the  world, 
and  from  knowing  that  there  were  dresses  for 
every  actor; — besides  that,  in  many  cases, 
the  dress  was  often  the  best  part  of  the  scene. 
Accordingly,  he  thought  that  it  should  be 
always  suitable  to  the  character  of  the  per- 
son who  wore  it ;  and  was  accustomed  to 
blame  many  for  want  of  decorum  in  this  par- 
ticular. 

He  had  frequently  heard  of  persons  wearing 
black  stockings  along  with  nankeens, — and  a 
well-drest  man  carrying  a  leg  of  mutton  under 
his  coat,  with  the  end  of  it  peeping  out  behind, 
while  the  shank  stuck  up  before  hke  a  nose- 
aay  ;  and  yet,  in  this  guise,  he  assumed  a  gen- 
teel address,  and  walked  through  two  or  three 
streets  with  a  lady  of  respectability, — and, 
on  parting  with  her,  discovered  the  shank  of 
mutton,  which  accounted  for  the  great  num- 
ber of  persons  that  turned  round  to  look  at 
them.     Nay,  so  small  is  the  regard  paid  in 
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that  country  to  what  some  fastidious  people 
would  call  propriety  of  manners,  that,  even  in 
London,  a  chimney-sweeper  may  be  seen 
walking  with  an  officer  of  the  army,  or  with 
a  bishop  in  his  long  black  satin  gown,  fine 
white  lawn  sleeves,  and  mitre  on  his  head,  ac- 
companied by  two  or  three  pages  holding  his 
train ; — while  none  of  the  passengers  would 
take  any  notice  of  them,  nor  perhaps  observe 
them,  even  should  they  be  walking  on  their 
hands  with  their  feet  uppermost,  if  they  only 
kept  their  line  of  march,  proceeded  straight 
forward,  and  knocked  nobody  down.  Indeed, 
wonders  are  not  so  frequent  in  large  cities,  as 
many  people  suppose,  any  more  than  the  cy- 
lindrical lamp,  which  was  once  exhibited  as 
a  show. 

The  dress  in  which  James  was  now  equip- 
ped, consisted  of  a  purple  Venetian  velvet 
coat,  trimmed  with  yellow  ;  a  white  satin  em- 
broidered waistcoat ;  with  breeches  of  the 
same  colour  ;  and  over  all  these^  he  had  a 
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scarlet  satin  cloak,  trimmed  with  white  satin  ; 
together  with  a  black  hat  and  feather,  and  a 
long  sword.  Being  thus  attired  in  a  splendid 
suit,  which  might  have  graced  a  nobleman  of 
the  first  distinction,  he  was  now  in  a  condition 
to  wait  upon  the  ladies  whom  they  intended  to 
visit,  and  shewed  even  some  impatience  to  ex- 
hibit himself  to  their  admiration. 

The  time  which  Don  Statins  had  appointed 
to  dine  with  them  being  near  at  hand,  a  coach 
which  he  had  ordered  was  now  at  the  door,  and, 
at  four  o'clock,  they  arrived  at  Donna  Murci- 
ada's,  to  whom  James  was  formally  introduc- 
ed. As  our  traveller,  however,  had  not  been 
accustomed  to  wear  a  sword,  it  got  between  his 
legs,  and  threw  him  down  on  the  carpet ;  while 
the  three  daughters  were  like  to  have  died  with 
laughing  at  this  extraordinary  scene.  But 
James  could  not  be  blamed  for  making  this 
faux  pas,  as  any  other  person,  no  less  than 
himself,  must  have  appeared  awkward  in  the 
same  circumstances ;  but,  moreover,  his  man- 
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ler  of  entre  was  particularly  ill  suited  to  the 
part  he  had  to  act,  as  he  had  thrust  his  hands 
into  his  pockets,  which  were  too  tight; — and, 
slipping  his  foot,  he  fell  with  a  bounce  against 
Don  Sabrino,  whom  he  knocked  over  on  the 
sarpet ;  and  Don  Statins  had  some  difficulty 
to  disengage  his  hands  from  his  pockets,  in 
which  they  were  entangled. 

Our  traveller  made  the  best  apology  he 
could  for  committing  so  egregious  a  breach  of 
decorum,  which  was  politely  received  as  satis- 
factory by  the  whole  party,  who  now  sat  down 
to  the  entertainment  provided  for  them. 

Dinner  being  finished,  James  and  the  party 
had  now  time  to  see  one  another  without  the 
interruption  of  servants  and  cheese-plates,  as 
they  had  been  already  removed  into  the  kit- 
chen. James  was  particularly  attentive  to  the 
female  part  of  the  company,  which  consisted 
of  three  handsome  ladies,  as  beautiful  as  the 
|three  Graces ;  and  he  now  thought  that  he  had 
'been  transported  into  the  upper  regions;  for 
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these  goddess-like  figures  possessed  more  than 
the  ordinary  powers  of  human  speech,  as 

"  The  voice  of  music  ravish'd  as  they  spoke." 

How  such  angels  had  not  become  mortals  by 
marriage  James  was  at  a  loss  to  discover ; 
for,  although  his  penetration  in  every  thing 
relative  to  the  conduct  of  mankind  was  supe- 
rior to  that  of  most  other  persons,  yet  in  the 
affairs  of  women  he  was  a  complete  novice. 
These  ladies,  from  their  elegant  accomplish- 
ments, seemed,  in  James"*  estimation,  to  be 
angels  in  human  form,  as  they  spoke  with  the 
accents  of  a  seraph ;  and,  from  their  superb 
attire,  appeared  in  his  eyes  to  be  such  para- 
gons of  perfection,  as  were  too  fine  for  mortal 
touch  ;  so  that,  for  a  moment,  his  reason  was 
bedimmed  by  the  illusions  of  imagination  and 
astonishment. 

Don  Sabrino  was  an  admirer  of  the  second 
daughter ;  but  matters  had  come  to  no  con- 
clusion, although  he  had  been  intimate  with 
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the  family  for  several  years.  He  had  lived 
long  in  the  West  Indies,  and  returned  thence 
with  little  money,  but  with  a  great  deal  of 
self-importance.  He  was  remarkably  polite, 
although  stiff  and  ceremonious  in  the  highest 
degree  ;  so  that  James  did  not  venture  to  speak 
much,  and  only  on  subjects  which  he  under- 
stood, before  a  man  who  seemed  to  pique  him- 
self on  his  dress  and  manners ;  although  he 
was  very  much  pleased  with  Sabrino"'s  agree- 
able mode  of  conversation.  James  was  the 
more  surprised  at  Sabrino's  affability  in  a  pri- 
vate company,  because,  in  walking  along  the 
street,  he  looked  as  if  all  the  city  of  Cadiz 
were  his  own. 

Our  traveller,  from  what  he  heard  that  day 
at  Donna  Murciada's,  learned  that  persons 
who  go  abroad  in  quest  of  a  fortune,  find 
greater  difficulty  in  amassing  money  than  is 
generally  supposed ;  and  he  himself  had  been 
greatly  mistaken  in  the  opinion  which  he  had 
formed  of  the  wealth  of  India,  having  never 
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heard  that  country  mentioned,  without  being- 
impressed  with  the  idea  that  it  contained  hills 
of  gold  and  valleys  of  silver ;  trees  laden  with 
diamonds  in  clusters,  and  bushes  overspread 
with  pearls  and  rubies.  But  he  was  that  day 
informed,  that  there  were  no  such  things  to  be 
found  in  India,  any  more  than  in  his  own 
country, — that  people  must  toil  there  in  the 
pursuit  of  wealth  as  much  as  they  do  at  home, 
— and  that,  though  the  productions  of  the  soil 
were  more  delicious,  the  climate  was  much 
more  unhealthy  than  that  of  his  native  land. 

He  also  discovered,  that  a  great  proportion 
of  the  happiness  enjoyed  by  persons  who  went 
thither,  arose  from  the  anticipation  of  return- 
ing, after  twenty  or  thirty  years  of  laborious 
exertion  and  rigid  economy,  to  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  their  industry  at  home,  and  spend  the  rest 
of  their  days  in  otio  cum  dignitate.  But  he 
found  that  these  hopes  were  seldom  realized ; 
and  that,  though  the  country  itself  was  re- 
presented as  a  most  enchanting  region,  still 
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they  did  not  prefer  living  in  it,  and  were  often 
disappointed  in  their  expected  rewards,  as  the 
few  thousands  which  they  had  acquired  could 
not  enable  them  to  make  any  great  figure  in 
their  native  place,  where  the  expense  of  living 
had  trebled  since  they  left  it ;  and  thus- they 
were  reduced  to  the  same  level  with  those  who 
could  barely  earn  a  subsistence. 

The  only  advantage,  therefore,  possessed  by 
persons  who  had  gained  a  little  money  in  foreign 
countries,  was,  that  they  had  been  in  the  East 
or  West  Indies,  and,  on  that  account,  were 
reckoned  persons  of  superior  information,  who 
had  seen  the  world.  James,  however,  did  not 
wish  to  see  it  in  that  way,  nor  to  be  obliged 
to  live  on  a  very  slender  income ;  while,  at 
the  same  time,  he  would  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  purchasing  a  splendid  house,  keeping 
livery-servants,  and  dressing  well,  in  order  to 
support  his  acquired  distinction.  He,  for  his 
part,  had  always  preferred  living  in  a  single 
room,  with  something  to  eat  and  drink,  be- 
fore the  possession  of  a  house,  however  large. 
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if  he  had  nothing  in  it  to  entertain  both  him- 
self and  his  acquaintances.     James  had  the 
very  best  reasons  for  coming  to  this  conclusion, 
as  he  found  that  many  of  those  gentlemen  who 
had  lived   in  foreign  countries  were  very  nig- 
gardly, and  it  was  no  wonder,  when  they  had 
nothing  to  spare ;  and  that  even  those  who 
had   something,  (for  there  were  exceptions) 
were    equally   parsimonious.      Indeed    there 
Avas  a  necessity  for  it,  as  what  they  had  ac- 
quired was  obtained  at  too  great  a  sacrifice 
to  be  lightly  parted  with ;   and   hence  they 
were  not  disposed  to  spend,  so  as  to  involve 
themselves  in   debt,  and  thus  be  obliged   to 
begin  the  world,  when  they  should  be  think- 
ing of  preparing  to  leave  it.     Such  were  the 
lessons  that  James  learned  from  this  interview 
with  Don  Sabrino,  lessons  of  experience,  which, 
he  was  persuaded,  would  be  useful  to  him  all 
the  days  of  his  life. 

When  the  party  with  whom  our  traveller 
was  now  engaged  had  repaired  to  the  draw- 
ing-room, Don  Statins  requested  that  Donna 
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Celesta,  the  eldest  daughter,  would  favour 
them  with  a  song.  The  better  to  induce  the 
lady  to  comply  with  this  request,  he  assured 
her  and  the  company,  that  the  ancients  inter- 
mixed songs  with  the  pleasures  of  the  table,  and 
that  all  the  guests  sang  in  unison,  holding  a 
branch  of  laurel,  and  making  plentiful  libations 
in  honour  of  the  good  Genius  and  of  Jupiter. 
In  consequence  of  this  representation,  Donna 
Celesta  condescended  to  sing  one  of  her  favour- 
ite airs,  which  was  so  delightful,  that  the  whole 
company  were  as  much  enchanted,  as  if  Apollo 
and  the  Muses  had  been  singing  in  concert. 

Don  Sabrino,  wishing  also  to  shew  his 
learning,  remarked,  that  the  Athenians  were 
perpetually  reproached  for  their  frugality, 
as  their  meals  were  shorter  and  less  sump- 
tuous than  those  of  the  Thebans  and  some 
other  of  the  Grecian  states ;  and  he  was 
sorry,  he  said,  that  we  had  begun  to  fol- 
low the  example  of  the  latter,  since  we  were 
every  day  adding  new  refinements  to  please 

c  2 
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the  palate, — while  we  saw  the  ancient  simpli- 
city of  our  forefathers  gradually  disappear, 
along  with  all  those  patriotic  virtues  that  ori- 
ginated with  necessity,  but  had  formerly  in- 
creased with  the  growth  of  ages ;  whereas  a 
torrent  of  false  taste  was  now  inundating  the 
world ;  and  the  voice  of  him  that  opposed  it, 
was  like  that  of  one  crying  in  the  wilderness. 
James,  while  he  acquiesced  in  what  Don 
Sabrino  had  said,  assured  them,  that  the 
ancients  never  drank  pure  wine,  and  that  to 
the  ingenuity  and  expedients  of  our  modern 
merchants,  we  were  indebted  for  drinking  it 
in  its  ancient  simplicity.  Donna  Murciada 
said  that,  as  she  made  all  her  own  wine,  the 
laws  of  the  ancients  would  be  violated  during 
the  whole  of  this  entertainment ;  and  she  as- 
sured them,  that  the  ancient  city  of  Cadiz 
possessed,  at  all  times,  a  most  abundant  sup- 
ply, not  only  of  the  choicest  wines,  but  also 
of  the  most  delicious  productions  of  the  con- 
tinent; and  that  no  country,  nay,  not  even 
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Sicily  itself,  can  supply  a  better  or  more  exu- 
berant table. 

The  conversation  was  lively  without  inter- 
ruption, and  insensibly  led  to  pleasantries  re- 
specting men  of  wit,  and  philosophers,  who 
puzzle  one  another  with  puns  and  enigmas, 
and  the  methodical  discussion  of  obscure  or 
abstruse  questions  in  metaphysics ;  to  which 
James  occasionally  added  an  appropriate 
observation,  when  there  was  no  danger  of 
his  going  wrong  ; — for,  although  no  man  ex- 
celled him  in  good  sense,  and  the  knowledge 
of  human  character,  he  was  rather  deficient 
in  the  knowledge  of  philosophical  subjects,  and 
therefore  said  the  less  on  the  present  occasion. 

The  last  topic  on  which  they  entered  was 
the  art  of  preserving  health.  This  was  a 
subject  which  James  had  studied  to  the  ut- 
most extent,  particularly  that  part  of  it  which 
relates  to  the  benefit  arising  from  the  use  of 
the  Air-Bath,  which,  he  assured  them,  was 
preferable  to  the  hot,  cold,  or  tepid.     Donna 
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Celesta  wished  to  know  where  such  a  bath 
could  be  obtained,  and  was  not  a  little  asto- 
nished, on  being  informed,  that  it  consisted  in 
walking  through  the  room  in  staUi  naturce.  He 
then  gave  them  a  long  dissertation  on  air  and 
exercise,  which, he  alleged,  are  the  best  preserv- 
ers of  health,  especially  if  the  latter  is  taken  in 
the  former  before  meals  ;  as  it  makes  the  body 
lightsome  and  the  temper  cheerful ;  besides  se- 
curing always  the  blessing  of  refreshing  sleep, 
which  is  never  enjoyed  by  those  who  indulge  in 
indolence  and  the  immoderate  use  of  the  bottle. 
James  further  remarked  that,  since  the 
inventive  improvements,  or  rather  refine- 
ments, in  cookery,  people  eat  nearly  twice 
the  quantity  of  food  which  nature  requir- 
ed for  their  subsistence ; — that  suppers  are 
very  good  for  those  who  have  not  dined ; 
but,  as  dinners  are  now  served  up  at  so 
late  an  hour,  he  considered  that  improve- 
ment (if  he  could  call  it  one),  as  an  additional 
meal,  which   was  entirely  a  superfluous  and 
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luxurious  indulgence,  since  a  good  breakfast 
and  a  substantial  dinner  were  the  only  two 
that  any  man,  who  was  not  a  glutton,  requir- 
ed for  his  support.  In  short,  said  he,  these 
modern  refinements  in  cookery,  by  whatever 
name  they  are  called,  should  be  considered  as 
most  pernicious  to  the  constitution ;  but  if, 
notwithstanding  this,  people  would  still  surfeit 
themselves,  they  might  then  go  to  bed,  and 
would  very  likely  sleep  till  doomsday. 

Don  Statins  agreed  with  James  in  the  correct- 
ness of  his  observations  ;  and,  from  his  having 
formerly  administered  a  useful  dose  to  himself, 
lie  was  satisfied  that  James  had  studied  the 
whole  of  the  Materia  Medica.  James,  how- 
ever, assured  him  that  he  had  not ;  and  that, 
although  he  had  acquired  the  knowledge  of 
most  things  by  study,  he  had  obtained  an  ac- 
quaintance with  the  art  of  preserving  health 
solely  by  observation.  He  had  been,  he  said, 
the  more  anxious  to  discover  the  best  panacea 
for  securing  health  ;  as  it  is  the  only  thing 
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that  can  give  a  relish  to  our  existence,  since 
those  who  want  it  cannot  enjoy  any  thing 
that  this  world  affords.  Such  was  the  purport 
of  the  lecture  which  James  now  delivered  on 
this  subject;  and,  indeed,  no  one  was  ever 
better  qualified  to  speak  on  it  practically  than 
himself,  as  he  was  a  perfect  example  of  so- 
briety and  abstinence,  which  preserved  his 
constitution  in  all  its  youthful  vigour. 

Sabrino  next  gave  a  long  description  of  the 
diseases  that  afflict  the  negroes,  of  the  mode 
of  treating  them,  &c. ;  and  descanted  with  no 
small  vehemence  against  the  immoderate  use 
of  the  bottle  ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  every 
sentence  was  followed  by  a  glass,  as  if  he 
was  drinking  to  his  friends  in  the  island  of. 
bumpers.  By  this  time,  the  ladies,  who  were 
present  at  this  conversation,  and  perceived  the 
fondness  of  Don  Sabrino  for  the  bottle,  pre- 
pared coffee  as  an  antidote  against  the  effects 
of  that  dissipation  in  which  he  was  indulging,  at 
the  very  moment  when  he  was  condemning  it. 
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After  they  had  taken  coffee,  Sabrino  next 
gave  another  dissertation  on  the  destructive 
effects  of  confined  air  in  small  rooms  with  low 
ceilings,  which  the  company  breathe  again 
and  again  a  thousand  times,  although  all  its 
oxygenous  parts  are  dissipated ;  and  he  lec- 
tured half  an  hour  on  the  effect  of  stoves, 
which,  he  said,  destroy  more  than  the  plague 
itself.  In  order  to  prove  this,  he  supposed 
that  one  person  might  consume  a  gallon  of  air 
in  a  minute ;  and,  as  he  frequently  had  the 
room  in  which  he  sat  measured,  he  found  that, 
by  taking  the  length,  breadth,  and  height  of 
it  by  inches,  which  he  divided  by  231,  this 
calculation  gave  the  contents  of  the  room  in 
gallons  ; — then,  by  multiplying  the  number  of 
persons  in  a  room,  with  the  time  during  which 
they  remained  in  it,  he  could  ascertain,  at  least 
within  half  a  gallon,  when  every  one  had 
breathed  the  oxygenous  part  of  the  air  suffi- 
ciently till  it  was  no  longer  wholesome ;  after 
which,  he  recommended  that  the  doors  of  the 
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room  should  be  opened  and  shut  quickly  to 
admit  a  current  of  fresh  air.  This  expedient, 
he  said,  acted  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  of 
a  pump ;  so  that,  by  such  a  method,  he  could 
fill  a  room  at  any  time  with  such  a  quantity 
of  fresh  air  as  was  necessary  for  the  purpose 
of  free  respiration.  Though  this  piece  of  in- 
formation was  perhaps  new  to  many  of  the 
company,  it  was  not  so  to  James,  who  both 
knew,  and  had  frequently  employed  that  plan 
for  preserving  his  health,  when  he  was  at  any 
time  confined  to  a  small  apartment. 

In  this  manner  every  one  shewed  his  inge- 
nuity and  knowledge  for  the  benefit  of  the 
ladies ;  each  taking  his  own  method  of  recom- 
mending himself  to  their  attention.  But 
James  made  an  observation  that  gained  him 
more  applause  than  any  of  the  rest,  which 
was,  that  those  who  were  disposed  to  be  sober 
should  remain  in  one  room,  while  those  who 
wished  to  drink  more  should  remove  to  an- 
other ;  while  all  those  who  thought  that  they 
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had  sat  late  enough,  should  immediately  go 
to  bed.  The  last  motion  was  received  with 
unanimous  approbation  ;  so  that  this  select 
party  having  already  exhausted  almost  every 
subject,  and  emptied  almost  every  bottle,  arose 
to  depart,  although  the  affair  of  Don  Statius, 
for  the  discussion  of  which  they  had  met  toge- 
ther, was  never  mentioned.  But  this  was  no- 
thing extraordinary,  as  the  business  brought 
before  a  social  meeting  is  generally  the  last 
topic  of  conversation ;  and  the  urbanity  of 
the  present  company  afforded  a  proof  that 
differences  of  humour  or  opinion  have  no  effect 
in  interrupting  the  conviviality,  happiness,  or 
enjoyment  of  the  devotees  of  mirth  and  plea- 
sure : 

*'  Fled  are  the  moments  of  delusive  mirth, 
The  fancied  pleasure  !   paradise  divine  ! 

Hush'd  are  the  clamours  that  derive  their  birth 
From  gen'rous  floods  of  soul-reviving  wine." 
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CHAPTER  III. 

James  and  Don  Statius  having  paid  the  pro- 
mised visit  to  Donna  Murciada,  got  safely- 
home  and  went  to  bed.  James  slept  little,  as 
the  topics  and  disputes  which  had  occurred 
that  day,  ran  incessantly  through  his  imagina- 
tion ; — so  that,  in  a  moralizing  key,  he  began 
to  reflect  on  all  that  he  had  so  lately  seen  and 
heard,  and  to  draw  several  views  of  life  from 
the  diversity  of  persons'  humours,  inclinations, 
and  pursuits.  From  these  he  was  convinced 
that  the  causes  which  produce  good  and  evil 
among  mankind  were  so  diversified  by  vari- 
ous relations,  and  so  much  influenced  by  un- 
expected occurrences,  as  rendered  them  alto- 
gether uncertain,  and  beyond  calculation ; — 
and  he  at  last  concluded,  that  were  he  to  de- 
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liberate  on  the  motives  and  circumstances  of 
human  conduct  till  doomsday,  he  could  not 
form  any  settled  principles  respecting  the  re- 
sult. Wherefore,  as  he  found  no  end  to  these 
speculations,  and  was  lost  in  the  mazes  of  his 
own  imagination,  he  quietly  resigned  himself 
to  sleep. 

Next  morning  he  arose  before  breakfast, 
and  now  began  to  think  of  leaving  Cadiz,  and 
pursuing  his  journey.  But,  on  recollecting 
the  difficulties  which  he  had  lately  experi- 
enced, and  anticipating  the  unknown  dangers 
that  might  await  him,  his  mind  was  tossed  to 
and  fro  by  the  desire  of  continuing  his  travels 
on  the  one  hand,  and  by  the  fear  of  disasters 
accompanying  them  on  the  other. 

James,  however,  was  perfectly  satisfied, 
that,  having  embarked  for  the  purpose  of  see- 
ing and  knowing  the  world,  and  being  also 
aware  of  the  difficulties  attending  such  an  en- 
terprise,— he  must  encounter  every  obstruc- 
tion with  the  energy  of  an  undaunted  mind. 
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The  sufferings,  losses,  and  privations  of  his 
expedition,  he  had  maturely  considered ;  and 
hence  they  had  less  effect  upon  him,  than  they 
generally  have  upon  persons  of  weaker  reso- 
lution. The  confinement  which  he  suffered 
in  the  Inquisition  alone,  would,  to  any  but 
himself,  have  created  such  a  disgust  at  the 
place  and  the  country  where  it  existed,  as  no 
time  or  circumstance  could  ever  have  obliter- 
ated. 

Though  uninstructed  himself,  yet  he-  pos- 
sessed all  the  requisite  powers  of  improvement, 
and  left  nothing  undone  or  untried  to  obtain 
what  others  knew  from  a  better  education. 
He  was  persevering  in  every  thing  which  he 
undertook  ; — nor  did  he  suppose  that  the  ac- 
quisition of  knowledge  was  in  the  least  diffi- 
cult, even  to  those  of  ordinary  capacities,  if 
they  only  exercised  their  powers  of  applica- 
tion. For  his  own  part,  as  he  possessed  a 
sound  understanding,  and  judged  always  for 
himself  in  every  respect,  he  thereby  laid  the 
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foundation  of  solid  principles  ; — as  he  always 
acted  by  the  rules  of  propriety,  he  received  the 
approbation  of  the  wise  and  discerning ; — as 
he  disregarded  the  censures  and  opinions  of 
the  world,  he  never  deviated  from  the  princi- 
ples of  rectitude,  in  order  to  please  the  hu- 
mours of  others  ; — and,  as  he  had  an  eccentric 
turn  of  mind,  he  was  acceptable  to  almost  all 
those  with  whom  he  became  acquainted  in  the 
course  of  his  travels.  In  short,  there  never 
was  a  person,  perhaps,  better  qualified  than 
James,  to  learn  the  knowledge  of  men  and 
manners,  and  to  make  so  good  use  of  it  by  his 
own  observations  and  subsequent  reflections  : 

His  years  were  young,  but  his  experience  old, 
His  head  unmellow'd,  but  his  judgment  ripe  ! 

Our  traveller,  in  the  conversation  which  en- 
sued betwixt  him  and  Don  Statius  that  morn- 
ing at  breakfast,  endeavoured  still  to  discover 
his  rank  or  occupation ;  but  his  host  remain- 
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ed  as  silent  as  ever  upon  that  subject.  James 
therefore  continued  ignorant  of  the  matter ; 
and,  thinking  it  unsuitable  to  pry  into  the  se- 
crets of  a  man  whose  hospitality  he  was  shar- 
ing, resolved  to  wait  till  Don  Statius  himself 
should  make  the  discovery. 

He  had  now  lived  some  weeks  in  Cadiz,  and 
exceeded  the  time  he  had  allotted  for  seeing 
that  place; — ^he  had  become  wealthy  by  an 
accident  which  he  had  not  foreseen,  but  which 
he  did  not  consider  as  advantageous  to  his  pe- 
regrinations ; — still,  as  fortune  had  thrown  it 
in  his  way,  he  was  determined  to  benefit  by 
it,  and  move  henceforth  in  a  sphere  of  life  su- 
perior to  that  which  he  had  hitherto  assumed. 

Breakfast  had  scarcely  been  finished,  when 
the  postman  brought  a  letter  for  Don  Sta- 
tius, who,  after  opening  and  reading  it,  thus 
addressed  James ; — "  Do  you  know  that  I 
have  this  moment  been  informed,  by  that  let- 
ter, of  the  arrival  of  Don  Lebram  Statius,  a 
brother  of  mine  whom  I  have  not  seen  for  these 
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five  years, — who,  on  returning  to  Spain  from 
the  isle  of  Cyprus,  by  the  Leira,  is  wrecked 
off  Cape  de  Palos;  and  I  must  set  off  this 
instant  to  offer  him  assistance."  Then,  giving 
orders  to  have  a  chaise  ready  for  him  in  ten 
minutes,  he  bolted  all  the  window-shutters, 
locked  the  door,  and  stepped  into  the  chaise, 
assuring  James  that  he  would  return  in  ten 
days ; — then,  bidding  him  adieu,  and  order- 
ing the  postilion  to  drive  on,  he  was  out  of 
sight  in  an  instant. 

This  was  a  very  singular  and  unfortunate 
occurrence  for  our  poor  traveller,  as  all  his 
money  was  locked  up  in  Don  Statins'  house ; 
so  .that  he  now  stood  in  the  middle  of  the 
street  in  the  attire  of  a  nobleman,  without  a 
ducat  and  without  an  acquaintance  to  give 
him  one.  Not  recollecting  where  Don  Paly- 
dor  lived,  and  not  being  disposed  to  call  on 
him  again,  he  wandered  up  and  down  de- 
liberating what  to  do  in  his  present  circum- 
stances. In  going  along  the  streets,  however, 
he  was  luckily  recognised  by  Donna  Palydor 
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and  her  daughters,  who  were  then  alighting 
from  their  carriage.  James  turned  round ; 
but,  as  they  never  spoke,  he  did  not  consider 
it  consistent  with  good  breeding  to  accost 
them  first,  the  ladies  having  always  the  choice 
in  this  respect. 

Though  he  was  convinced  that  he  had  been 
observed  by  his  late  friends  ;  and  though 
Donna  Palydor  was  certain  that  it  was  James, 
— yet  she  lost  the  power  of  speech  from  the 
sudden  surprise  in  seeing  /wm, — who,  five 
days  before,  was  in  the  dress  of  a  cobbler, — 
now  equipped  in  the  attire  of  a  nobleman  ; — 
while  the  ease  of  his  gait,  as  he  walked  along, 
almost  convinced  her  that  he  was  what  her 
husband  once  supposed, — a  nobleman  travel- 
ling incog.  All  the  family  of  the  Palydors 
were  now  persuaded  of  what  they  consi- 
dered a  fact  ;  and  each  seemed  more  for- 
ward than  the  other  in  taking  credit  for  the 
discovery. 

James,  moving  deliberately  onwards,  (for 
he  had  no  occasion  to  be  in  haste)  was  ret  n 
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little  surprised  at  this  neglect ;  and  it  requir- 
ed some  arguments  to  account  for  this  seem- 
ing impropriety  in  their  conduct ; — till,  recol- 
lecting the  different  appearance  which  he  now 
made,  from  what  it  was  when  he  left  their 
house,  he  plainly  perceived  that  his  case  was 
much  altered ; — for,  while  he  very  properly 
thought  himself  a  beggar,  they  conceived  him 
to  be  a  nobleman  ;  although  this  considera- 
tion, in  his  opinion,  rendered  their  shyness 
still  more  inexplicable.  For  James  thought 
that,  had  he  been  a  nobleman  turned  into  a 
beggar,  it  would  have  been  a  very  different 
case,  and  afforded  a  sufficient  reason,  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  etiquette,  why  they 
neither  spoke  to  nor  took  any  notice  of  him, 
as  persons  are  generally  ashamed  to  acknow- 
ledge their  acquaintance  with  those  who  have 
been  unfortunate. 

Our  traveller  would  have  cared  nothing  for 
the  maxims  and  conduct  of  the  fashionable 
world,  if  he  could  have  supported  the  charac- 
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ter  which  he  now  assumed ; — but  how  to  act 
the  nobleman  with  an  empty  purse  was  a  part 
which  he  had  never  tried ;  and,  although  he 
paid  less  attention  to  distinctions  than  any 
man  on  earth,  he  could  not  be  reconciled  to 
this  sudden  and  degrading  change  in  his 
condition. 

After  losing  sight  of  Donna  Palydor,  he 
wandered  up  and  down  till  night,  exceedingly 
anxious  to  meet  with  Gorilla ;  but  he  neither 
saw,  nor  could  he  hear  the  least  tidings  of  his 
old  friend,  who,  although  in  rags,  might,  with 
his  music,  have  been  of  service  to  the  best- 
dressed  man  in  all  Cadiz.  He  now  took  up 
his  abode  for  the  night  in  a  respectable  ta- 
vern; from  the  persuasion  that,  had  he  en- 
tered a  house  of  a  lower  description,  he  must, 
from  his  dress,  have  been  apprehended  as  a 
swindler. 

Having  called  the  wpiter,  who  was  very  po- 
lite, he  ordered  supper  with  an  air  of  autho- 
rity ;  as  he  found  that  any  thing  short  of  it 
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might  have  occasioned  inquiries  to  which  he 
was  not  disposed  to  reply ;  and  an  elegant 
supper  was  instantly  produced. 

Next  day,  after  breakfast,  James  called  the 
landlord,  and  inquired  if  he  knew  Don  Paly- 
dor  ? — but  mine  host  replied,  that  he  had  ne- 
ver heard  of  such  a  person. 

Our  traveller  was  now  at  a  loss  what  to  do  ; 
— but,  mustering  up  courage,  he  said, — 
"  Well,  sir,  I  find  that  I  have  only  a  very 
small  supply  of  cash  to-day ;  and,  as  you  and 
I  are  utter  strangers,  I  cannot  expect  that 
you  should  let  me  off  without  settling  ac- 
counts ; — but  here  is  a  sword,  value  forty  pi- 
asters, which  I  shall  leave  in  payment  of  my 
reckoning."" 

The  landlord  did  not  seem  in  the  least  sur- 
prised at  this  expedient ; — ^probably  from  the 
number  of  swords  and  watches  usually  depo- 
sited with  him  in  the  same  way  ;  although  he 
inquired  particularly  where  he  had  got  the 
Rword, — if  the  handle  was  silver  or  plated,— 
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if  it  was  his  own, — and  put  many  questions  to 
the  same  purpose,  all  of  which  he  ventured  to 
utter  in  a  kind  of  jocular  manner; — but,  find- 
ing his  observations  indifferently  answered,  he 
at  last  demanded  to  know  from  his  guest  who 
or  what  he  w^as  ? 

"  What  the  d — 1  is  that  to  you  ?"  replied 
James  in  a  rage ;  "do  you  think  that  I  stole 
the  sword  ?"" 

"  Beg  your  pardon,"  answered  the  land- 
lord in  considerable  agitation ;  "  by  no  means, 
signor  ;  we  sometimes  use  a  little  freedom 
with  persons  of  rank,  who  allow  it  merely  as 
a  matter  of  course ,  and  we  generally  say  any 
thing,  be  it  what  it  may,  unless  stopped  in 
our  preamble  ,* — it  is  just  a  matter  of  course, 
you  may  depend  upon  it." — With  these  words, 
he  stepped  towards  the  door,  made  a  low  bow, 
and  instantly  retired. 

James  could  not  help  wondering  at  this  fel- 
low's impudence,  and  thought  that  he  certainly 
must  have  been  once  a  waiter, from  beingableto 
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acquit  himself  so  well  on  the  present  occasion  ; 
— and,  being  now  desirous  to  have  his  face 
and  head  trimmed  before  going  out,  he  rang 
the  bell  furiously,  and  ordered  the  waiter  to 
send  for  a  hair-dresser.  He  had  not  waited 
long,  when  the  barber  arrived,  and  began  to 
shave  him. 

"  You  have  a  strong  beard,  sir,"  said  he. 
"  Very  strong,*"  answered  James. — "  Good 
whiskers,  sir." — Very  good."" — ''  Strong  kind 
of  hair.*" — Very  strong."' — You  don't  wear 
powder,  your  honour  ?'^ — "  I  do  not. — Shall  I 
use  some  ?— "  You  may." — What  kind,  sir  ? 
— brown — white ; — any  colour  you  please  ?" — 
"  What !"  exclaimed  James,  "  are  there  more 
colours  of  hair-powder  than  one  ?" — "  Oh  !'" 
said  the  barber,  "  I  see,  sir,  you're  a  stran- 
ger ; — this  is  a  place  where  you  may  soon  get 
rid  of  your  money  : — I  say  no  more." 

James  inquired  of  the  barber  v/hat  he  meant 
by  all  this  ?  and  found  his  questions  answered 
much  more  quickly  than  he  could  put  them ; 
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indeed,  he  never  heard  a  man  speak  so  much 
and  so  fast  before.  He  was  now  proceeding 
to  give  James  a  history  of  his  family  ;  but  was 
prevented  by  the  entering  of  the  waiter,  whom 
James  asked  whether  barbers  were  kept  in  ta- 
verns for  the  purpose  of  asking  questions.? — 
This  had  the  desired  effect ;  as  the  barber 
bowed  and  retired,  speaking  to  himself  all  the 
way  to  the  door. 

James  was  now  the  best-dressed  man  in 
Cadiz,  and  left  the  inn  in  search  of  whatever 
might  occur  to  relieve  him  from  embarrass- 
ments. He  had  already  been  so  often  in  a  si- 
milar situation,  that  his  present  condition  be- 
came perfectly  easy,  and  gave  him  no  concern. 
James  walked  about  the  whole  forenoon,  and 
found  sufficient  amusement  in  looking  at  the 
shop-windows,  without  having  any  inclination 
to  buy  any  thing; — but,  as  dinner-time  ap- 
proached, he  hesitated  about  returning  to  the 
inn,  from  being  uncertain  whether  the  sword 
was    worth    so   much    as   would   defray   the 
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charges  of  his  entertainment ;  and,  therefore, 
resolving  to  pass  only  the  night  there,  he 
thought  of  amusing  himself  in  the  best  way 
he  could  till  it  became  dark. 

As  he  walked  along  the  streets,  a  man  of 
genteel  address,  but  in  shabby  attire,  came  up 
to  him,  and,  pulling  out  a  tin  box  that  was 
artfully  constructed  and  subdivided  into  sec- 
tions, shewed  it  to  him  as  a  great  curiosity. 
This  box  contained  snuff,  toothpicks,  and  a 
looking-glass,  besides  a  knife  and  a  corkscrew. 
James  acknowledged  that  there  was  some  in- 
genuity displayed  in  its  construction,  as  it 
could  serve  so  many  purposes,  and  save  the 
pockets  from  being  filled  with  the  several  ar- 
ticles which  it  contained.  The  owner  of  the 
box  assured  James  that  he  had  sold  a  great 
many  of  the  same  kind,  and  that  he  had  seve- 
ral other  things  equally  curious,  which  he 
should  see,  if  he  would  visit  his  shop  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

James  consented  to  do  so,  and  entered  the 
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house  of  Don  Perez,  a  dealer  in  cutlery  and 
hardware  on  a  limited  scale.  His  shop  seemed 
to  be  the  very  picture  of  poverty  ;  for  all  his 
stock  would  not  have  purchased  the  dress 
which  James  wore ;  and  hence  our  traveller 
was  naturally  led  to  make  a  sage  reflection  or 
two  on  the  artificial  show  and  the  false  ap- 
pearances that  are  so  often  to  be  met  with  in 
the  world.  James  perceived  that  every  man 
played  a  part  above  what  he  ought  to  do ;  as 
the  shopkeeper  assumed  the  character  of  the 
merchant, — the  merchant  that  of  the  banker, 
— and  the  banker  that  of  the  landed  proprie- 
tor,— while  the  proprietor  presumed  to  act 
the  part  of  the  legislator. 

Although  James  allowed  that  persons  might 
assume  the  dignity  and  air  of  their  betters  to  a 
certain  extent  without  much  blame,  yet  he  was 
convinced  that,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  such  a 
practice  was  inconsistent  with  the  rules  of  pro- 
priety,— for  he  found  that  the  thoughtless  and 
the  forward  were  generally  ambitious  of  at- 
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fcaining  distinction  beyond  their  rank,  and 
thereby  involved  themselves  in  embarrassments 
and  ruin  ;  and  hence  he  thought  that  every 
man  acted  most  wisely  when  he  did  not  aim 
at  things  above  his  reach,  but  attended  to  his 
own  profession,  in  which  he  was  best  fitted  to 
excel.  He  saw  many  evils  arise  from  ambi- 
tion and  dissatisfaction  with  ordinary  occupa- 
tions,  as  these  drove  men  into  schemes  which 
they  were  altogether  unable  to  accomplish, 
and  led  them  to  become  the  least  in  the  higher 
professions,  instead  of  being  the  greatest  in 
their  own. 

James  could  not  account  for  this  singular 
anxiety  manifested  by  sundry  people  about 
becoming  what  the  world  calls  great ;  and  he 
conceived  that  they  had  formed  a  false  esti- 
mate of  true  greatness,  which  consisted  rather 
in  the  qualities  of  the  mind  than  in  external 
condition  ; — and  that  it  was  most  frequently 
exhibited  in  the  characters  of  persons  who  had 
raised  themselves  from  obscurity  to  eminence, 
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although  he  acknowledged  that  their  ambition 
was  often  so  boundless,  as  to  prove  a  curse  to 
them  rather  than  a  blessing. 

Such  were  James'  remarks  on  the  present 
occasion,  although  he  had  not  time  to  pursue 
them  on  so  nice  a  subject  ;  for  Don  Perez, 
pulling  out  a  parcel  of  razors,  told  him  that 
they  were  the  cheapest  in  the  city,  and  the 
greatest  bargain  that  he  could  be  invited  to 
purchase.  To  this  mode  which  the  cutler 
adopted  for  selling  his  wares,  James  replied, 
that  he  ought  never  to  recommend  that  or  any 
other  article  for  its  cheapness,  as  he  would 
most  likely  sell  twenty  for  one,  by  saying  that 
they  were  the  dearest  that  could  be  got. 

From  the  circumstance  now  mentioned,  our 
traveller  perceived  that  this  simple  man  did 
not  know  his  business ;  and  therefore  was  not 
astonished  that  he  found  it  necessary  to  ex- 
pose his  wares  on  the  street,  as  he  had  not  the 
dexterity  to  sell  them  in  his  shop,  by  asking 
a  price  adequate  to  their  value. 
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Our  hero  was  grieved  to  think  that  Don 
Perez's  honesty  was  the  cause  of  his  poverty, 
and  lamented  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
assist  him  by  a  pecuniary  supply; — but  he 
resolved  to  give  him  such  an  advice  as  might 
tend  to  enlarge  his  business ;  and,  in  the 
meantime,  he  put  all  the  articles  of  his  shop 
in  order,  and  pasted  upon  the  windows  and 
shelves  the  necessary  appendages  of  his  differ- 
ent merchandize.  To  all  these  improvements, 
however,  Perez  objected,  by  saying  that  he 
had  a  way  of  his  own ;  and  that  his  ideas  and 
those  of  his  adviser  were  at  perfect  variance 
with  each  other. 

James  was  mortified  at  this  pertinacity, 
and  thought  it  no  wonder  that  the  world 
is  composed  of  rich  and  poor,  as  he  gene- 
rally found  the  former  possessed  the  know- 
ledge of  their  profession,  while  the  latter 
neither  knew  the  secrets  of  their  trade,  nor 
would  adopt  any  other  method  of  transacting 
business  but  their  own  !  Nay,  he  found  it  as 
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impossible  to  persuade  them  to  alter  their  old- 
fashioned  and  contracted  modes  of  dealing,  as 
it  was  to  induce  them  to  change  their  religion. 

The  cutler  having  thus  declined  to  take 
James'  advice,  proceeded  to  shew  him  sever- 
al other  articles. 

"  This,''  said  Don  Perez,  "  is  reckoned  a 
very  useful  article ;  it  is  a  bread  and  kettle 
toaster ;  it  answers  either  purpose  ;  and,  by 
attaching  this  rod  to  its  prongs,  it  becomes  a 
skreen,  which  prevents  the  heat  from  becom- 
ing too  great ;  at  the  same  time  that  it  serves 
to  dry  any  article  at  the  fire." 

James  felt  all  the  meltings  of  compassion 
for  the  simplicity  and  poverty  of  this  honest 
cutler,  who  might  have  gained  a  livelihood  by 
any  kind  of  labour,  or  by  making  the  articles 
which  he  was  unqualified  to  sell ;  and,  taking 
him  by  the  hand,  assured  him  that,  notwith- 
standing his  own  splendid  appearance,  he  was 
poorer  than  himself, — and  then  withdrew, 
paying  the  debt  which  he  had  in  this  instance 


CADI2:.  85 

contracted,  by  a  sincere  wish  for  his  future 
prosperity. 

Indeed,  James  was  incapable  of  amehorat- 
ing  the  condition  of  this  poor  cutler  in  the 
smallest  degree ;  nay,  he  even  considered  him 
as  past  reformation, — and  was  vexed  that  lie 
had  entered  the  shop  in  his  present  needy  cir- 
cumstances. 

He  now  therefore  sallied  out  of  it  ;  but 
he  had  not  gone  the  length  of  a  street, 
when  a  person  in  black  came  up  behind  him, 
and  begged  to  know  if  he  wanted  lodgings  ? 
James  was  not  a  little  surprised  at  the  ques- 
tion, and  instantly  demanded  the  reason  of 
the  inquiry.  The  person  told  him  that,  from 
his  manner  of  gazing  at  the  windows,  and  of 
staring  at  people  as  they  passed,  he  appeared 
to  be  a  stranger,  and  was  probably  in  want  of 
accommodation  for  the  night,  which  were  suffi- 
cient inducements  for  him  to  put  the  ques- 
tion. James  replied,  that  he  was  right  in  sup- 
posing him  to  be  a  stranger ;   and  acknow- 
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ledged  that  he  was  in  want  of  lodgings,  al- 
though not  now  going  in  quest  of  them  ;  and 
then  consented  to  proceed  to  his  house,  pro- 
vided it  was  one  of  credit  and  respectability. 
To  this  observation  no  answer  was  returned ; 
although  James  continued  to  follow  his  guide, 
who  led  him  up  and  down  several  streets,  un- 
til he  came  to  a  passage,  through  which  he 
was  desired  to  proceed  into  the  house.  James 
followed  him  for  the  sake  of  gratifying  his 
curiosity  to  know  every  thing  that  came  in  his 
way ; — and,  after  turning  down  several  stairs, 
the  man  opened  a  door,  through  which  James 
was  ushered  into  an  elegant  room,  where 
about  twenty  persons  were  playing  at  cards 
and  dice. 

James  discovered  this  to  be  a  gaming- 
house; and  began  to  think  that  the  sooner  he  got 
out  of  it  the  better,  not  only  because  he  might 
be  involved  in  mischief,  but  also  because  the 
persons  there  assembled  were  such  as  he 
could  not  reclaim,  and  as  the  only  advice  he 
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could  give  them  would  be,  that  they  should 
disperse  as  soon  as  possible.  He  therefore 
turned  upon  his  heel,  and  was  proceeding  out 
of  the  house,  when  a  gentleman  assured  him 
that  the  place  he  was  in,  although  dedicated 
to  amusements  of  this  sort,  was  highly  re- 
spectable, and  such  as  would  afford  him  both 
pleasure  and  amusement.  James  was  .per- 
suaded that  this  man  spoke  as  he  believed, 
and  that  he  was  honest  in  his  profession ;  but, 
to  become  a  gambler,  was  a  trial  of  James' 
virtue  which  he  could  not  easily  withstand  ; 
and  accordingly  he  said,  that  it  would  not  do. 
He  now  insisted  on  being  allowed  to  depart ; 
but  the  gentleman  would  not  suffer  him,  un- 
less he  paid  two  piasters  as  a  fine,  or  play  for 
it  at  any  game  in  the  room. 

In  these  circumstances,  and  in  order  to 
avoid  a  quarrel,  he  at  last  consented  to  re-en- 
ter the  room,  knowing  that  he  had  at  least  a 
chance  of  gaining  something  by  playing  a 
game,   while   there  was  nothing  but  loss  by 
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paying  two  piasters,  and  disgrace  himself  when 
he  had  not  these  to  pay.  In  this  situation  he 
assumed  a  stern  look,  and,  professing  that  he 
knew  a  little  of  chess  and  backgammon,  said 
that  he  would  stake  a  few  piasters  upon  the 
issue  of  a  game  at  any  one  of  these.  This 
kind  of  bravado  was  all  in  their  own 
style,  with  which  he  was  at  present  forced 
to  comply ;  but,  although  he  was  somewhat 
expert  at  backgammon,  he  knew  nothing  of 
chess,  except  the  names  of  rooks  and  bishops. 
Backgammon  was  luckily  fixed  on  as  the 
game,  at  which  James  was  very  superior,  from 
having  studied  Hoyle  in  his  confinement  at 
Seville  ;  and  he  accordingly  played  it  on  the 
general  principle  of  the  best  throws,  as  pointed 
out  in  the  treatise  of  that  author. 

It  was  now  agreed  on,  that  whoever  gained 
three  out  of  five  games  should  be  considered 
the  conqueror ; — and,  after  playing  keenly, 
James  at  length  carried  off  the  stake.  His 
antagonist  then  told  him  that  the  law  in  that 
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house  for  strangers  was,  that  the  loser  had  the 
option  to  play  double  or  quits  five  times, 
which,  after  a  severe  contest,  James  also 
won ;  and,  pocketing  sixty-four  piasters,  he 
took  his  departure  without  being  molested  by 
any  of  the  party. 

He  was  very  glad  that  they  suffered  him  to 
leave  them  in  so  easy  a  manner,  especially  as 
he  had  no  sword  ;  but  he  had  assumed  an  air 
of  the  highest  importance,  by  occasionally 
putting  his  right  hand  into  his  side-pocket,  as 
if  to  bring  out  something  that  was  not  there, 
which  answered  the  same  purpose  as  the  best 
Andrew  Ferrara  would  have  done  on  this  oc- 
casion. 

James,  after  paying  exorbitant  charges  for 
his  entertainment  at  the  gambling-house, 
(which,  however,  he  did  not  think  proper  to 
dispute),  was  still  in  possession  of  fifty  pias- 
ters ;  and,  entering  the  inn  where  he  had  been 
last  night,  with  an  additional  air  of  assumed 
authority,    he    called   for    supper,    throwing 
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down  a  handful  of  money,  and  at  the  same 
time  desiring  them  to  bring  his  sword.  The 
landlord,  overhearing  this  order,  told  the 
waiter  to  slip  down  the  sword  in  a  corner  of 
the  room  ;  and,  on  entering,  assured  his  guest 
that  it  had  been  in  the  same  place  since  he 
went  out,  and  that  he  had  kept  that  room 
purposely  for  his  honour ;  although  his  house 
had  been  so  full,  that  he  turned  away  several 
companies  for  want  of  room. 

James  perceived  that  the  whole  of  this  story 
was  a  lie  got  up  for  the  occasion,  and  that  this 
cunning  innkeeper  could  easily  change  the 
suspicious  grin  into  the  most  obsequious 
smile,  in  order  to  impose  on  the  creduhty  of 
his  gtiests,  and  extort  their  money  with  the 
greater  success.  Though  our  traveller  would 
readily  have  given  his  host  some  wholesome 
counsel,  yet,  as  he  had  resolved  to  quit  his 
house  the  next  day,  he  never  attempted  to  re- 
commend to  him  the  reformation  of  his  ha- 
bits, well  knowing  that  persons  who  are  so 
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fond  of  money  as  this  man  was,  were  not  to 
be  reclaimed,  either  by  advice,  precept,  or  ex- 
ample. 

Next  morning,  after  paying  the  best  price 
for  the  worst  entertainment,  James  departed 
from  the  inn,  being  followed  to  the  door  with 
a  thousand  blessings,  which,  he  knew,  were 
not  sincere,  and  which,  therefore,  were  more 
offensive  to  him  than  if  he  had  been  over- 
charged, or  even  robbed  of  his  money  ;— as 
he  would  rather  have  chosen  at  any  time  to  be 
maltreated,  than  deceived  by  false  pretences. 

James,  now  in  possession  of  his  sword,  and 
about  twenty  piasters,  which,  after  paying  for 
his  charges  at  the  inn,  were  all  that  he  had 
now  left  of  the  fifty,  soon  found  that  the  city 
swarmed  with  sharpers,  and  determined  to 
leave  it,  in  order  to  reside  at  a  short  distance 
on  the  sea-coast,  till  Don  Statius  should  return. 
He  found  this  expedient  the  more  necessary, 
as  he  was  constantly  imposed  upon,  and  even 
laughed  at  after  losing  his  money ;  so  that  he 
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would  rather  live  among  peat-mosses  and 
heath-clad  downs,  than  suffer  such  extortion 
any  longer, — so  natural  is  it  for  every  man  to 
adopt  the  most  opposite  extremes  of  conduct, 
when  those  which  he  has  already  tried  have 
proved  unsuccessful. 

Whether  James  acted  as  a  philosopher  in 
this  respect,  is  a  point  that  remains  for  future 
discussion ;  but,  in  the  meantime,  we  must 
be  contented  with  seeing  him  pass  the  float- 
ing-bridge, and  bending  his  course  towards 
the  west.  The  day  was  fine,  and  the  sea- 
breeze  blew  violently  against  his  back,  al- 
though it  would  have  been  more  in  his  favour 
had  it  blown  straight  in  his  face,  to  cool  his 
cheeks,  which  were  flushed  by  a  dose  he  had 
taken  from  his  brandy-bottle; — ^but  he  was 
hurried  along  by  the  gale,  and  had  even  to 
chase  his  hat  several  times  when  it  was  forced 
off  his  head  :  so  that,  with  the  united  effects 
of  the  brandy  and  the  running,  he  was  now  in 
a  state  of  complete  perspiration.    This  trifling 
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circumstance,  however,  never  gave  him  the 
smallest  concern ;  while  the  seeming  wonder 
expressed  by  the  Spaniards,  as  they  passed 
along,  gave  him  still  less.     The  sneering  cen- 
sures of  the  low  and  the  grovelling  were  to 
him  as  contemptible  as  their  approbation,  as  he 
considered  that  they  would  be  equally  ready 
to  apply  the  one  or  the  other,  according  as 
occasion  required,  or  their  humour  suggested. 
About  three  o''clock  in  the  afternoon  he 
arrived  at  Conil,  a  small  seaport-town,  where 
he  immediately  entered  an  inn.     The  land- 
lord, whose  name  was  Remer,  could  easily, 
from  the  redness  of  his  nose,  be  distinguished 
as  a  dealer  in  brandy  ;   and  the  house  was 
equally  damp  with  those   of  other  seaport- 
towns,  where  the  rooms  are  never  dry,  not- 
withstanding the  vast  quantities  of  yellow  sand 
with    which   they  are   daily  strewed.       The 
landlord,  who  sat  smoking  at  the  outside  of 
the  door,  rose  up  on  James'  arrival,  took  off 
his  hat,  made  an  obsequious  bow,  and  an- 
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swered  several  questions  which  were  imme- 
diately put  to  him.  Our  traveller  was  con- 
vinced that  no  personage  of  equal  greatness 
with  himself  had  ever  before  entered  Remer's 
inn ; — and  even  his  arrival  on  foot  did  not  seem 
to  alter  the  landlord's  opinion,  as  he  was  satis- 
fied, from  the  appearance  of  his  guest,  that 
his  carriage-and-four  would  soon  also  make 
their  appearance.  His  predilection  for  to- 
bacco was  such,  that,  while  he  pulled  off'  his 
hat,  in  which  his  large  and  well-trimmed  wig 
stuck  fast,  and  held  them  both  in  one  hand, 
he  took  hold  of  his  pipe  with  the  other  ;  and 
in  this  attitude  he  gave  now  and  then  another 
puff", — then  turned  round  on  his  heel  to  throw 
the  smoke  past  the  corner  of  the  house,  and 
ordered  the  waiter  to  shew  the  best  room, 
while  he  would  wait  the  arrival  of  the  noble- 
man'^s  suite. 

James,  who  was  now  in  the  best  room  of 
the  inn,  could  not  restrain  the  curiosity  which 
he  had  for  examining  the  walls,  that  were 
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hung  round  with  wretched  engravings, — the 
most  prominent  of  which  were  delineations  of 
the  history  of  the  Prodigal  Son. 

While  James  was  amusing  himself  in  ex- 
amining the  walls  of  the  room,  and  the  mot- 
ley group  of  pictures  with  which  it  was  sur- 
rounded, a  person  had  entered,  and  was  pre- 
paring to  dine  alone.  James  cast  a  look  at 
the  figure  of  a  tall  man  in  boots,  who  ordered 
so  many  things  at  once,  that  the  waiter  had 
got  the  landlord  and  his  wife  up  to  assist  him 
in  furnishing  the  innumerable  articles  which 
the  gentleman  had  ordered  for  his  dinner. 
James  evidently  saw  that  this  man  was  not  a 
traveller,  but  one  who  attempted  to  imitate 
these  gentlemen,  who,  from  being  constant  cus- 
tomers to .  innkeepers,  are  better  served  than 
any  other  persons,  and  at  half  the  expense. 

Although  the  landlord  did  his  utmost  to 
gratify  his  guest,  by  setting  before  him  the 
best  luxuries  which  the  house  afforded,  yet  he 
was  not  pleased  with  a  single  article  which  the 
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waiter  brought.  The  knives,  he  said,  were 
not  clean; — the  table-cloth  was  dirty; — the 
plates  were  cold ; — the  wine  was  d — d  sour  ; 
— the  brandy  bad  in  quality,  weak,  thick,  and 
new, — asking,  at  the  same  time,  if  he  had 
none  that  was  older  and  better  ?  At  length  he 
concluded  by  saying, — "  Waiter  !  see  that 
my  horse  is  well  cleaned  down: — desire  the 
boy  to  lead  him  to  the  pond,  and  to  sponge 
his  nose  :  —  tell  him  to  crop  his  beard, 
mane,  and  tail ; — let  them  be  well  combed ; 
let  his  feet  also  be  stuffed,  and  his  bed  be 
well  forked ; — give  him  a  few  beans  in  the 
measure  ;— dust  them  well,  and  damp  the 
feed. — Desire  the  chambermaid  to  put  on  a 
fire,  and  to  air  the  sheets. — Bring  up  paper, 
pens,  and  ink, — some  red  wax, — a  pair  of 
slippers,— a  nightcap, — half-an-ounce  of  to- 
bacco,—two  pipes,  and  to-day's  newspapers, 
— a  glass  of  soda,  with  a  bottle  of  ginger-beer, 
— a  boot-jack, — a  snufF-box, — a  toothpick, — 
and  articles  for  making  a  cooling  drink,— 
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warm   and  cold  water, — sugar, — with  lemon 
and  nutmeg. " 

All  these,  beside  many   other  articles,  he 
ordered  with   such   an   emphatic  tone,    that 
James   conceived   him  to  be   an   actor,  and 
that  he  was  now  probably  taking  an  excur- 
sion through  the  country,  till  he  came  to  the 
next  town  where  he  might  exhibit  on  a  theatre. 
But  whatever  he  was,  at  any  rate  he  was  at 
present  busily  employed  in  dining  and  speak- 
ing, finding  fault  with  every  thing,  and  pour- 
ing forth  a  torrent  of  abuse  against  the  land- 
lord and  waiter,  shewing  that  they  possessed 
all  the  bad  qualities  that  could  be  imagined, 
while  all  those  requisite  for  their  profession 
were  awanting. — This  was  quite  a  new  scene 
to  James,  who  was  much  amused  with  this 
man's  mode  of  eating ;  for  he  used  the  fork 
with  the  right  hand,  while  the  left  was  em- 
ployed in  pulling  the  bell.     This  fellow  made 
more  noise  and  uproar  than  any  other  fifty 
whom  James  had  ever  seen,  and  appeared  as 

VOL.  II.  E 


98    THE  ECCENTRIC  TRAVELLER. 

he  would  never  have  done  with  his  garrulity 
and  impertinence. 

As  James  had  now  sat  down  in  the  same  room, 
the  stranger  asked  him  if  he  thought  that  this 
was  a  place  fit  for  gentlemen  ?  James  allowed 
that  it  was  not ;  but,  as  there  was  no  other,  it 
was  well  enough ;  and  then  began  a  lecture  on 
travelling,  whereby  he  proved,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  this  visitor,  that,  notwithstanding  all 
his  orders  and  commands,— the  inconveniences 
and  troubles  on  a  road,  together  with  bad  beds 
and  bad  entertainment,  were  well  calculated 
to  make  us  more  reconciled  to  our  situations 
at   home,    the   comforts   of  which    were  too 
much    overlooked   by   the    most   of   people. 
He   at   last    concluded   by   remarking,    that 
every  one  had  now  adopted  a  system  of  com- 
petition, who  should  have  the  best  house  and 
the   most    splendid   furniture,    without  ever 
thinking  who  was  to  pay  for  them. 

These  observations,  made  by  a  person  of 
so  respectable    an  appearance,   produced  an 
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immediate  change  on  the  temper  of  the  stran- 
ger, who,  assuming  the  most  obsequious  ad- 
dress,  requested  that  James  would   honour 
him  with  his  company ;  and  for  this  purpose 
he  rose  up,  and  handed  him  a  chair.     From 
this  degree  of  complaisance,   he  seemed  to 
possess  manners  suited  to  every  one  he  met 
with ;  and,  taking  James  for  a  grandee,  from 
the  splendour  of  his  dress,  begged  to  know 
when  he  intended  to  leave  the  inn  ?    James 
told  him  that  he  had  come  there  merely  out 
of  curiosity  to  see  the  place,  and  that  he  had 
walked  that  day  from   Cadiz. — "  Mercy  on 
us !"  exclaimed  he,  "  to  walk  twenty  miles  to 
visit  the  low,  despicable  town  of  Conil !    a 
place  where  there  is  nothing  either  to  be  had 
or  seen  !    Had  you  gone  to  Palos,  you  might 
have  witnessed  the  spot  whence  the  discoverer 
of  the  New  World  embarked  ;— but  to  come 
to  such  a  wretched  place  as  this. — Pray,  sir, 
may  I  ask  your  reason  for  coming  hither  ?— 
you  probably  belong  to ''^ 
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''  1  belong  to  no  place,"  interrupted  James; 
"  my  exploits  in  travelling  are  as  well  known 
here  as  they  are  everywhere  else;  and  the 
only  remarkable  difference  which  I  can  see 
betwixt  one  place  and  another,  is  the  diversity 
of  conduct  exhibited  by  those  whom  I  meet 
with.  But,  as  you  seem  desirous  to  know  my 
profession,  may  I  presume  to  ask,  sir,  what  is 
yours  ?'' 

•'  Beg  your  pardon,  sir  ;  I  never  tell  who 
I  am  by  profession  : — my  name  is  quite 
enough  for  you  : — Don  Sypro, — remarkable 
only  for  making  a  noise  and  kicking  waiters 
down  stairs.  I  travel,  sir,  for  that  purpose, 
and  am  employed  as  a  bully  ; — for  how  the 
d — 1  could  you  expect  to  be  civilly  treated  by 
these  fellows,  if  they  were  not  drilled  in  this 
way  ?  In  short,  sir,  it  is  owing  entirely  to  me 
that  you  now  get  what  you  call  for." 

James  found  greater  difficulty  in  compre- 
hending the  character  of  this  man  than  that 
of  anv  whom  he  had  ever  seen ;  and  conclud- 
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ed  that  he  must  be  an  actor,  as  he  had  at  first 
supposed,  who,  having  had  a  good  benefit, 
thought  of  amusing  himself  at  the  expense  of 
others,  as  they,  in  their  turn,  had  done  at 
his. 

Our  traveller  had  now  sat  till  the  evening, 
talking  in  this  incoherent  style ;  when  the 
waiter  entered,  with  two  or  three  grave-look- 
ing personages,  and  requested  that  they  might 
be  allowed  to  take  a  side  of  the  room. 

"  No,  d — me  !"  cried  Don  Sypro,  "  no 
sides  here  : — that's  what  I  never  allow  ; — but 
if  these  gentlemen  will  join  this  friend  and 
me,'" — (bowing  to  James,  who  acquiesced,) 
- — "  they  shall  be  welcome  to  our  company ."" 
The  gentlemen  agreed  to  this  proposal,  and 
took  their  seats  under  the  titles  of  Don  Ortez 
and  Zambullo,  the  one  a  lawyer,  and  the  other 
a  doctor ;  together  with  another  diminutive 
figure  about  four  feet  high,  and  one  or  two 
persons  besides.  Supper  was  ordered  ;  and, 
to  prevent  any  clamour  on  the  part  of  Don 
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Sypro,  the  table  exhibited  something  bet- 
ter than  a  good  dinner ;— as  the  landlady  had 
sent  up  all  the  dishes  that  were  prepared  for 
another  company,  besides  two  or  three  dishes 
of  game,  none  of  which  had  formerly  appeared 
at  table. 

By  nine  o'clock,  a  well-furnished  board  al- 
lured and  cheered  the  guests ;  the  room  was 
filled  with  smoke,  and  an  effluvium  ascend- 
ed that  floated  betwixt  the  table  and  the 
roof,  which  was  very  low  ; — so  that,  while  the 
air  was  excluded,  they  all  sat  in  a  stew  of 
sweat,  that  was  often  pendent  from  their  noses. 
But  all  this  was  nothing  to  the  stew  in  which 
they  were  after  supper.  Don  Sypro  took  out 
his  pipe,  and  smoked  tobacco,  while  the  doc- 
tor and  Don  Ortez  made  a  bowl  of  brandy- 
punch.  James  next  began  to  puif;  and  his 
tobacco  being  dry,  sent  up  such  a  dense  cloud 
of  smoke,  that  the  company  were  at  times  in- 
visible to  each  other.  In  this  situation,  James, 
being  seized  with  a  fit  of  coughing,  overturned 
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a  jug  of  boiling  water,  which  scalded  Don 
Ortez,  who  instantly  sprung  up,  danced 
about  the  room,  and  roared  out  for  mercy. 
The  whole  company  was  now  in  an  uproar. 
The  doctor  insisted  on  opening  the  win- 
dow, declaring  that,  if  they  did  not  admit 
fresh  air,  he  could  not  answer  for  the  conse- 
quences. 

"  'Tis  of  no  consequence  to  talk  about  air," 
exclaimed  a  voice  from  a  corner  of  the  room ; 
"  why  the  deuce  would  you  open  the  window, 
when  I  am  scalded  to  death  ?  Besides,  my  coat, 
waistcoat,  and  stockings  are  all  off." 

"  You  may  take  off  your  trowsers  too,"  re- 
plied the  doctor ;  "  but  if  you  continue  in 
this  place  ten  minutes"  The  doctor  could 
not  finish  his  remark,  but  darted  instantly  out 
of  the  room.  The  smoke,  steam,  and  noise 
rather  increased  than  diminished;  and  the 
whole  company  were  in  a  state  of  confusion, 
when  Don  Sypro  called  to  order,  and  agreed 
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to  sing  a  song.  This  brought  back  the  doc- 
tor, who,  having  recovered  his  breath,  was  so 
fond  of  music,  that  he  would  rather  run  the 
risk  of  suffocation,  than  lose  the  entertainment 
which  it  afforded.  This  song  was  loudly  ap- 
plauded, and  James  declared  that  it  was 
just  the  kind  of  music  which  he  liked ;  that 
singing  with  the  voice,  however  executed,  was 
in  itself  natural,  and  infinitely  preferable  to 
music  performed  by  fiddles,  harps,  and  piano- 
fortes, which  were  only  fit  for  Punch's  opera. 
The  noise  still  increased,  and  drowned  the  re- 
peated cries  of  "  Silence  !" — ''  Order,  bre- 
thren !"  The  bowl  was  now  out ;  and  the 
doctor,  on  examining  the  measure,  declared 
it  to  be  a  melancholy  fact,  that  they  had  then 
drunk  a  gallon  ! 

"  Don''t  you  know,  gentleman,"  said  a  voice 
from  the  lower  end  of  the  room,  that,  under 
the  present  existing  laws  and  government  of 
the  country,  money  may  be  made  of  potato- 
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peelings  ? — a  good  representative,  gentlemen 
1  hope  you  are  unanimous '^ 

"  No,"  replied  the  doctor ;  "  these  are  too 
like  the  vegetable  kind." 

"  Vegetable !"  said  Don  Sypro ;  "  what 
kind  of  spirit  is  that  ?  Do  you  call  my  visit 
to  the  city  of  Conil  a  vegetable?  I  say  all 
these  are  chemists,  and  all  chemists  are  mad. 
Shew  me  a  chemist,  and  I'll  shew  you ." 

"  Shew  me  the  d — 1,"  said  the  doctor ; 
while  he  filled  another  bowl  amidst  the  roar 
of  the  company,  which  drowned  his  observa- 
tions upon  that  subject. 

A  little  squat  figure  that  had  sat  in  a  corner 
unobserved,  now  started  up  from  a  chair,  and 
disputed  the  company's  right  of  talking  about 
chemists,  and,  raising  his  voice  to  the  same 
pitch  as  those  of  his  antagonists,  insisted  on 
being  heard ; — then,  with  a  tone  equal  to  that 
of  a  swell-trumpet  or  cornet,  in  open  diapason 
and  sesquialtra,   he  exclaimed, — "  Sudorific 
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medicines  are  certain  preventives  of  hectic 
sweats." 

"  'Tis  a  d-— d  lie,"  cried  the  player ;  ac- 
companying the  last  word  with  a  knock  on 
the  table,  which  overturned  the  candle ;  and 
they  yielded  the  argument  to  the  little  man, 
who  thus  rejoined  :— 

"  I  say  again,  does  not  every  one  know  that 
perspiratory  action  is  our  very  existence  ?  that, 
when  the  fluids  are  decomposed,  action  and 
re-action  never  fail  to  produce  coagulation,  by 
which  vinous  stimulants  produce  their  effects ; 
and  that  the  corrosive  sublimate  has  been  of 
the  greatest  use  in  many  desperate  cases; 
that  vegetable  alkali  decomposed  produces 
vinous  acetic  fermentation,  by  engendering 
carbonic  acid  gas,  hydrogen,  or  oxygenated 
acid  gas,  all  of  which  being  decomposed,  pro- 
duce a  definitious  effect !" 

"  What  the  d— 1  is  the  fellow  saying  ?'^ 
asked  the  doctor. 
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"  I  am  saying,''  replied  he,  "  that  the  juices 
affecting  the  digestive  organs  are  improved 
by  diluted  stimulants,  which  promote  diges- 
tion, and  strengthen  the  viscera ;  that  vitrio- 
lic, nitrous,  and  marine  acids,  relax  the  solids, 
by  producing  flatulence  and  tremors,  while 
corrosive  sublimate  stimulates  acetous  fer- 
mentation."* 

This  long  chemical  digression  was  inter- 
rupted by  Don  Ortez,  who  requested  the  com- 
pany to  preserve  silence ;  and  then  address- 
ing Zambullo,  said — 

"  D — n  it,  doctor,  is  it  not  a  devilish 
thing  one  can't  get  a  direct  answer?" — 
and  insisted  that  a  bottle  of  brandy  was  the 
best  doctor  in  the  whole  company. 

*'  Hand  the  doctor  here,  then,"  said  the 
gentleman  ;  and,  while  decanting  a  glass  in  its 
original  purity,  he  declared  it  to  be  a  vinous 
inflammable  liquor,  consisting  of  pure  carbo- 
nic acid  gas,  without  azote,  hydrogen,  or  oxy- 
gen ;  and  that  all  fermented  liquors  decom- 
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posed,  produced  hydrogen,  carbonated  hydro- 
gen gas,  and  sulphurated  hydrogen  gas." 

Don  Sypro,  who  had  fallen  asleep  during 
this  chemical  lecture,  began  to  yawn,  and  de- 
manded to  know  what  objection  any  of  them 
had  to  his  former  assertion  respecting  money  ? 
and  asserted,  that  he  had  both  read  on  the 
subject,  and  studied  it  profoundly,  and  still 
saw  no  difference  in  point  of  representation, 
either  between  gold,  zinc,  or  platina. 

James  was  completely  tired  of  their  disputes; 
for,  as  most  of  them  were  chemists,  he  found 
that  there  would  not  likely  be  a  speedy  end 
to  their  arguments ;  wherefore  he  took  an 
opportunity,  while  they  were  in  the  heat  of 
discussion,  to  leave  the  room,  and  go  to  bed. 
But,  neither  the  fatigues  of  the  day,  nor  the 
quarrels  of  the  night,  produced  any  inchna- 
tion  for  sleep  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  lay  awake 
several  hours,  and  began  to  reflect  on  his  si- 
tuation, and  the  unsettled  state  of  life  which 
he  was  now  pursuing.     So  far  as  he  could 
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judge,  it  was  devoid  of  rationality  ;  and  if  the 
world  was  only  to  be  seen  at  such  a  sacrifice, 
he  thought  that  the  sooner  he  retired  from  it 
the  better.  His  time,  he  considered,  had  been 
spent  in  scenes  which  gave  him  no  pleasure 
in  the  subsequent  reflection ;  and  he  was  per- 
suaded that  there  was  a  something  in  the  his- 
tory of  man,  of  which  he  was  still  as  ignorant 
as  when  he  first  left  the  castle  of  Carvanty. 
With  these  reflections  he  at  length  fell  asleep ; 
but  he  no  sooner  saw  the  light  of  another  day, 
than  they  instantly  vanished,  and  he  was  again 
ready  to  encounter  fresh  dangers  and  difficul- 
ties, if  he  could,  in  the  smallest  degree,  bene- 
fit those  for  whom  he  travelled. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

James,  in  his  excursion  to  the  village  of  Co- 
nil,  had  there  found  more  entertainment  of  a 
certain  description,  than  he  could  have  ex- 
pected in  such  a  place ;  and  hence  learned, 
that  every  where  one  may  meet  with  sources  of 
amusement,  in  studying  the  characters  of  man- 
kind. He  also  discovered,  that  the  paltry  inn 
which  he  had  just  left,  was  frequented  by 
persons  of  considerable  talent  and  respectabi- 
lity, who,  wearied  by  the  usual  occupations  of 
the  day,  and  forgetting  their  cares,  under  the 
influence  of  the  social  glass,  and  the  fumes  of 
tobacco,  engaged  in  discussions  on  all  kinds 
of  subjects. 

It  was  impossible  for  James  to  condemn 
altogether  this  mode  of  spending  time;   a& 
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many  of  these  persons  had  nothing  else 
to  do  but  amuse  themselves  in  the  best  way 
they  could,  and  looked  forward  to  their 
meeting  at  the  club,  as  the  only  circum- 
stance that  could  create  a  something  in  the 
blank  of  their  existence.  In  so  far,  then, 
as  such  a  mode  of  recreation  was  innocent, 
James  thought  that  it  might  be  allowed ;  but 
whether  it  was  rational  or  not  depended  upon 
the  opinion  of  the  persons  themselves,  who, 
however  they  might  differ  in  other  matters, 
agreed  that  they  should  carry  on  their  debates 
amidst  the  fumes  of  tobacco. 

James  had  long  been  accustomed  to  smoke  ; 
although  he  neither  knew  the  origin  of  the  prac- 
tice, nor  could  account  for  the  predilections 
which  many  people  entertained  for  it ;  but  he 
acknowledged  that  its  stimulating  effects  were 
such  as  to  recommend  it  to  general  use.  It 
was  allowed,  on  all  hands,  to  be  an  antidote 
against  the  plague  ;  and  he  therefore  did  not 
wonder  at  its  increase,  considering  how  many 
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plagues  require  to  be  mitigated  by  all  the  arts 
of  human  ingenuity. 

Among  other  particulars  that  are  here  wor- 
thy of  notice,  James  heard  a  story  of  a  chal- 
lenge that  was  given  by  six  of  the  members  of 
this  smoking  club,  who,  having  hired  a  coach 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  their  frolic  into 
effect,  seated  themselves  on  each  side  of  it, 
and,  having  closed  the  windows,  blew  in  one 
another's  faces  volumes  of  smoke,  till  tliey 
could  not  see  each  other  ; — although  none  of 
them  durst  adopt  any  means  of  dispersing  it, 
as  it  had  been  agreed,  that  the  first  who  should 
open  the  window,  should  forfeit  a  supper  and 
drink,  a  pound  of  tobacco,  and  a  gross  of  pipes. 
Although  these  frolics  sometimes  afforded  no 
small  diversion,  yet,  in  one  of  their  smoking 
excursions,  an  unlucky  accident  happened,  by 
some  embers  from  a  pipe  setting  fire  to  the 
loose  straw  in  the  carriage,  from  which  the 
party  narrowly  escaped  before  it  was  burnt 
about  their  ears.     Such   amusements  as  these 
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James  considered  not  only  degrading,  but 
also  dangerous;  although  he  acknowledged 
that  they  suited  the  habits  and  inclinations  of 
persons  who  knew  nothing  better,  and  were 
not  without  their  use  as  expedients  to  prevent 
idleness. 

Our  traveller  having  left  Conil,  crossed  the 
river,  proceeded  eastward,  and  arrived  at  Cadiz 
by  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening.  He  went  di- 
rectly to  Don  Statins'  house ;  but  was  mortified 
to  find  that  it  was  still  shut  up,  and  knew  not 
what  to  do  or  where  to  go.  He  reflected 
that,  should  he  enter  the  gaming-house,  he 
might  lose,  and  would  have  nothing  to  pay, — 
but  he  had  yet  to  learn  the  penalty  of  such  a 
trial; — if  he  returned  to  the  inn,  where  he  had 
left  his  sword,  he  might  have  to  leave  it  again, 
and  thus  discover  his  real  poverty  under  ap- 
parent riches  ; — if  he  went  to  Don  Perez,  the 
dealer  in  razors,  he  might  involve  this  poor 
man  in  additional  expenses,  which  he  could 
not  aiford  ; — and,  should  he  go  to  Don  Paly- 
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dor^s,  he  must  submit  to  give  such  an  expla- 
nation of  his  circumstances  as  he  was  unwill- 
ing to  do  on  the  present  occasion. 

A  thousand  ideas  came  into  his  head,  by  any 
of  which,  if  it  had  been  realized,  he  would  have 
soon  been  provided  for  ;  but,  as  wishes  would 
not  serve  instead  of  their  accomplishment,  he 
therefore  found  it  necessary  to  adopt  some 
scheme  for  relieving  himself  from  his  present 
embarrassments.  For  this  purpose,  he  thought 
of  inquiring  at  the  house  adjoining  that  of 
Don  Statius,  whether  the  domestics  had  heard 
any  thing  of  that  gentleman  since  he  left 
Cajdiz  ?  On  knocking  at  the  door,  and  asking 
about  his  old  friend,  a  servant  told  him,  that 
his  master  had  received  a  letter  from  Don 
Statius,  in  which  he  was  requested  to  inform 
any  one  who  called  for  him  that,  owing  to 
particular  circumstances,  he  could  not  return 
before  two  months. 

This  intelligence  increased  greatly  the  anxi- 
ety of  our  traveller,  who  had  scarcely  enough 
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of  money  to  serve  him  for  three  days ;  after 
which  he  would  be  reduced  to  beggary.  In 
this  situation,  he  knew  not  what  to  do ; — for, 
should  he  go  to  the  inn,  his  money  would  be  all 
spent  the  first  day  ;  his  sword  must  be  pledg- 
ed for  his  dinner  the  second ;  and  he  would 
likely  be  sent  to  jail  for  the  reckoning  on  the 
third.  The  embarrassment  in  which  he  was 
now  involved,  occasioned,  as  it  well  might,  a 
momentary  fit  of  despondency  ; — but  he  soon 
regained  his  wonted  composure,  and  resolved 
to  betake  himself  to  some  kind  of  labour, 
whereby  he  might  honestly  earn  his  subsist- 
ence :  for  he  was  not  one  of  those  whom  pride 
will  not  allow  to  work  rather  than  starve,  and 
who,  by  misfortunes,  are  reduced  at  once  from 
the  height  of  affluence  to  the  depth  of  poverty. 
-—James  had  also  too  noble  a  spirit  to  think  of 
applying  to  any  of  his  friends  for  relief  in  this 
extremity,  and  therefore  would  not  deign  to 
call  on  Donna  Murciada,  but  determined  at 
once  to  seek  employment  in  any  way;^^so, 
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having  passed  the  night  in  a  house  for  a  very- 
moderate  charge,  he  went  out  in  the  morning 
to  hire  himself  as  a  cooper. 

After  caUing  on  four  or  five  persons  of  that 
profession,  they  all  assured  him  that  they  had 
no  work  for  strangers ; — that  their  men  al- 
ways wrought  by  the  year ; — that  trade  was 
so  dull,  that  they  had  men  to  pay  who  did  no- 
thing for  it ; — and  thus  James  found  no  op- 
portunity to  exercise  his  talents  and  useful- 
ness in  that  profession.  Nor  was  this  all, — 
for  the  sneer  and  ridicule  thrown  out  on  his 
appearance  as  a  nobleman,  while  he  sought 
employment  as  a  labourer,  added  another  in- 
sult to  his  best  intentions.  James,  however, 
despised  these  fellows  as  much  as  they  seemed 
to  despise  him  ; — and,  after  fruitless  applica- 
tions to  several  other  coopers,  found  that  he 
could  neither  receive  encouragement  in  that 
line,  nor  be  permitted  to  make  tubs  or  ladles, 
and  sell  them  at  the  market,  as  he  was  not  a 
freeman  of  the  city  of  Cadiz.    To  this  forlorn 
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condition  was  James  now  reduced,  after  hav- 
ing been  offered  the  highest  honours  of  the 
place. 

James  having  thus  tendered  his  services  to 
persons  of  almost  every  profession,  could  not 
succeed  in  procuring  employment ;  and,  as  it 
now  became  necessary  that  he  should  do  some- 
thing to  keep  him  from  starving,  he  called  at 
a  register-office,  and  was  soon  engaged  as  ser- 
vant to  an  elderly  lady,  whose  name  was  Sig- 
nora  Clari.  This  lady  had  a  strange  predilec- 
tion for  plays  ;  and,  in  order  to  secure  admis- 
sion at  all  times  into  the  theatre,  she  engaged 
a  whole  box  for  herself  and  her  friends  every 
night,  and  despatched  James  thither  to  keep 
the  door. 

This  occupation  was  very  irksome  and  dis- 
agreeable to  our  traveller,  as  he  had  to  open  and 
shut  the  box-door  the  whole  night  to  persons 
far  inferior  to  himself,  and  answer  questions  to 
senseless  fops  and  consummate  coxcombs.  He 
was  obliged  to  lay  aside  his  elegant  dress,  and 
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now  appeared  in  the  livery  of  the  family,  which 
consisted  of  a  white  coat,  turned  up  with  blue. 

One  night  he  was  observed  by  the  family 
of  Don  Paly  dor,  who  had  taken  a  box  next 
to  the  one  which  James  kept ;  and  this  trans- 
formation of  a  person  whom  they  had  taken 
for  a  nobleman  into  a  livery-servant,  did  not 
pass  unnoticed  by  Donna  Mercia,  who  congra- 
tulated herself  on  the  narrow  escape  she  had 
made  in  her  choice  of  a  husband. 

James  continued  with  this  lady  during  a 
month,  at  the  end  of  which  he  informed  her 
that  the  time  he  had  agreed  for  was  expired  ; 
and  he  now  determined  that,  before  engaging 
for  another  place,  he  should  be  better  inform- 
ed respecting  the  office  which  he  was  to  hold. 

The  degrading  situation  which  James  late- 
ly held  was  considered  by  him  as  the  greatest 
sacrifice  of  his  dignity  that  he  had  ever  made 
or  suffered  in  his  travels ;  for,  had  his  en- 
gagement extended  only  to  the  kitchen  or  the 
pantry,  he  could  have  then  acquitted  himself 
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to  his  own  satisfaction  and  that  of  his  employ- 
er ;  but  he  never  dreamed  that  it  would  ever 
be  his  lot  to  be  set  up  as  a  show  at  a  box-door 
in  a  playhouse. 

He  now  became  impatient  for  the  speedy 
return  of  Don  Statins ;  but,  as  he  could  re- 
ceive no  account  whatever  of  that  gentleman, 
he  was  forced  to  enter  into  the  service  of  Don 
Gallina,  an  honest,  worthy  man,  who  had  lost 
nearly  all  his  fortune  in  serving  his  friends ; 
all  of  whom  despised  him,  notwithstanding  his 
past  favours,  on  finding  that  they  had  now  no 
more  to  receive. 

When  James  entered  Don  Gallina's  service, 
his  whole  time  was  spent  in  making  out  lists 
of  debts  which  he  never  contracted,  and  in 
devising  means  for  paying  bills  which  he  did 
not  owe.  James  knew  perfectly  his  master's 
situation  ;  and,  feeling  a  degree  of  sympathy 
for  him  which  he  could  not  conceal,  took 
an  opportunity  one  morning,  after  removing 
the  breakfast- cloth,  to  address  Gallina,  while 
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sitting  pensively  in  his  own  chair,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : — 

"  Sir,  the  situation  in  which,  I  have  heard, 
you  are  unfortunately  placed  by  your  services 
to  others,  demands  my  interference,  which, 
however,  being  that  of  a  valet,  you  may  deem 
somewhat  presumptuous." 

"  By  no  means,"  replied  Don  Gallina ; 
"  the  opinion  of  a  valet  is  preferable  to  that 
of  interested  persons  who,  from  their  know- 
ledge of  the  wealth  which  I  once  possessed, 
have  allowed  me  no  rest,  until  all  my  needy 
friends  and  acquaintances  have  reduced  me 
nearly  to  a  level  with  themselves."" 

This  reply,  which  was  delivered  with  that 
openness  of  mind  which  Gallina  possessed, 
struck  James  with  astonishment ;  and  he 
found  that  his  new  master  was  already  his 
friend.  He  had,  indeed,  been  so  to  every 
one  with  whom  he  was  acquainted,  although 
they  had  taken  advantage  of  his  kindness ; — 
and  it  was  a  fortunate  circumstance  that  our 
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worthy  traveller  became  his  domestic,  as,  by 
his  means,  Don  Gallina  was  saved  from  ruin. 

It  were  needless  to  enter  into  the  particulars 
of  this  man''s  history,  which,  like  that  of  many 
others,  was  a  long  and  a  melancholy  one, — 
although  he  had  not  travelled  so  far  as  James, 
and  knew  nothing  beyond  the  inclination  of 
doing  good  with  his  money,  which  he  had  ac- 
quired by  great  toil  and  labour  in  his  pro- 
fession. But  he  would  not  hoard  that  wealth 
which  might  be  usefully  bestowed  ;  and  hence 
he  had  given  away  no  less  than  two-thirds  of 
it  in  annuities,  gratuities,  and  benefactions  ; 
— although  he  found  that  the  persons  who  re- 
ceived these  were  still  as  needy  as  before,  and 
that  he  had  no  chance  of  peace  whilst  he  had 
either  a  house,  servants,  or  even  the  least  ap- 
pearance of  wealth  remaining. 

From  this  representation,  James  understood 
his  master's  disposition, — together  with  the 
fruitless  effects  of  his  beneficence, — and  there- 
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fore  addressed  him  again  in  the  following 
manner : — 

''  That  there  is  no  pleasure  on  earth  equal 
to  that  of  benefiting  others,  is  a  maxim,  the 
truth  of  which  is  so  well  known  as  to  require 
no  explanation  ;  and  which  I  myself  have  of- 
ten experienced." 

•'  Experienced  !"  cried  Don  Gallina,  aston- 
ished ;  "  and  were  you  ever  in  a  situation 
which  enabled  you  to  make  a  trial  of  this 
maxim  P'"* 

"  Yes,"  answered  James,  "  I  have  been 
formerly  in  better  circumstances  ;  and,  how- 
ever extraordinary  it  may  appear  to  you,  I 
am  possessed  of  wealth  far  beyond  that  of  the 
average  of  persons  who  have  acquired  the 
name  of  being  independent." 

"  Mercy  on  us  !"  exclaimed  Don  Gallina, 
"  possessed  of  riches  and  independence,  and 
yet  choosing  to  act  the  part  of  a  lackey  !" 

"  True,  it  may  appear  singular,"  replied 
James  ;   •'  but  it  would  be  well  for  many  who 
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pretend  to  be  rich,  were  they  to  act  in  the 
same  manner ;  for  I  consider  it  more  honour- 
able to  labour  for  one's  subsistence,  than  to 
live  above  one's  income,  or  to  spend  another's 
property." 

"  It  is  very  true,'"  replied  Don  Gallina ; 
"  but  this  is  the  most  singular  thing  which  I 
ever  heard  of,  that  a  man  should  renounce  his 
rank  to  save  his  property  ; — but  there  is  wis- 
dom in  the  scheme,  and  I  should  have  made 
lackeys  of  all  my  friends  and  relations,  in- 
stead of  providing  them  with  money  to  make 
them  beggars." 

"  I  cannot  say  any  thing  respecting  that," 
answered  James ;  "  but,  unless  your  riches 
are  the  greater,  your  friends  will  soon  make  a 
lackey  of  you,  and,  what  is  v>^orse,  one  out  of 
employment ; — nay,  you  are  the  last  person 
whom  they  will  recommend,  as  they  know 
you  are  incapable  for  the  service,  and  that 
they  would  be  liable  to  damages  for  recom- 
mending a  person  to  take  charge  of  another's 
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property,  who  could  not  take  sufficient  care 
of  his  own." 

At  this  last  observation  Don  GalHna  shift- 
ed about  on  every  corner  of  his  chair,  looking 
first  at  James,  and  then  at  the  papers  which 
he  held  in  his  hand  ;  pulled  off  and  on  his 
spectacles,  and  could  not  divine  what  it  meant ! 
He  seemed  to  think,  indeed,  that  his  new 
valet  was  certainly  crazy,  and  that  he  ran  no 
little  risk  of  his  life  in  being  left  alone  with 
him  ;  wherefore,  ringing  the  bell  for  his  clerk 
to  come  up  stairs,  he  desired  him  to  sit  down, 
while  he  should  have  some  conversation  with 
Pedro. 

"  Conversation  with  Pedro!''  said  the  young 
man  with  a  disdainful  look,  which  he  cast  at 
James;  "  what  other  conversation  can  you 
have  with  your  lackey,  but  to  tell  him  to  have 
the  knives  and  forks  well  cleaned,  and  to  at- 
tend to  the  other  necessary  duties  of  his  oc- 
cupation ?""  Then  turning  to  James,  the  clerk 
continued : — "  Have  you  any  thing  to  suggest. 
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sir  ?-^How  can  you  act  your  part  otherwise 
than  by  making  yourself  useful  in  your  situ- 
ation, by  being  civil  when  you  open  the  door, 
and  always  attentive  to  your  master's  interest? 
— I  know  nothing  further  that  you  can  do,  or 
at  least  ought  to  pretend  to.  You  have  not 
been  a  week  in  the  place,  till,  like  all  your 
brethren  in  the  profession,  you  wish  to  insi- 
nuate yourself  into  favour,  that  you  may  be 
well  rewarded  for  your  cunning.  There  is 
no  harm  in  all  that ;  but  fellows  in  your  place 
should  be  cautious  of  their  conduct,  and  give 
offence  to  nobody  by  an  over-officious  inter- 
ference." 

"  Interference  !"  said  James,  "  I  interfere 
with  nobody.  Don  Galling,  has  been  taking 
my  advice ^" 

"  Advice  !"  exclaimed  the  enraged  clerk, 
while  he  started  from  his  chair. 

"  Yes,  advice,'**  continued  James ;  "  and  I 
have  been  advising  him  to  dispose  of  his  house, 
furniture,  and  servants;  to  collect  what  re 
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mains  of  his  broken  fortune,  and  to  purchase 
a  piece  of  land,  which  he  can  neither  lend  nor 
give  away." 

"  Was  there  ever  any  thing  like  this  !*"  said 
the  clerk  in  a  rage,  (which  was  depicted  so 
strongly  in  his  face,  that  it  needed  not  the 
utterance  of  his  tongue),-—"  to  insult  a  gen- 
tleman in  his  own  house  !'' 

"  Not  so  fast,"  said  GalHna ;  "  there  is 
more  truth  in  Pedro's  last  observation,  than  in 
any  that  was  ever  told  me  by  all  my  professed 
friends  and  obsequious  acquaintances."  This 
remark  was  sufficient  for  James**  satisfaction  ; 
and  Don  Gallina,  starting  from  his  chair,  took 
him  by  both  hands,  and  declared  that,  from 
this  instant,  he  was  resolved  to  follow  his  ad- 
vice. In  the  meantime  he  told  James,  that 
for  the  present  he  might  continue  his  occupa- 
tion, and  that  he  himself  should  take  the  first 
opportunity  of  having  some  farther  conversa- 
tion with  him. 
James  having  left  the  room,  Don  Gallina 
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assured  the  clerk  that  this  man  had  something 
very  uncommon  about  him ;  and,  if  he  was 
not  mistaken,  appeared  to  be  some  great  man 
reduced  to  necessity  by  accidental  causes,  as 
his  disposition  inclined  him  to  prefer  the  low- 
est menial  employment,  rather  than  suffer  the 
want  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  "  By  his  own 
account,"  said  Don  Gallina,  "  he  is  not  a  Spa- 
niard ;  by  his  language,  he  shews  a  superior 
knowledge  of  the  world ;  and  by  his  address, 
he  certainly  is  a  gentleman.'^ 

Don  Gallina  did  not  remain  long  in  doubt 
respecting  the  character  of  his  valet ;  for  the 
very  next  day,  when  James  attended  at  table, 
which  was  surrounded  by  twelve  or  fifteen 
persons,— Don  Statins,  who  had  that  instant 
arrived,  opened  the  door,  and,  rushing  to- 
wards Don  Gallina,  expressed  the  happiness 
he  felt  on  the  success  of  his  journey,  and 
added,  that  he  had  now  fallen  into  the  actual 
possession  of  an  estate,  made  over  to  him  by 
his  brother  at  Molez,  whereby  he  hoped  soon 
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to  repay  all  former  obligations.  He  had 
scarcely  seated  himself,  when,  observing  James 
standing  behind  the  company,  he  made  ano- 
ther spring  from  the  table,  that  alarmed  the 
strangers,  and  overset  a  tureen  of  soup  and 
several  plates  ;  and,  seizing  James  round  the 
neck,  made  an  apology  to  the  company,  which 
he  said  he  was  glad  to  have  it  in  his  power  to 
do  in  this  public  manner. 

He  then  told  the  company,  that  this  suppos- 
ed servant  was  a  gentleman  of  the  greatest  re* 
spectability,  and  so  particular  a  friend  of  his,, 
that,  regardless  of  ceremony,  he  would  take  the 
liberty  of  seating  him  next  himself ;  adding, 
that  there  was  not  one  of  them  all  equal,  either 
in  merit  or  accomplishments,  to  his  worthy 
friend,  although  he  was  now  clad  in  livery. 
This  extraordinary  incident  excited,  as  may 
well  be  supposed,  the  risible  emotions  of  the 
whole  company,  not  one  of  whom  was  able  to  eat 
a  bit  for  laughter  ;  and  it  was  a  full  half-hour 
before  they  discovered  their  want  of  a  waiter. 
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James,  in  the  meantime,  was  now  once  more 
in  the  height  of  his  glory,  and  gained  a  com- 
plete victory  over  the  clerk,  who  would  gladly 
have  exchanged  his  seat  for  a  mouse-hole. 
The  happiness  which  James  felt  on  this  occa- 
sion was  more  than  double ;  for  he  had  found 
his  lost  friend  and  his  lost  property ;  and, 
what  was  more  than  all,  he  proved  that  he 
had  practised  himself  what  he  recommended 
to  others ;— and  he  has  thereby  left  an  exam- 
ple, if  not  worthy  of  imitation,  at  least  of  great 
value,  in  teaching  others  how  they  may  be  re- 
conciled to  privations  and  sufferings,  and  what 
they  may  do  by  subduing  their  passions. 


f2 
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CHAPTER  V. 

James  returned  in  the  evening  to  the  house 
of  Don  Statius,  from  whom  he  learned  the 
particulars  of  his  late  travels,  and  also  of  his 
character,  rank,  and  profession.  By  his  own 
account  he  had  once  been  an  eminent  mer- 
chant in  Cadiz,  and,  by  extensive  speculations 
in  America,  had  involved  himself  in  such  dif- 
ficulties, that  he  was  obliged  to  continue  his 
trade  under  a  trust  in  favour  of  Don  Gallina, 
who  had  lent  him  half  his  fortune  to  retrieve 
his  aflPairs.  The  large  sum  which  he  had  thus 
borrowed,  he  was  now  happily  able  to  repay : 
as  his  brother,  whom  he  had  found  safe  after 
losing  his  vessel  at  Cape  de  Palos,  had  settled 
on  him  an  estate  in  the  province  of  Castile, 
which  would  put  it  in  his  power  to  discharge 
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all  his  debts,  and  carry  on  his  trade  with 
greater  advantage  than  he  had  hitherto  done. 
In  consequence  of  this  fortunate  change  in  his 
condition,  Don  Statius  immediately  bought  a 
new  carriage,  having  found  it  necessary  to  lay 
down  his  old  one  about  a  year  before  this 
period. 

Don  Statius'  carriage  was  the  handsomest 
that  had  ever  been  seen  in  the  streets  of  Ca- 
diz ;  and  the  richness  of  the  liveries  created 
a  general  inquiry  to  whom  it  belonged.  Being 
particularly  reserved  respecting  his  affairs,  he 
gave  his  servants  special  orders  not  to  answer 
any  inquiries  concerning  himself;  all  of  which 
they  scrupulously  observed,  in  spite  of  the 
various  and  repeated  questions  put  to  them 
about  the  apparent  change  in  their  master'*s 
circumstances.  As  Don  Statius  seldom  rode 
out  in  the  carriage  himself,  James  alone  drove 
through  all  the  streets  of  Cadiz  every  day, 
and  was  seen  more  than  once  by  Donna  Paly- 
dor  and  her  daughters,  who,  a  few  days  be- 


132       THE  ECCENTRIC  TRAVELLER. 

fore,  had  observed  him  keeping  a  box  in  the 
theatre. 

This  change  in  his  condition  increased 
the  curiosity  of  that  family  to  know  who 
he  was;  and  no  other  subject  was  spoken 
of  but  Don  Paterna,  with  whose  rank  they 
resolved  to  become  acquainted,  as  he  had  as- 
sumed so  many  different  characters,— being  at 
first  dressed  in  the  habit  of  a  seaman,  and 
then,  on  being  clothed  in.  splendid  apparel, 
acting  even  with  the  manners  of  a  gentleman ; 
but  leaving  their  house  covered  with  rags,  and 
soon  after  observed  walking  in  the  finest  at- 
tire ;  then  a  valet,  whom  they  had  seen  in  the 
theatre ;  and  now,  in  elegant  attire,  riding  in 
a  carriage.  These  changes  in  James'  condi- 
tion afforded  no  ordinary  topic  of  discourse  for 
the  female  part  of  the  Paly  dors;  and  it  became 
equally  interesting  to  every  one  of  the  family. 

One  night,  a  friend  of  Don  Statius,  having 
taken  the  box  next  to  the  one  which  James 
used  to  keep  for  Donna  Clari,  prevailed  on 
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them  to  go  and  see  the  representation  of 
Shakspeare's  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona. 
The  play  had  begun  before  the  party  en- 
tered ;  a  servant  in  livery  kept  the  box  ;  and 
James,  with  three  others,  were  immediately 
admitted.  Donna  Clari,  who  sat  in  her  usual 
place,  instantly  recollected  James,  as  did  Don 
Paly  dor's  family,  who  no  sooner  perceived 
their  old  acquaintance  in  the  company  of 
gentlemen,  than  they  directed  their  attention 
solely  to  him,  and  thereby  lost  the  whole  of 
the  entertainment. 

James,  fully  aware  of  the  circumstance,  and 
indebted  for  their  polite  attention  to  him  un- 
der the  disguise  of  Le  Grand,  resolved  at  last 
to  call  on  them  as  he  had  promised  ;  espe- 
cially as  his  present  condition  enabled  him  to 
do  so  with  advantage,  and  as  he  knew  not 
how  soon  accidental  circumstances  might  place 
him  in  a  less  respectable  situation.  Accord- 
ingly he  proceeded  next  day  in  the  carriage 
to  Don  Palydor's  ;  but,  on  entering  into  con- 
versation, he  had  some  difficulty  in  explaining 
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to  the  family  the  cause  of  his  travels,  and  the 
necessity  of  a  change  of  dress  and  appearance, 
to  accomplish  his  purpose  of  seeing  and  know- 
ing the  manners  of  men  in  all  ranks  of  life. 
The  Palydors  could  not  comprehend  his 
meaning ;  and  conceived  that  he  had  under- 
taken a  Quixotic  expedition,  as  he  could  bene- 
fit nobody  by  his  travels,  and  only  expose 
himself  to  ridicule.  They  therefore  advised 
him  either  to  return  home,  and  settle  at  Car- 
vanty,  or,  since  he  had  acquired  such  a  liking 
for  Cadiz,  to  take  up  his  residence  among 
them,  by  whom  he  would  be  esteemed  and 
respected,  provided  he  acted  only  one  part. 

James  thanked  them  for  such  a  proposal,  and 
said  that  he  would  consider  of  it ;  but  told  them 
that,  for  the  present,  he  must  continue  to  learn 
something  more  of  the  world,  to  enable  him 
to  retire  from  it  with  such  a  fund  of  know- 
ledge as  would  render  him  respectable  for  his 
intelligence ;— in  the  same  way  as  gentlemen, 
who  pass  their  younger  years  in  the  army,  and, 
when  they  leave  the  service,  with  the  loss  of 
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an  arm,  or  with  a  wooden  leg,  acquire  those 
honours  and  emoluments  which  are  justly  paid 
them  for  devoting  their  lives  to  the  good  of 
their  country. 

Nay,  so  important  did  James  reckon  the 
knowledge  of  the  world,  that  he  could  not 
conceive  how  any  gentleman,  who  was  ig- 
norant of  it,  could  support  his  rank  in  so- 
ciety with  any  credit,  or  enjoy  domestic  re- 
tirement with  any  relish  either  to  himself  or 
others.  Such  persons,  he  thought,  could  nei- 
ther make  any  observations  upon  the  most 
common  incidents  of  life,  nor  describe  any 
thing  beyond  the  names  of  trees  or  plants, 
which  every  one  may  know  in  a  month  with- 
out studying  botany.  They  might,  indeed, 
amuse  themselves  with  planting  trees  ;  but 
they  would  never  reap  the  fruits  of  their  la- 
bour, as  their  heirs  would  have  the  profit  of 
cutting  them  down ;  so  that  these  men  lived 
for  the  benefit  of  posterity  rather  than  for 
their  own. 
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Neither  did  James  consider  the  improve- 
ment of  land,  though  one  of  the  most  rational 
amusements  for  a  country  gentleman,  alto- 
gether suited  to  the  dignified  station  which  he 
held  in  the  community.  And,  with  respect 
to  those  who  were  fond  of  horses  and  hounds, 
they  generally  piqued  themselves  upon  their 
despicable  knowledge  of  the  pedigrees  of  these 
animals,  although  they  could  speak  of  nothing 
else. 

While  such  were  the  paltry  accomplish- 
ments of  men  of  fashion,  James,  on  the  con- 
trary, deemed  the  improvement  of  his  mind, 
by  an  acquaintance  with  men  and  manners, 
as  much  more  ennobling  ;  and  hence  he  con- 
sidered the  time  employed  in  acquiring  it,  by 
whatever  means,  as  spent  to  the  best  of  pur- 
poses. He  concluded  by  saying  that,  when 
he  should  at  last  settle  in  the  world,  he  in- 
tended to  purchase  land,  and  so  become  rich 
all  at  once  ;  for  he  never  knew  a  person,  who 
bought  an  estate,  that  did  not  the  next  day 
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consider  it  worth  double  what  it  cost  ;  and 
this,  he  thought,  was  a  more  speedy  way  of 
making  money  than  any  other. 

Whatever  ideas  the  Palydors  formed  on 
these  subjects,  and  many  others  on  which 
James  dehvered  his  opinion,  it  is  not  easy  to 
imagine ; — but,  as  they  did  not  controvert  any 
of  his  notions,  he  beheved  that  they  agreed 
with  him  ; — and,  after  acknowledging  their 
friendship  and  attention  to  him  as  a  stranger, 
he  withdrew. 

He  had  now  been  six  months  in  Cadiz,  a 
longer  time  than  he  ought  to  have  spent  there, 
considering  the  places  which  he  intended  to 
visit ;  and,  after  revolving  to  what  place  he 
should  next  repair,  at  last  determined  on  going 
to  Madrid,  intending  to  see  Toledo  on  his 
way  thither.  The  local  situation  of  Cadiz 
gave  him  an  opportunity  of  doing  so,  without 
travelling  through  Granada,  Murcia,  and  Va- 
lentia,  which  would  lead  him  too  far  to 
the  eastward;  whereas,  by  taking  his  route 
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a  little  farther  to  the  westward,  he  would  be 
enabled  to  visit  the  provinces  of  Andalusia, 
Castile,  and  Estremadura.  Accordingly^ 
bidding  adieu  to  Don  Statius,  he  took  his 
seat  in  the  first  coach  for  Andujar,  a  town 
situate  on  the  river  Guadalquiver,  and  fa- 
mous for  its  handsome  churches,  as  well  as 
its  fruitful  vineyards,  and  about  a  hundred 
miles  distant  from  Cadiz.  As  he  was  now 
well  supplied  with  clothes  and  money  by 
Don  Statius,  he  resolved  to  extend  his  route 
thus  far,  to  see  a  considerable  part  oi  the 
country,  and  increase  his  knowledge  of  men 
and  manners. 

By  five  o'clock  next  morning,  the  coach 
set  off  from  Cadiz,  and  contained  three  other 
passengers  besides  James, — a  lady,  a  gentle- 
man, and  a  farmer.  The  last  of  these  having 
spent  the  preceding  night  with  his  friends, 
and  being  very  tipsy,  fell  asleep;  but,  on 
awakening,  he  inquired  where  the  company 
was  with  whom  he  had  set  out,  and  insisted 
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that  the  coach  was  driving  to  Cadiz,  as  he 
knew  every  inch  of  ground  that  they  were  tra- 
velHng.  The  gentleman  was  a  Spanish  officer, 
who,  as  they  went  along,  described  to  James 
every  place  worthy  of  notice.  About  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  they  arrived  at  Mo- 
guer,  where  the  party  dined,  and  the  three 
passengers  left  the  coach  to  proceed  to  thei^r 
own  homes. 

Two  other  passengers  now  entered  the 
coach,  one  of  whom  brought  a  lighted  pipe  into 
it,  which  James  would  not  allow,  and  which 
he  broke  in  his  mouth,  without  making  any 
other  apology,  than  saying,  that  he  had  him- 
self only  to  blame  for  the  loss  of  it,  as  he  was 
told  that  he  should  not  smoke.  These  per- 
sons had  little  to  say,  except  asking  James 
the  names  of  places  which  he  had  never  seen ; 
and  thus  were  three  strangers  travelling  to- 
gether, all  equally  dull,  and  without  any  sub- 
ject of  conversation  to  amuse  themselves  during 
the  progress  of  their  journey.     James  endea- 
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voured  to  fall  asleep ;  and  accordingly  laid 
his  head  in  every  position,  but  without  suc- 
cess ;  and  thus,  after  a  long  silence  of  six 
hours  and  three-quarters,  they  arrived  at  An- 
dujar  about  eleven  o''clock  at  night. 

The  other  two  passengers  disappeared,  and 
left  James  amidst  a  crowd  at  the  coach-door, 
to  ask  for  the  best  inn  where  strangers  could  be 
furnished  with  accommodations  ?  He  was  im- 
mediately shewn  down  a  narrow  dirty  close, 
from  which  he  concluded  that  the  inn  at  the 
foot  of  it  could  not  be  the  best ;  but  he  soon 
learned,  that  the  worst  inn  in  the  town  was 
possessed  by  the  best  landlord ;  who,  by  his 
great  hospitality,  and  by  furnishing  excellent 
dinners  to  his  guests,  had  so  far  reduced  him- 
self, that  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  reput- 
able inn  of  the  Elephant  and  Castle,  for  the 
paltry  tavern  of  the  Rose  and  Crown.  But 
this  innkeeper  determined  that,  although  his 
creditors  had  deprived  him  of  almost  every 
thing,  he  would  still  preserve  his  own  credit 
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as  a  landlord  ;  and,  although  his  name  above 
the  door  was  scarcely  legible,  yet  nobody  who 
once  knew  him  required  a  sign  to  direct  them 
back  to  his  inn,  as  the  good  entertainment 
which  they  met  with  there  was  sufficient  to 
recall  it  to  their  recollection. 

James  having  entered  this  inn,  and  ordered 
supper,  the  landlord,  without  any  ceremony, 
sat  down  beside  him  ;  although  he  did  not, 
like  many  in  his  profession,  join  his  guests  for 
the  purpose  of  being  entertained  at  their  ex- 
pense, but  at  his  own  ; — for  he  always  carried 
a  tumbler  of  brandy  and  water,  with  a  tea- 
spoon, along  with  him ;  and,  when  called  to 
the  door,  he  took  it  in  his  hand  ;  so  that  he 
never  was  without  his  glass,  which  he  called 
his  arms.  He  was  no  sooner  seated,  than  he 
began  a  long  dissertation  on  the  qualities  of 
brandy,  and  endeavoured  to  prove  that  all 
other  fermented  or  distilled  liquors  were  poi- 
son except  itself.  He  was  as  quick  as  a  needle, 
notwithstanding  his  size  (for  he  weighed  about 
21  English  stone),  and  he  told  so  many  droll 


142       THE  ECCENTRIC  TRAVELLER. 

and  wonderful  stories,  as  kept  James  out  of  bed 
till  three  o'clock  in  the  morning.  His  bed  was 
the  very  reverse,  in  every  respect,  to  the  one 
which  he  had  slept  in  at  Magi's  house;  al- 
though the  fatigue  of  traveling  rendered  him 
incapable  of  examining  it  particularly,  or  of 
rising  again  till  twelve  o'clock  the  next  day. 

The  first  person  whom  he  met  on  coming 
down  stairs  was  his  jolly  landlord,  Don  Toper 
(a  very  appropiate  name  for  him),  who,  with 
his  tumbler  of  brandy  and  water  in  his  hand, 
politely  asked  James  how  he  had  passed  the 
night  ? — and  immediately  ran  to  the  bar  for 
another  tumbler  to  him,  assuring  him,  at  the 
same  time,  that  his  own  existence  depended 
entirely  on  drinking  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
that  composition,  to  which,  however,  he  had 
yet  assigned  no  specific  name. 

When  breakfast  was  over,  James  took  a  stroll 
through  the  town  of  Andujar,  and  found  it 
quite  destitute  of  any  thing  remarkable,  except 
the  harbour.  James  knew  not  a  living  soul  in 
the  place,  and  was  about  to  repair  again  to  the 
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inn  to  dine  alone,  when,  on  walking  by  what 
was  called  the  Cross,  he  passed  a  little  man 
whom  he  had  known  in  Cacela,  but  whom  he 
had  not  seen  for  many  years.  This  person  was 
an  Englishman  who,  about  the  year  1765,  was 
a  considerable  merchant  in  London,  but  who 
was  now  so  much  reduced  that,  of  a  large  for- 
tune of  £1 00,000,  which  he  had  received  with 
his  wife,  he  had  only  preserved  two  musty 
ledgers,  as  the  sole  remnants  of  his  stock 
in  trade. 

After  recounting  to  James  the  misfor- 
tunes he  had  met  with,  he  opened  the  led- 
gers, and  shewed  him  several  entries  for 
incredible  sums,  one  of  which  exceeded 
£60,000  ;  besides  checks  on  the  bank  of  Eng- 
land, which  he  had  once  drawn  to  the  amount 
of  some  millions.  He  then  observed  with  a 
sigh,  that  the  vicissitudes  of  fortune  were  very 
uncertain ;  that  formerly  money  gave  him  no 
concern,  as  he  could  get  £20,000  as  easily  on 
his  word,  as  he  could  now  obtain  half  a  pias- 
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ter.     He  also  mentioned,  that  he  had  been 
disappointed  in  his  hopes  of  succeeding  to  a 
fortune  of  near  a  million  sterling,  the  loss  of 
which  he  attributed  to  his  relation,  who  was 
a  consummate  miser,  and  who  at  length  had 
been  at  the  expense  of  making  a  will,  although 
he  had  more  than  once  nearly  suffered  himself 
to  starve  for  want.     James  found  this  man  so 
easy,    credulous,    and    accommodating,    that 
money  was  to  him  only  a  name  ;  and  he  never 
knew  its  value  till  it  was  too  late  to  recover  it. 
From   this   history   of   the   London   mer- 
chant, James  learned  another  lesson  respect- 
ing the  folly    of  those,   who  are  so   careless 
of  their   own   affairs   as   to    lose  their   pro- 
perty,  and  be  reduced  to  indigence  during 
the  rest  of  their  lives.     He  was  also  led  to 
consider  the  uncertainty  of  all  earthly  things, 
since  riches  and  honour,  which  are  so  much 
coveted,  often  take  to  themselves  wings  and 
fly  away ;  and   therefore  he  concluded,  that 

a  moderate  share  of  worldly  possessions  is  all 
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that  is  necessary  for  our  wants,  and  till  that 
can  be  enjoyed  with  satisfaction.  James  grew 
melancholy  on  thinking  of  the  condition  of 
this  poor  man,  with  his  musty  ledgers,  the 
only  remaining  wreck  of  his  fortune  ;  and  yet 
he  was  surprised  to  see  him  as  happy  as  if  he 
possessed  all  his  former  riches.  Such,  indeed, 
was  his  unconcern,  that  the  loss  of  them  gave 
him  not  the  smallest  uneasiness,  although  he 
daily  ran  into  debt  for  his  dinner,  and  took 
goods  on  credit  from  every  one  who  would  trust 
him ;  naturally  supposing  that,  as  he  had  given 
away  all  his  property  to  others,  they  would 
give  him  some  of  theirs  in  return. 

There  was  one  thing  remarkable  in  the 
character  of  this  man,  which  deserves  notice ; 
— that,  notwithstanding  his  poverty,  he  had  a 
house  full  of  dogs,  cats,  fowls,  rabbits,  and 
all  kinds  of  quadruped^ Which,  when  called  to- 
gether, bore  no  small  resemblance  to  what 
we  may  figure  of  the  animals  in  Noah's  ark. 

Such  were  the  fortunes  and  the  eccentrici- 

VOL.   II.  G 
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ties  of  this  London  merchant,  whom  James 
met  with  at  this  place,  and  of  whom  he  now 
took  leave,  after  giving  him  some  suitable 
advices  to  retrieve  his  affairs. 

It  was  late  in  the  afternoon  when  James 
left  this  old  acquaintance ;  and,  as  he  walked 
along  the  suburbs  of  the  town,  a  person  of 
genteel  appearance  came  running  after  him 
without  his  hat,  and  requested  to  know  if  his 
name  was  Paterna  of  the  castle  of  Carvanty, 
near  the  city  of  Faro,  in  the  province  of  Al- 
garve  ?  "  It  is,"  answered  James.  "  Then, 
sir,  you  do  honour  to  the  place  whence  you 
came ;  and  you  shall  this  instant  return  to  my 
house,  and  make  it  your  home." 

This  was  a  most  unaccountable  circum- 
stance, to  find  two  persons  who  knew  him  in 
this  small  town,  when  he  had  already  visited 
some  of  the  principal  cities  in  Spain  without 
being  recognised  by  a  single  individual. — 
However,  he  resolved  to  follow  the  man  who 
had  accosted  him,  and,  after  walking  a  consi- 
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derable  distance,  was  ushered  into  a  spacious 
warehouse,  which  might  have  been  taken  for 
one  of  those  belonging  to  the  East  India  Com- 
pany in  London.  Here  he  found  boxes  piled 
on  boxes,  and,  beyond  these,  steps  that  led  up 
to  places  near  the  roof,  which  would  have  re- 
quired the  sound  of  a  speaking-trumpet  to 
reach  the  ears  of  the  persons  there  assembled. 
In  these  upper-rooms  he  saw  several  clerks 
ranged  round  a  desk,  a  number  of  shopmen 
packing  up  wares,  and  a  dozen  or  two  of  por- 
ters ready  to  convey  the  goods  to  some  other 
quarter. 

He  was  then  shewn  into  a  back-door,  and 
conveyed  through  several  rooms  lighted  from 
the  top,  and  elegantly  furnished  ;  and  thence 
into  a  large  yard,  filled  with  timber  and  iron 
to  such  an  extent,  that  James  was  persuaded 
that  the  proprietor  must  be  some  great  foreign 
merchant.  He  did  not,  however,  continue 
long  in  suspense,  but  was  now  addressed  by 
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the  person  who  conducted  him  hither  in  the 
following  manner : — 

"  You  have  now,  sir,  witnessed  the  conse- 
quent reward  of  indefatigable  industry. — My 
name  is  Don  Orozco,  once  the  common  ser- 
vant of  a  respectable  merchant  in  the  city  of 
Lisbon.  With  no  friend  to  assist  me  in  my 
outset  in  life,  I  formed  a  resolution,  as  deter- 
mined as  it  has  been  efficient,  to  exert  every 
means  to  obtain  an  independence  ;  and  I  have 
accordingly,  after  fourteen  years  of  laborious 
industry,  acquired  all  the  wealth  which  you 
have  now  beheld.*" 

James  had  not  the  most  distant  recollection 
of  ever  having  seen  or  heard  of  this .  gentle- 
man, and,  for  a  moment,  he  considered  the 
very  great  contrast  betwixt  the  two  persons 
whom  he  had  happened  to  meet  with  in  this 
place.  The  one,  thought  he,  affords  an  ex- 
ample of  the  effects  of  carelessness,  as  he  was 
a  man  left  in  possession  of  a  lucrative  trade  and 
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of  great  riches,  though  now  reduced  to  poverty 
and  want ;  the  other,  an  example  of  the  effects 
of  industry,  as  he  began  the  world  with  no- 
thing, though'  now  possessed  of  a  large  capital 
and  immense  wealth  !  What  a  striking:  con- 
trast  is  there  in  the  character  and  condition  of 
those  two  individuals  !  He  imagined,  indeed, 
for  a  moment,  that  there  must  be  something 
like  fate  or  predestination  in  the  fortunes  of 
men,  and  some  unaccountable  mysteries  in 
chance  which  produced  these  changes  in  the 
affairs  of  the  world ; — but  his  judgment  did 
not  long  suffer  him  to  be  led  astray  by  his 
imagination,  and  he  soon  reconciled  these  appa- 
rent incongruities  with  the  principles  of  reason. 
He  knew  by  experience  that  the  servant 
and  the  master  often  change  places  with  each 
other, — as  the  former,  when  possessed  of  ta- 
lents for  conducting  business,  improves  every 
opportunity  for  advancing  his  fortune ; — while 
the  latter,  after  having  acquired  property,  is 
quite  regardless  of  its  preservation,  and  suf- 
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fers  himself  to  be  imposed  on  and  ruined  by 
the  cunning  and  deceitful. 

These  reflections  suddenly  passed  through 
James'  mind,  and,  after  collecting  his  thoughts, 
he  thus  replied  to  Don  Orozco  : — 

"  Sir,  the  property  and  riches  which  you 
possess  are  the  just  reward  of  that  persevering 
industry  by  which  they  have  been  earned  ;— 
and  the  names  of  chance,  fortunate,  and 
lucky,  are  epithets  employed  by  those  only 
who,  having  neither  perseverance  in  establish- 
ing themselves  in  business,  nor  method  in  con- 
ducting it,  are  glad  to  lay  hold  of  them  for 
the  purpose  of  defending  themselves  from  the 
imputation  of  want  of  prudence  in  conducting 
their  affairs,  whereby  they  are  generally  re- 
duced to  poverty.  Such  persons  impute  all 
the  advantages  they  gain,  or  the  misfortunes 
they  suffer,  entirely  to  chance,  rather  than  to 
their  own  good  or  bad  conduct,  which  is,  in 
general,  the  only  cause ;  and  they  might,  by 
this  mode  of  judging,  buy  and  sell  by  throw- 
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ing  the  dice  ;  as,  in  that  case,  it  would  indeed 
be  an  equal  chance  whether  they  should,  all  at 
once,  become  rich^or  poor.  In  short,  I  consi- 
der pretences  of  this  sort  as  a  pitiful  subterfuge 
for  the  acknowledged  want  of  abilities  in  those 
who  make  them;  especially  as  those  very 
persons  will  not  allow  others  to  plead  these 
pretences  in  exculpation  of  their  own  miscon- 
duct." 

"  Don  Pedro,"  said  Don  Orozco,  "  your 
opinion  is  correct.  I  have  been  often  told 
that  I  possess  no  abilities,  and  that  I  never  had 
any  ;— but  by  whom  do  you  think  that  I  have 
been  told  this  ?  by  those  very  persons  who,  were 
they  to  have  the  conducting  of  my  business, 
would  lose  in  three  years  of  extravagance,  all 
that  I  have  made  in  fourteen  years  of  laborious 
ipplication  to  the  duties  of  my  calling ;  nay^ 
they  sometimes  allege  that,  in  spite  of  their 
attention  and  sobriety  also,  they  have  neither 
been  lucky  in  the  world,  nor  done  any  thing 
to  increase  their  fortune,  as  it  is  chance  that 
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does  every  thing  ; — without  ever  thinking  that 
their  want  of  judgment  and  common  sense 
prevents  their  prosperity,  and  that  these  qua- 
lifications are  absolutely  necessary  to  manage 
one''s  affairs  with  prudence  and  success." 

"  Your  remark,"  observed  James,  "  is  just, 
and  consistent  with  my  own  experience.  I 
have  studied  the  conduct  of  mankind  suffi- 
ciently to  prove  the  truth  of  your  assertion  ; 
for  there  is  a  composition  of  mental  qualities 
that  must  be  possessed  by  one  who  would  ac- 
quire riches,  of  which  common  sense  is  the 
principal  ingredient." 

"  There  is,""'  replied  Don  Orozco,  "  and  a 
principal  ingredient  it  is,  of  the  value  of  which 
our  ancestors  seemed  to  have  been  so  sensible, 
that  Fernando  Cortez,  the  founder  of  this 
city,  Ann.  Dom.  1517,  fixed  on  it  for  its  motto, 

Al  pobre  se  dice  tonto. 

Or,  in  English, 

A  poor  man  cannot  be  a  wise  man. 
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James  and  Don  Orozco  were  quite  of  the 
same  opinion  respecting  the  necessity  of  dis- 
cretion as  well  as  industry  to  promote  any 
one''s  prosperity  in  the  world  ;  and,  from  the 
congeniality  of  their  sentiments,  they  soon  be- 
came sincerely  attached  to  each  other.  Don 
Orozco  shewed  James  the  utmost  degree  of 
attention  and  respect,  from  knowing  the  re- 
spectability of  his  relations,  and  perceiving  his 
own  intrinsic  worth.  His  estimation  for  our 
traveller  was  still  more  increased,  on  finding 
that  his  knowledge  was  so  extensive  that  he 
could  discourse  on  any  subject,  and  that  his 
opinions  were  as  judicious  as  if  they  had  been 
delivered  by  an  oracle. 

After  James  had  visited  all  the  warehouses 
and  stores  with  which  Don  Orozco's  premises 
were  filled,  he  was  next  conducted  to  the  west 
end  of  the  town,  where  stood  the  finest  house 
which  he  had  ever  seen ; — ^but  he  was  still  more 
astonished  when  his  friend,  on  entering  it,  told 
him  that  this  was  the  mansion  intended  for  his 

g2 
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residence,  during  his  continuance  in  the  town 
of  Andujar,  which  he  had  thus  honoured  with 
a  visit. 

This  house,  which  Don  Orozco  had  lately 
built,  stood  fronting  the  street  towards  the 
east,  and  had  a  flight  of  steps  of  Parian  mar- 
ble, with  four  massy  pillars  supporting  a 
dome,  on  which  were  represented,  in  figures 
of  cut  marble,  the  signs  of  the  zodiac. — It 
had  two  wings,  with  a  garden  behind,  and  a 
rail  before  it,  within  which  were  statues  and 
figures  as  large  as  life.  The  rooms  were  spe- 
cious, and  superbly  furnished.  But  James' 
attention  was  particularly  attracted  by  the 
marble  chimney-pieces,  ornamented  with  sta- 
tuary, which  were  the  productions  of  the  best 
Italian  artists.  The  hall  and  staircase  were 
grand  beyond  description  ;  being  hung  with 
paintings  by  the  most  celebrated  masters  of 
Greece  and  Athens. 

While  James  stood  in  amazement  at  the 
grandeur  here  displayed,  he  could  not  refrain 
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from  addressing  Don  Orozco,  who  seemed  in- 
different to  the  objects  that  had  rivetted  his 
attention. 

"  These,  sir,"  said  he,  "  are  the  fruits  of 
that  greatness  of  mind  which  you  have  evinced 
in  the  management  of  your  affairs — honours 
that  ever  attend  the  good  and  the  wise/'' 

Don  Orozco  made  no  reply;  but  shewed 
James  into  an  elegant  room  hung  with  crim- 
son, that  was  trimmed  with  gold,  and  said  to 
him  on  entering — "  This,  Don  Paterna,  is 
the  room  which  I  have  fixed  on  for  you ;  and 
you  shall  live  with  me,  I  hope,  for  many 
months.  Every  thing  which  money  can  pur- 
chase, or  riches  can  obtain,  shall  be  at  your 
command,  and  you  shall  call  my  house  your 
own." 

James  could  make  no  reply  to  this  friendly 
offer ; — but,  perceiving  that  the  kindneiss  of 
the  manner  expressed  in  making  it,  was  as  ge- 
nuine as  it  was  free,  readily  accepted  it,  with 
the  most  sincere  gratitude  for  the  hospitality 
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of  his  friend.  Indeed  this  offer  was  very  dif- 
ferent from  those  dry  and  ceremonious  invita^ 
tions  often  given  by  persons  to  their  friends, 
whom  they  would  rather  not  see,  and  whom 
they  would  consider  as  disagreeable  guests, 
although  informed  that  nobody  shall  be  more 
welcome.'''' 

Invitations  of  this  kind  James  would  never 
accept ;  neither  would  he  ever  go  to  any  place 
where  his  company  was  not  deemed  a  fa- 
vour by  those  whom  he  visited.  Indeed,  he 
considered  it  as  often  very  inconvenient  to  ac- 
cept of  invitations,  especially  from  persons 
who  resided  at  a  distance,  as  it  generally  cost 
him  more  to  travel  to  their  house,  than  it 
would  have  done  if  he  had  dined  at  home. 
Besides,  he  never  wished  to  lay  himself  under 
obligation  to  any  one,  by  receiving  favours 
which  he  could  not  repay  ;  and  was  also  well 
aware  that  those  who  invited  others  to  their 
houses  thereby  took  credit  to  themselves,  and 
regarded  their  guests  as  debtors  to  their  ge- 
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nerosity.  For  these  reasons,  our  sagacious 
traveller  generally  declined  all  offers  of  hospi- 
tality, unless  from  those  who  considered  his 
company  as  an  obligation  conferred  on  them  ; 
— but,  being  convinced  of  the  real  esteem  en- 
tertained for  him  by  Don  Orozco,  he  willingly 
consented  to  reside  with  him  during  his  stay 
in  the  town  of  Andujar. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

James  was  never  so  happy  in  his  life  as  he 
was  in  the  company  of  Don  Orozco  ;  and  ac- 
cordingly he  spent  three  weeks  in  his  house, 
which  he  would  have  prolonged  to  as  many 
months,  had  not  the  desire  of  continuing  his 
travels  urged  him  to  leave  his  friend  much 
sooner  than  he  could  have  wished.  He  found 
this  man  possessed  of  the  best  dispositions  and 
the  most  amiable  character  in  private  life ; 
and  learned  also  that,  by  his  public  spirit,  he 
had  been  promoted  to  the  office  of  chief  ma- 
gistrate of  Andujar,  which  he  still  held.  So 
great  had  been  his  generosity  on  a  late  occa- 
sion that,  when  a  famine  threatened  many  of 
the  provinces  of  Spain,  he  equipped  several  of 
his  ships,  and  sent  them  to  America  for  bring- 
ing home  supphes  to  the  suffering  inhabitants. 
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On  another  occasion,  the  want  of  bread 
raised  a  tumult  in  Andujar,  which  no  force 
could  quell ;  as  persons  of  all  descriptions, 
from  the  neighbouring  province  of  Algarve 
in  Portugal,  crossed  the  Guadiana  and  de- 
manded corn.  On  a  particular  day,  when 
the  farmers  were  wont  to  bring  their  grain  to 
market,  there  was  none  of  them  who  would 
venture  to  go  thither  on  account  of  the  insur- 
rection. The  poorer  classes,  who  were  thus 
reduced  almost  to  a  state  of  starvation,  repair- 
ed to  the  warehouses  of  Don  Orozco,  holding 
an  empty  bag  in  the  one  hand  and  offering 
money  with  the  other ; — but,  as  there  was  no 
corn  in  his  or  in  any  other  granaries,  the  peo- 
ple became  riotous,  and  threatened  to  lay  the 
town  in  ashes. 

As  the  mob  increased  in  numbers  and  in 
violence,  Don  Orozco,  whose  management  of 
the  town's  affairs  had  given  universal  satisfac- 
tion, and  who  was  always  looked  up  to  for  his 
advice,  braved  the  danger  arising  from  the 
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mob,  broke  through  the  midst  of  them,  and, 
mounting  a  pillar  that  stood  in  the  market- 
place, soothed  the  multitude,  by  pledging  his 
word  and  property  that,  on  the  Thursday 
following,  he  would  furnish  a  supply  of  grain 
that  would  satisfy  the  inhabitants. 

This  intelligence  was  received  with  the 
loudest  acclamations ;  and  Don  Orozco  was 
drawn  home  in  a  carriage  by  the  exulting 
populace.  The  philanthropic  magistrate, 
however,  had  undertaken  a  task  which  he 
found  difficult  to  execute;  for,  having  only 
two  days  to  provide  the  supply  of  grain  which 
he  had  promised,  and  being  unable  to  procure 
it  in  any  of  the  adjoining  provinces,  he  knew 
not  what  to  do  in  order  to  keep  his  word 
with  the  people.  As  a  last  resource,  and  only 
expedient,  he  and  a  respectable  lawyer  col- 
lected all  the  empty  sacks  that  could  be  found 
in  Andujar,  and,  having  hired  fifteen  carts, 
they  proceeded  to  all  the  farm-houses  in  the 
neighbourhood,  some  of  which  were  nearly 
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thirty  miles  distant,  and  demanded  the  grain 
that  was  wanted,  after  paying  for  it  on  the 
spot. 

With  this  supply  they  arrived  at  Andu- 
jar,  just  at  the  time  when  the  people  were 
assembhng  to  receive  it ;  and  Don  Orozco 
stood  the  whole  day  in  the  market-place,  su- 
perintending the  distribution  of  the  corn,  till 
all  the  inhabitants  were  provided  with  such  a 
quantity  as  their  necessities  required.  Such 
exemplary  conduct  as  this,  in  a  magistrate, 
was  truly  meritorious  and  praiseworthy,  and 
exhibited  a  proof  of  the  conscientious  manner 
in  which  Don  Orozco  performed  the  duties  of 
his  office ;  while  it  is  well  worthy  of  the  imita- 
tion of  others  who  may  be  exalted  to  civic 
honours.  For  this  and  many  other  important 
services,  all  the  different  corporations  in  the 
province  voted  Don  Orozco  the  freedom  of  their 
cities,  accompanied  with  pieces  of  plate  of  va^ 
rious  kinds,  w^hich  made  no  inconsiderable  fi- 
gure on  his  table  and  sideboard.     He  was,  in 
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short,  a  very  superior  man ;  and  hence  it  may 
be  easily  conceived,  that  he  discovered  our 
traveller  to  be  also  much  superior  to  the  ge- 
nerality of  mankind. 

James,  by  his  late  excursion  to  Cadiz,  hav- 
ing so  far  exceeded  the  portion  of  time  which 
he  had  allotted  to  visit  that  city  in  his  tour 
through  Spain,  found  it  necessary  to  take  his 
departure  from  Andujar,  intending  to  pro- 
ceed next  through  Tolosa,  Bilches,  Segura, 
and  Alcaro.  But  Don  Orozco  was  so  reluc- 
tant to  part  with  James,  that  he  would  fain 
have  prevailed  on  him  to  stay  a  little  longer  ; 
but  finding  him  determined  to  pursue  his  tra- 
vels, he  wished  him  to  alter  his  intended  route, 
and  proceed  to  Marida,  on  the  borders  of 
Portugal,  about  150  miles  from  Ayamonte. 
The  reason  which  Don  Orozco  assigned  for 
suggesting  this  route  was,  that  he  had  a  very 
particular  friend,  Don  Lora,  who  resided 
there,  and  whom  he  wished  James  to  see,  as 
he  might  be  of  service  in  introducing  him  to 
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some  of  the  most  respectable  inhabitants  of 
the  city.  Another  reason  was,  that  James 
might  take  Badajos  and  Estremez  in  his  way 
to  Lisbon,  and  thus  learn  any  particulars 
worth  noticing  respecting  these  cities,  and  the 
manners  of  the  people. 

In  the  meantime  James,  who  had  not  yet  fixed 
upon  a  route,  nor  arranged  his  plan  of  travel- 
ling, was  well  employed  in  visiting  the  wine-ma- 
nufactories, where  he  got  much  useful  informa- 
tion respecting  the  process  of  fermentation. 
His  previous  knowledge  of  the  sacchrometer 
he  found  useful  on  this  occasion,  as  it  enabled 
him  to  speak  so  scientifically  on  the  subject  of 
distillation  that,  while  he  instructed  the  work- 
men in  some  simple  improvements,  they  un- 
reservedly explained  to  him  all  the  secrets  of 
their  profession,  presuming  that  James  was  a 
professor  of  chemistry.  Here  he  obtained  as 
much  knowledge  in  the  art  of  making  Spanish 
wine,  and  of  drying  and  preserving  the  grape, 
as  might,  if  he  had  imparted  it,  have  proved 
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dangerous  to  the  English  revenue;  but  he 
was  satisfied  with  having  gained  some  new 
information,  without  intending  to  apply  it  to 
any  particular  purpose. 

James  having  at  last  resolved  to  set  out  to 
the  eastward,  fixed  a  day  for  his  departure 
from  Andujar ;  and,  although  it  was  now  near 
the  end  of  November,  the  weather  still  con- 
tinued mild  and  favourable  for  his  journey. 
As  Don  Orozco  intended  to  accompany  our 
traveller  as  far  as  Segura,  where  a  friend  of 
his,  Don  Verado,  resided,  he  thought  it  incon- 
venient to  take  his  carriage  and  servants,  and 
therefore  hired  a  one-horse  chaise,  to  which 
James  gave  the  preference ;  so  they  set  out 
together  in  this  vehicle  immediately  after 
breakfast.  The  inhabitants  of  Andujar,  who 
had  conferred  on  James  the  freedom  of  their 
city,  regretted  his  departure,  as  they  consid- 
ered him  one  of  the  most  proper  persons  to 
succeed  his  friend  Orozco  in  filling  the  chair 
as  their  chief  magistrate. 


MOZUA.  165 

By  three  o'clock  our  travellers  reached  Mo- 
zua,  where  they  intended  to  dine,  and  refresh 
the  horse,  that  was  much  fatigued  by  climb- 
ing up  the  mountainous  tracts,  some  of  which 
were  so  steep  that,  in  order  to  relieve  the  ani- 
mal, they  alighted  and  walked  several  miles 
on  foot. 

At  five  o'clock  they  set  out  for  Tolosa,  but 
found  the  road  so  hilly,  as  obliged  them  to 
proceed  at  a  very  slow  pace  ;  so  that  it  soon 
became  dark.  James  got  out  to  light  the 
chaise-lamps  with  a  phosphoric  bottle,  which 
suddenly  took  fire,  and  spread  the  flame  up 
in  his  hand  and  arm,  to  the  no  small  danger 
of  his  life.  He  had  not,  for  some  time,  any 
means  of  extinguishing  it,  so  that  it  burnt  off 
the  sleeve  of  his  coat ;  but  at  last  he  came  to 
a  pool  of  water,  in  which  he  plunged  his  arm, 
and  thus  prevented  more  fatal  consequences. 
From  this  unlucky  accident  James  learned  the 
danger  of  combustible  materials,  and  deter- 
mined that  in  future  such  a  chemical  compo- 
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sition  should  never  be  applied  by  him  in 
lighting  lamps ;  at  the  same  time,  expressing 
his  wonder  how  Don  Orozco  could  carry  with 
him  such  a  destructive  article. 

They  had  now  proceeded  more  than  forty 
miles,  and  had  ten  more  to  travel  before  they 
could  arrive  at  the  next  inn  ;  and,  as  the 
road  was  steep  and  rugged,  they  could  not 
advance  at  a  greater  rate  than  three  miles  an 
hour,  although  it  had  now  become  dark. 

When  they  were  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
village  of  Tolosa,  the  moon  began  to  rise ; 
and  just  as  they  arrived  at  a  wretched  inn,  the 
clock  struck  three  in  the  morning.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  inn  being  all  in  bed,  Don  Orozco 
began  to  knock  at  the  door,  but  without  ef- 
fect ;  although  he  broke  the  handle  of  his 
umbrella  by  the  loud  and  repeated  blows 
which  he  applied  to  rouse  the  domestics.  As 
our  travellers  could  not  gain  admittance  into 
the  house,  they  sauntered  up  a  dirty,  ill-paved 
close  which  led  to  the  stable ;   but  the  door 


TOLOSA.  167 

of  it  also  being  locked,  they  and  the  horse 
had  to  take  shelter  from  a  shower  that  was 
falHng,  under  cover  of  an  old  tiled  shed,  where, 
however,  they  were  nearly  as  much  drenched 
by  the  rain  that  dropped  through  the  roof,  as 
if  they  had  been  standing  in  the  open  yard. 

They  now  thought  of  every  expedient 
that  might  be  tried  to  awaken  the  people 
of  the  inn ;  and  at  last  Don  Orozco  disco- 
vered a  horn,  with  which  he  blew  so  loud- 
ly through  the  keyhole  of  the  door,  as  to 
alarm  a  man,  who  peeped  over  a  window 
with  a  red  cowl  on  his  head,  and  demanded 
to  know  what  they  wanted.  After  a  great 
deal  of  altercation,  the  door  was  opened,  and 
they  were  shewn  into  a  damp  room  without  a 
fire.  Although  such  accommodation  was 
very  disagreeable ;  yet,  having  no  other,  they 
resolved  to  make  the  most  of  it,  and  accord- 
ingly, collecting  some  peats,  they  kindled  a 
fire  to  warm  their  shivering  limbs.  In  a 
short  time  an  old  woman  appeared,  who  blew 
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up  the  fire  with  her  mouth,  while  James  blew 
it  with  the  bellows  ;  so  that  our  travellers 
were  now  seated  before  a  comfortable  blaze, 
which  revived  their  spirits. 

They  now  thought  of  providing  food  and 
shelter  for  their  poor  horse  ;  and  for  this  pur- 
pose Don  Orozco  mounted  the  roof  of  the 
stable  by  a  ladder,  and,  having  taken  out 
some  tiles,  crept  into  the  inside  and  opened 
the  door ; — but,  to  his  great  mortification,  he 
could  not  find  a  handful  of  either  hay  or 
straw  in  the  loft ;  so  that  the  horse,  though 
admitted  to  the  stable,  was  still  left  at  hack 
and  manger.  Don  Orozco  felt  no  small  sym- 
pathy for  the  animal ;  but,  finding  that  he 
could  do  no  more  for  its  comfort,  returned  to 
the  inn,  where  he  and  James  procured  a 
small  crust  of  cheese  for  supper  ;  after  which 
they  went  to  bed  in  their  great-coats,  as  it  was 
not  even  safe  to  lie  down  with  their  clothes 
on  ;  and  in  this  condition  they  fell  fast  asleep. 
They  were  awakened,  however,  in  about  two 
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hours  afterwards,  by  the  sound  of  a  clock  in 
the  same  room,  which  struck  one  every  seven 
seconds  ;  so  that  it  took  half  a  minute  to 
strike  the  hour  of  six. 

They  now  rose ;  but,  as  nobody  was  up, 
they  sauntered  first  to  the  stable,  and  then  to 
the  road, — but  saw  nothing  worthy  of  notice. 
A  pump-well  stood  before  the  door,  but  it 
was  off  the  fang,  and  there  was  no  water  to 
set  it  agoing : — the  handle  of  the  pump  was 
broken,  and  had  attached  to  it  a  pair  of  old 
bellows,  which,  being  useless  for  blowing  up 
fire,  were  now  employed  for  drawing  up 
water.  They  also  observed  a  number  of 
horseshoes,  fancifully  nailed  to  the  stable- 
door,  and  an  old  hat,  which  filled  up  the  va- 
cancy of  a  broken  pane  in  the  outer  door.  Af- 
ter passing  an  hour  in  examining  all  the  usual 
apparatus  of  a  stable-yard,  still  no  one  was 
stirring  ;  and  they  walked  up  and  down  from 
the  stable  to  the  road,  and  from  the  road  to 
the  pump-well,  without  observing  a  living  soul. 

VOL.   II.  H 
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At  length  a  man,  whose  nose  and  chin  came 
nearly  in  contact,  and  whose  face  had  no  small 
resemblance  to  the  moon  in  her  first  quarter, 
made  his  appearance  in  the  character  of  host- 
ler, and  observed  that  it  was  a  fine  morning  ;— 
(although  the  rain  poured  down  in  torrents,) 
and,  after  tucking  up  his  neckcloth,  stroking 
his  beard,  and  pulling  up  his  breeches,  again 
remarked  that  it  was  uncommonly  fine  wea- 
ther. Then,  lifting  up  a  stone,  he  began  to 
chase  a  flock  of  geese  in  the  yard  ;  and,  pur- 
suing them  amidst  ploughs,  harrows,  and 
broken  tackle,  with  which  it  was  filled,  at  last 
struck  one  of  them  dead  upon  the  spot,  say- 
ing, that  such  an  example  was  necessary  now 
and  then  to  preserve  order.  Our  travellers 
exclaimed  against  the  cruelty  of  the  fellow ; 
but,  finding  him  callous  to  feelings  of  huma- 
nity, they  inquired  into  the  state  of  the  crops 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  were  told  by  him 
that  nothing  grew  there  except  heather  ;  but 
that  the  crop  of  peats  was  prolific  this  season  ! 
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In  short,  they  found  that  the  people  con- 
nected with  this  inn  were  a  sort  of  semi-barba- 
rians, and  that  nothing  but  wretchedness  ap- 
peared both  within  and  without  it.  From  the 
accommodations,  or  rather  the  want  of  them, 
which  our  travellers  here  experienced,  one 
Hiay  easily  judge  of  the  inconveniences  which 
persons  suffer  who  are  obliged  to  put  up  at  a 
paltry  inn, — and  perceive  the  truth  of  James' 
remark  on  another  occasion,  that  the  hardships 
and  privations  undergone  abroad  should  recon- 
cile us  to  the  comforts  to  be  found  at  home. 

In  reflecting  on  the  state  of  these  peo- 
ple, James  could  not  help  observing  how 
careless  they  were  of  rendering  every  thing 
about  them  conducive  to  their  comfort ;  and 
how  easily  they  might,  with  the  smallest 
trouble,  remove  many  nuisances  which  lay  in 
their  way,  and,  at  the  smallest  expense,  im- 
prove the  resources  of  their  condition.  For, 
instead  of  having  a  dunghill  under  the  kitchen- 
window,  they  might  have  removed  it  to  some 
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other  place  where  it  might  be  less  offensive ; 
and,  instead  of  having  old  hats  stuffed  into 
broken  panes  of  glass,  they  might  have  got 
their  windows  either  glazed  or  mended  ; — ^but 
indolence  prevented  them  from  making  these 
improvements  ;  and  James  was  persuaded 
that,  if  the  dunghill  was  shifted,  and  the  win- 
dows mended  to-day,  they  would  perhaps  be 
again  in  their  former  state  to-morrow. 

James  and  Orozco  having  defrayed  the  ne- 
cessary charges  at  the  inn,  prepared  to  de- 
part, and  were  again  seated  in  their  chaise  by 
nine  in  the  morning.  Their  road  lay  across 
an  extensive  plain,  bounded  by  distant  hills ; 
the  soil  was  of  sand,  covering  limestone  rock ; 
and  for  miles  they  could  discover  neither  a 
house  nor  a  tree,  except  the  juniper.  About 
three  o'clock  they  reached  the  town  and  castle 
of  Alcalba.  The  houses  in  this  place  arc 
wretched,  and  built  of  turf;  although  they 
stand  on  rocks  of  marble  that  might  serve  to 
rear  a  palace.     By  ten  o'clock  they  arrived  at 
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Bilches,  so  fatigued  that,  without  taking  time 
to  wait  for  supper,  they  went  to  bed,  and 
slept  till  eight  o'clock  next  morning. 

Before  setting  out,  they  spent  an  hour  or 
two  in  examining  the  castle  and  fortifications 
of  the  place  ;  a  sight  by  no  means  agreeable 
to  James,  who  never  saw  a  cannon,  but  he 
thought  he  beheld  a  thousand  legs  and  arms 
which  that  engine  of  destruction  had  shatter- 
ed to  pieces.  Our  travellers  surveyed  all  these 
antiquities  and  curiosities  of  the  place  from  a 
bridge  that  had  been  built  by  the  Romans, 
where  the  Portuguese  were  defeated  by  Don 
John  of  Austria,  in  1661.  They  now  return- 
ed to  the  inn,  and,  after  paying  their  bill,  set 
off  for  Segura,  where  they  arrived  safe  in 
time  for  supper. 

After  taking  possession  of  an  inn,  Don 
Orozco  sent  notice  of  his  arrival  to  his  friend 
Don  Verado,  who  instantly  appeared,  and 
conducted  our  travellers  to  his  house,  which 
was  situate  on  the  top  of  an  eniinence  near 
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the  town.  Don  Verado  and  Don  Orozco  spent 
the  evening  in  recounting  the  events  of  former 
years,  which,  although  very  amusing  to  them- 
selves, were  very  tiresome  to  James,  who  was 
not  interested  in  them  ;  and  therefore  he  re- 
quested leave  to  retire  to  his  bed-room.  This 
proposal  was  at  first  opposed  by  these  loqua- 
cious story-tellers  ;  for,  in  relating  their  won- 
derful adventures,  they  never  failed  to  refer  to 
James,  who,  being  quite  unconcerned  about 
them,  gave  a  nod  of  approbation,  such  as  he 
supposed  suitable  to  the  wishes  of  the  speak- 
er ; — and  he  was  in  general  correct,  as  he  al- 
ways asked  what  was  the  opinion  of  the  other ; 
so  that  he  could  seldom  be  mistaken. 

James,  however,  being  allowed  to  depart, 
began  to  reflect  on  the  various  scenes  he  had 
lately  witnessed,  and  to  draw  a  comparative 
view  of  different  characters  which  had  been 
presented  to  his  observation.  In  thinking  of 
several  persons  whom  he  had  lately  met  with, 
his  attention  was  naturally  turned  to  the  con- 
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sideration  of  Don  Orozco,  whom  he  regarded 
as  a  man  of  persevering  industry  and  con- 
summate abilities ;  and  he  thought  that  sucli 
a  man  was  in  his  proper  place  when  he  exer- 
cised the  office  of  a  magistrate  ;  as  his  time 
was  not  spent  in  thinking  what  he  ought  to 
do,  but  in  doing  what  he  ought.  According- 
ly, he  no  sooner  formed  a  plan,  than  he  in- 
stantly put  it  in  execution ;  neither  did  he 
consult  his  friends  and  neighbours  how  he 
ought  to  act,  but  was  guided  by  the  dictates 
of  his  own  sound  judgment ;  and  thus  he  was 
enabled  to  execute  any  necessary  duty  with- 
out delay,  and  without  being  distracted  by 
the  different  opinions  of  others  respecting  any 
matter  of  importance. 

But,  although  James  well  knew  the  character 
of  Don  Orozco,  he  had  no  means  of  yet  ascer- 
taining that  of  his  intimate  friend  Don  Verado. 
He  had  never  yet  met  with  a  person  who  was  not 
in  some  respects  different  from  all  others  ;  and 
therefore  he  could  never  conjecture  what  any 
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individuaPs  character  was,  till  he  had  observ- 
ed some  pecuhar  traits  by  which  it  was  dis- 
tinguished. But  he  had  an  opportunity  next 
day  of  forming  an  opinion  respecting  Don 
Verado,  who,  from  his  disposition,  seemed  to 
be  a  man  that  would  serve  nobody, — and 
who,  from  his  discourse,  thought  that  people 
might  live  on  little  or  nothing. 

In  the  course  of  conversation,  he  inform- 
ed Don  Orozco,  that  he  was  engaged  next 
day  to  go  into  Castile ; — but,  when  James 
intimated  that  he  would  be  glad  of  his 
company,  and  proposed  to  go  along  with 
him  so  far  on  his  journey,  he  alleged  that 
he  had  to  call  at  several  places  on  the 
road,  where  he  might  be  detained  by  his  ac- 
quaintances. This  information  convinced  our 
travellers  that  Don  Verado  was  wearied  of 
their  visit ;  and  they  were  now  as  anxious  to 
leave  him  as  he  was  to  get  rid  of  them.  Don 
Orozco  and  James  therefore  proposed  to  de- 
part ;  but,  when  Don  Verado  learned  that  the 
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latter  intended  to  visit  Toledo,  he  readily  of- 
fered him  a  letter  of  introduction  to  Don  Dar- 
renda,  a  dancing-master ;  of  which  James 
thankfully  accepted,  although  he  considered 
it  little  better  than  nothing,  as  it  would  not 
likely  be  of  any  advantage  to  him. 

Don  Verado  was  a  man  of  a  selfish  disposi- 
tion, and  the  very  reverse  of  Don  Orozco, 
who  possessed  great  generosity ;— -so  that, 
from  the  example  of  these  two  men,  who  had 
been  old  school-fellows,  James  learned  that 
the  same  education  will  not  produce  the 
same  effects  upon  two  or  more  persons,  who 
have  very  different  natural  dispositions.  He 
was  also  suspicious  and  narrow-minded  ;  and, 
although  very  rich,  he  never  did  any  good 
with  his  money  to  a  living  soul.  Indeed,  he 
considered  acts  of  benevolence  as  a  proof  of 
weakness ;  and  he  might  have  passed  as  the 
author  of  the  motto  already  mentioned,  which 
distinguished  the  city  of  Ayamonte.  But,  al- 
though Don  Verado  was  so  niggardly,  he  was 
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not  quite  insensible  to  feelings  of  humanity, 
as  he  sometimes  did  good  services  to  others  pro- 
vided these  did  not  touch  his  pocket.  The  rea- 
son he  assigned  for  not  granting  regular  pecu- 
niary supplies  to  any  was,  that  they  would  be 
squandered  by  those  who  did  not  know  the 
value  of  money,  when  it  was  thus  bestowed 
gratuitously. 

To  justify  his  own  parsimonious  dispo- 
sition, he  was  accustomed  to  descant  at 
great  length  on  the  extravagance  of  nine- 
tenths  of  the  world,  who,  he  said,  never 
would  know  the  use  of  wealth,  till  they 
wanted  its  assistance ; — and,  in  this  respect,  he 
was  certainly  in  the  right,  as  many  persons  are 
as  blameable  for  their  extravagance  as  he  was 
for  his  avarice.  From  these  considerations, 
James  knew  not  what  to  think  of  this  man,  as 
he  was  judicious,  polite,  and  better  informed 
than  the  generality  of  rich  merchants ;  and, 
on  the  whole,  he  considered  him  as  a  person 
who  had  done  good  actions  that  had  been  ill 
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requited ;  and,  having  made  this  discovery, 
he  had  put  it  out  of  any  one's  power  to  make  a 
similar  return,  by  resolving  to  assist  nobody. 
This,  at  least,  was  the  favourable  construction 
that  James  put  upon  Verado's  conduct ;  al- 
though, perhaps,  it  did  not  deserve  this  pal- 
liation. 

James  being  now  ready  to  resume  his 
journey,  counted  the  money  which  he  had 
in  his  possession,  and  found  that,  though  it 
had  decreased  considerably  since  his  depar- 
ture from  Cadiz,  he  still  had  enough  to  de- 
fray his  probable  expenses  to  and  at  Toledo, 
without  applying  to  Don  Verado's  friend,  the 
dancing-master,  for  a  supply.  He  was  now 
heartily  sick  of  remaining  with  a  man,  who 
constantly  insinuated  that  those  who  visited 
him  did  so  for  the  purpose  of  borrowing 
money  ;  and  who  at  last  said  plainly  that,  if 
such  were  their  intention,  they  need  not  apply 
to  him. 

Don  Orozco,  who  had  borne  patiently  with 
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the  foibles  of  his  friend,  considered  this  de- 
claration as  such  an  insult  that,  although  he 
intended  to  have  remained  a  few  weeks,  he 
now  resolved  to  depart  in  two  days, — espe- 
cially as  he  found  Don  Verado's  temper  be- 
coming more  irritable  the  longer  he  continued. 
He  therefore  advised  James  to  leave  Segu- 
ra  immediately,  that  he  himself  might  have 
his  absence  to  plead  as  a  pretext  for  quitting 
Don  Verado  ; — and  also  prevailed  on  him  to 
buy  a  horse,  that  he  might,  as  an  equestrian, 
have  the  more  leisure  to  see  the  country,  and 
study  the  manners  of  its  inhabitants.  Next 
day  after  breakfast,  James  took  leave  of  his 
friend  Don  Orozco,  with  feelings  of  regret; 
but  he  did  not  entertain  the  like  sentiments 
on  parting  with  Don  Verado ; — as  he  had  ex- 
pected to  be  well  received  at  his  house,  and, 
by  his  means,  introduced  to  some  respectable 
inhabitants  of  the  place ;  but  found  that,  in 
both  these  respects,  he  had  been  much  disap- 
pointed. 
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'-'  'Tis  not  in  richest  mines  of  Indian  gold, 
That  man  this  jewel,  happiness,  can  find, 
If  his  unfeeling  breast,  to  virtue  cold, 
Denies  her  entrance  to  his  ruthless  mind." 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

James,  now  mounted  on  a  wretched  animal,  at 
least  twenty  years  old  (for  he  had  been  taken 
in  by  a  jockey  in  buying  his  horse),  had  de- 
parted from  Segura  in  such  haste,  that  he  for- 
got to  provide  himself  with  any  thing  that 
might  protect  him  against  the  changes  of  the 
weather.  Nor  did  he  think  that  boots  were 
so  necessary  in  travelling  on  horseback,  until 
he  had  ridden  twenty  miles, — which  however 
he  accomplished  in  four  hours,  and  arrived  at 
a  house  where  he  intended  to  dine,  and  then 
to  proceed  another  stage.  This  short  stage 
however  had  shaken  him  so  much,  that  he 
was  glad  to  remain  all  night ;  and  it  was  for- 
tunate that  he  did  so,  as  a  dreadful  storm  of 
rain  came  on,  and  as  it  was  growing  dark. 


SEGURA.  183 

He  therefore  called  for  supper,  which  how- 
ever was  of  such  a  kind,  that  he  had  better 
reason  to  be  pleased  with  the  cheapness,  than 
the  luxury  of  the  entertainment.  After  a  good 
night's  rest,  he  set  off  next  morning ;  but  found 
himself  so  sore,  that  he  could  scarcely  ride 
more  than  two  miles  an  hour.  As  he  pro- 
ceeded at  this  rate,  a  man  well  mounted  came 
riding  up,  and  saluted  him.  He  wore  a  large 
wig ; — his  hat  was  tied  down  with  a  string, 
and  he  was  so  muffled  up  in  a  great-coat  and 
overalls,  that  nothing  was  visible  but  a  huge 
nose,  which  projected  from  the  foldings  of  an 
old  neckcloth.  He  was  surprised  to  see  James 
moving  at  so  slow  a  pace ;  and,  keeping  to 
the  left  side  of  him,  he  drew  his  bridle,  turn- 
ed round,  and  thus  addressed  our  traveller, 
whom  he  supposed  to  be  a  play-actor : — 

"  One  would  suppose,  sir,"  said  he,  "  that 
some  misfortune  had  happened  to  you,  by 
your  moving  at  this  rate,  in  a  day  which 
threatens  destruction." 
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*'  Not  at  all/'  answered  James,  who  turned 
round,  and  saw  a  man  who,  he  had  no  doubt, 
belonged  to  a  party  of  players  that  had  pass- 
ed ; — *'  but  your  friends  are  considerably  for- 
ward, as  they  passed  me  an  hour  ago."" 

'^  Friends  !"  replied  the  traveller,  "  I  have 
no  friends  on  this  road." 

•■'  I  thought,"  returned  James,  "  that  you 
might  belong  to  the  company  of  play-actors 
that  passed  me ;  for,  by  your  dress  and  ap- 
pearance, nobody,  one  would  think,  could  be 
mistaken  in  your  profession." 

"  That's  the  company  you  belong  to,  you 
mean  ?" 

"  I  belong  to  !"  said  James,  while  he  stop- 
ped his  horse,  and  rested  his  hand  on  the 
back  part  of  the  saddle ;  "  I  belong  to  no- 
body ; — I  am  no  man's  property,  and  there- 
fore belong  to  myself." 

"  That's  all  true,"  said  the  other ;  "but 
don't  you  belong  to  the  company  of  strolling 
players  that  you  mention  .?" 
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"  Mercy  on  us  !"  exclaimed  James  with 
astonishment  ;  "  that's  the  very  thing  I 
supposed  of  you  ;  and  if  you'll  be  as  candid 
as  I  have  been,  and  say  that  you  are  one  of 
the  number,  I  have  no  objection  to  render 
you  and  them  every  assistance  in  your  pro- 
fession."" 

From  this  declaration,  the  stranger  con- 
cluded that  James  was  really  an  actor  ;  but, 
as  the  latter  had  perhaps  greater  reason  to 
suppose  his  companion  to  be  one,  he  therefore 
proposed  to  ride  along  with  him,  and  acquire 
some  knowledge  of  the  character  of  persons 
whom  he  had  never  seen,  except  on  the  stage. 
The  stranger  having  no  objection  to  proceed 
with  our  traveller,  took  off  his  hat,  and,  sur- 
veying James  from  head  to  foot,  expressed 
his  astonishment  that  he  had  not  provided 
himself  better  against  the  storm.  He  might, 
indeed,  well  have  asked  such  a  question,  as 
James  was  dressed  in  the  elegant  suit  which 
he  got  from  Don  Statius,  which  was  better 
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adapted  to  exhibit  the  wearer  to  advantage 
in  a  ball-room,  than  to  defend  him  against  the 
inclemency  of  the  season  ;  and,  though  it 
would  have  been  a  suitable  attire  in  a  warm 
summer-day,  was  but  ill  calculated  to  resist 
the  cold  of  winter.  Yet,  so  little  attention 
did  James  pay  to  outward  appearance,  that 
he  frequently  made  himself  ridiculous  for  the 
very  purpose  of  preventing  others  from  being 
so ;  and  knowing  as  well  as  the  person  who 
addressed  him,  that  his  dress  did  not  corre- 
spond with  his  present  condition, — he  con- 
sidered this  man  not  devoid  of  penetration  in 
supposing  him  to  be  an  actor,  since,  under 
all  the  circumstances  now  mentioned,  he  re- 
sembled one  of  that  profession  more  than  of 
any  other. 

James,  who  had  to  answer  innumerable 
questions  about  plays,  could  not  divine  what 
his  companion  would  be  at ;  and,  after  tra- 
velling nearly  three  hours  in  this  manner, 
they  stopped  at  a  village,  where  the  stranger 
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told  him  it  was  necessary  to  halt  and  refresh 
the  horses ;  and  where,  if  he  had  no  objec- 
tion, he  would  in  the  meantime  order  dinner. 
James  at  once  agreed  to  this  proposal ;  and 
they  were  shewn  up  stairs  into  a  room 
with  a  good  fire  in  it,  where  they  dined, 
and  again  prepared  to  resume  their  journey. 
But,  in  an  instant,  there  came  on  such  a 
storm  of  thunder  and  rain,  as  rendered  it  im- 
possible for  them  to  proceed ;  and  hence  they 
resolved  to  remain  at  the  inn  all  night. 

The  stranger  now  took  off  his  great-coat, 
and  other  appendages  of  his  dress,  when  he 
appeared  a  respectable-looking  man  of  sixty, 
devoid  of  the  angry  grin  and  irritable  temper 
which  generally  characterize  persons  at  that 
period  of  life.  He  was  so  full  of  anecdote 
and  entertainment,  that  James  might  have 
justly  considered  him  as  one  of  a  company  of 
players, — not  only  from  the  knowledge  of 
dress  which  he  discovered,  but  also  from  the 
sarcastic  humour  which  is  frequently  to  be 
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found  in  persons  of  that  profession  ;  and,  up- 
on the  whole,  he  seemed  to  be  a  man  of  su- 
perior understanding. 

He  had  no  sooner  thrown  off  his  traveUing  ap- 
pendages, than  he  assured  James  that  he  only 
acted  a  borrowed  part,  from  an  understand- 
ing among  travellers  that  they  can  do  nothing 
wrong;  "  for,  on  the  road,"  said  he,  "  everyone 
has  the  liberty  to  believe  any  thing  of  another 
that  he  chooses ;  while  any  one  may  pass  for  a 
king,  a  prince,  or  a  conjurer,  so  long  as  he  can 
support  the  character  he  has  assumed.  But 
now,"  continued  he,  "  that  I  have  thrown  off 
my  disguise,  and  since  we  must  spend  the 
evening  in  rational  conversation,  the  tricks 
and  deceptions  of  travellers  must  be  sus- 
pended, and  I  now  appear  in  my  true  cha- 
racter as  a  merchant  from  Ocano,  to  which 
place  I  am  travelling." 

This  explanation  afforded  James  hopes  that 
he  might  be  able  to  form  some  acquaintances 
in  that  city  ;   although  he  hesitated  whether 
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it  would  be  advisable  to  commit  himself 
among  strangers,  lest  they  should  wish  to 
know  who  he  was,  and  for  what  he  travelled. 
He  had  been  often  teased  with  questions  of 
this  kind  by  persons  to  whom  he  had  been  in- 
troduced ;  and  soon  found  that  the  natural 
curiosity,  which  prompts  men  to  discover 
something  of  others  whom  they  meet  with, 
actuated  his  fellow-traveller  on  this  occasion. 
He  first  began  by  observing  to  James,  that 
he  had  never,  in  the  course  of  his  travels,  met 
with  a  gentleman  who  pursued  a  journey  so 
unsuitably  dressed,  so  wretchedly  mounted, 
and  of  such  a  grotesque  appearance,  as  him- 
self ;  and  then  inquired  who  he  was,  and 
whither  he  was  going  ? 

To  these  questions  James  made  no  reply ; 
but,  shifting  about  in  his  chair,  and  taking  a 
pinch  of  snufF,  he  tried  to  turn  the  stranger's 
attention  from  himself  to  the  state  of  the  wea- 
ther, the  appearance  of  the  country,  and  other 
topics  of  common  conversation.   But,  finding  it 
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impossible  to  carry  on  discourse  with  a  person 
of  whose  name  he  was  ignorant,  he  begged  to 
know  from  the  stranger  by  what  appellation 
he  should  address  him. 

The  Ocano  merchant  replied,  that  his  name 
was  Tristo  Talbert ;  and  that  he  had  been  at 
Cadiz  on  a  visit  to  a  Don  Magi,  a  relation  of 
his  own. 

James  no  sooner  heard  him  mention  Don 
Magi,  than  he  let  his  glass  fall,  and  was  for  a 
moment  confounded  ;  but,  on  recollecting 
himself,  he  instantly  rejoined, — 

"  You  may,  sir,"  said  James,  "  be  no 
doubt  surprised  at  the  emotion  I  have  shewn 
at  the  mention  of  one  of  my  best  friends,  Don 
Altona  Magi  of  Cadiz  ; — is  he  still  alive  .^^ 

"  He  is,"  replied  Don  Talbert ;  "  and  he 
particularly  mentioned  the  visit  of  a  stranger 
of  the  name  of  Don  Paterna,  who  lived  seve- 
ral months  with  him  some  years  ago,  but 
whom  he  has  never  since  heard  of." 

"  I  am  he,"  said  James. 
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He  no  sooner  uttered  these  words,  than 
Don  Talbert  made  a  spring  from  his  chair, 
and,  shaking  James  by  the  hand,  assured  him 
that  he  was  as  happy  in  having  met  with  him, 
as  he  had  been  in  seeing  Don  Magi  himself. 
This  opinion  which  Don  Talbert  expressed, 
must  doubtless  have  arisen  from  the  account 
which  Magi  had  given  him  of  James ;  and 
which  could  not  be  more  favourable  when  re- 
ported, than  it  now  was  fortunate  when  re- 
peated ;  as  it  established  an  intimacy  betwixt 
our  two  travellers,  which  afterwards  proved 
of  mutual  advantage. 

On  making  particular  inquiry  about  Don 
Magi,  he  learned  that  his  old  friend,  after 
having  lived  a  year  with  his  brother  at  the 
castle,  had  returned  to  his  former  house,  and 
was  still  the  same  man  as  he  had  been  before. 
He  was  still  more  immersed  than  ever  in  the 
study  of  chemistry ;  he  had  now  filled  two 
iiats  of  the  house  with  casks  and  fermenting 
apparatus  ;    and    he  had  one  room  so  filled 
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with  froth,  that  nobody  durst  enter  it  for  fear 
of  being  suffocated ; — but  what  object  Don 
Magi  had  in  view  by  such  operations,  Don 
Talbert  said  he  could  not  conjecture. 

As  they  had  now  agreed  to  remain  all  night 
at  the  inn,  the  landlord  informed  them  that  a 
gentleman,  who  had  been  all  day  in  his 
house,  and  who  was  to  remain  all  night, 
wished  to  be  introduced  to  their  company. 
James  and  Don  Talbert  expressed  an  equal 
desire  to  see  this  stranger ;  for,  thought  they, 
the  more  persons  we  see,  the  more  perhaps 
we  may  learn  ;  and  who  knows  but  this 
stranger  may  have  something  to  communi- 
cate for  our  amusement. 

Accordingly  the  stranger  entered  ;  and  an 
additional  supply  of  wine  was  ordered  for  his 
entertainment.  But  who  he  was  they  could 
not  divine  ;  although,  as  he  seemed  much 
pleased  with  the  account  of  Don  Talbert's 
exploits,  our  travellers  requested  that,  in  his 
turn,  he  would  favour  them  with  a  relation 
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of  his  also.  The  stranger  then  told  them 
that  his  name  was  Dira  ;  but  alleged  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  history  of  his  life 
worth  relating  ;  however,  in  order  to  gratify 
his  fellow-travellers,  he  thus  began  : — 


VOL.  II, 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

HISTORY  OF  DON  DIRA. 

"  During  the  early  part  of  my  life,  my  pros- 
pects were  the  most  unpromising  that  you  can 
conceive ;  for  my  father,  by  his  too  generous 
disposition  in  assisting  others,  thereby  reduced 
his  family  of  five  sons  to  absolute  poverty.  I 
was  the  eldest  of  the  family,  and  had  no  sooner 
attained  the  age  of  fifteen,  than  I  was  able  to 
judge  of  the  miserable  situation  into  which  we 
had  been  brought  by  my  father's  liberality, 
and  of  the  ingratitude  of  those  who  had  shared 
in  his  bounty.  For,  although  all  our  pro- 
perty had  been  spent  in  contributing  to  re- 
lieve others,  I  found  that  nobody  would  re- 
lieve us  in  return ;  but,  whether  from  want 
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of  inclination  or  ability,  I   do  not  pretend 
to  say. 

About  this  time  a  brother  of  my  father  died ; 
and,  as  I  was  named  after  him,  all  his  pro- 
perty was  made  over  to  me.     My  uncle  we 
had  always  considered  a  consummate  miser,  as 
he  had  little  or  no  intercourse  with  any  of 
his  neighbours,  and  as  he  never  suffered  any 
of  his  relations  to  visit  him.     At  his  death, 
however,  I  obtained  possession  of  thirty  thou- 
sand ducats  in  gold,  with  which  I  made  some 
provision  for  my  brothers,  by  settling  an  an- 
nuity on  each  of  them ; — after  which,  being  dis- 
gusted with  a  place  where  I  had  been  so  un- 
generously treated,  I  left  Almeida,  and  set- 
tled in  Lisbon.    But,  although  experience  had 
taught  me  the  folly  of  bestowing  favours  on 
the  undeserving,  yet,  like  my  father,  I  had  a 
natural  inclination   to  assist  or  relieve  every 
one  in  needy  circumstances ;  and  I  congratu- 
lated myself  in  possessing  the  means  adequate 
for  indulging  my  generosity. 
"  On  my  first  settlement  in  Lisbon,  I  re- 
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mained  for  a  while  unknown  and  unnoticed ; 
but  I  had  no  sooner  become  a  hberal  sub- 
scriber to  the  public  institutions  of  the  place, 
than  I  was  surrounded  by  persons  whose  gift 
in  the  art  of  flattery  was  not  the  least  of  their 
accomplishments.  They  soon  became  ac- 
quainted with  my  disposition,  and  were  all 
eager  to  gain  my  confidence,  that  they  might 
obtain  a  share  of  my  fortune. 

"  It  was  notlong  before  I  discovered  that 
each  of  my  new  acquaintances  had  some 
l^urpose  of  his  own  to  serve  by  his  assi- 
duity, and  that  there  was  not  one  of  them 
who  did  not  l/orrow  from  me.  Accordingly 
I  soon  found  that,  although  the  losses  I 
sustained  by  this  means  were  inconsiderable, 
there  appeared  to  be  no  end  to  their  applica- 
tions ;  and  therefore  I  resolved  to  prevent 
them  as  soon  as  possible,  by  a  flat  refusal. 
Indeed,  there  was  an  absolute  necessity  for  it, 
as  more  than  the  half  of  my  time  was  spent  in 
paying  and  receiving  money,  which  could  not 
be  done  by  any  other  person. 
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"  In  order  to  facilitate  my  transactions,  I 
engaged  a  book-keeper  of  experience  and  in- 
dustry, whom  I  consulted  about  these  mat- 
tei's,  who  recommended  a  scheme  whereby  he 
tliought  that  the  number  of  applications  might 
be  reduced  at  least  one-half,  by  charging  in- 
terest for  the  time  during  which  the  money 
was  retained.  But,  unluckily  for  my  comfort, 
I  had  no  sooner  announced  this  resolution, 
than  the  difficulties  of  the  business  increased 
tenfold.  If  the  persons  who  applied  for  money 
formerly  endeavoured  to  obtain  it  by  prac- 
tising upon  my  good  nature  and  easy  temper, 
they  now  thought  they  had  a  legal  right  to 
it,  which  I  could  not  refuse; — so  that  this 
kind  of  traffic  soon  became  intolerable,  and  I 
found  it  necessary  to  relinquish  it  completely ; 
for,  had  it  been  carried  on  a  month  longer,  I 
must  have  quitted  the  place  as  poor  as  I  had 
been  before  my  uncle's  death. 

"  While  I  at  last  determined  on  closing 
these  accounts,  a  person,  who  had  borrowed 
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five  hundred  and  twenty  ducats  for  two  days, 
had  not  kept  his  time  in  the  repayment  of 
-them  (which,  notwithstanding  our  extensive 
transactions,  was  strictly  atended  to),  and  I 
instantly  called  on  him  to  know  why  the  rules 
of  my  establishment  had  been  disregarded  ?  I 
was  not  a  little  surprised  to  find  that  this  gen- 
tleman considered  my  demand  as  an  insult, 
and  gave  hints  that,  if  it  was  persisted  in,  very 
serious  consequences  might  ensue.  Aston- 
ished beyond  measure  at  such  a  return  for  my 
services,  and  at  the  violation  of  a  promise 
under  which  the  transaction  had  been  engaged 
in,  I  told  him  that  I  had  a  bill  due  that  very 
day,  and  depended  on  the  money  being  paid' 
with  that  punctuality  with  which  sums  ob- 
tained in  this  way  ought  to  be  returned.  He 
answered  my  assertion  respecting  the  bill,  by 
telling  me  that  he  had  one  due  also,  and 
adding,  "  Which  of  the  two,"  think  you, 
"  ought  to  be  protested  ?"" 

"  This  was  such  a  violation  of  that  faith 
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and  honour  under  which  the  money  had  been 
advanced,  that  I  resolved  to  have  the  matter 
settled  in  one  way  or  another ;  and,  taking 
his  acceptance  by  a  bill  at  three  months,  de- 
termined to  wind  up  the  whole  of  my  money- 
transactions,  and  retire  again  to  Almeida ;  for 
which  purpose  I  immediately  began  to  arrange 
alphabetically  all  my  outstanding  debts,  the 
entries  of  which  filled  a  large  volume.  The 
applications,  however,  still  continued;  and  the 
refusal  given  to  the  applicants  produced  such 
disturbance,  that  no  run  upon  a  bank,  whose 
credit  was  suspected,  ever  equalled  it ;  and  I 
found  it  as  difficult  to  get  clear  of  their  de- 
mands, as  they  found  their  disappointment 
extreme  when  these  were  refused.  When  this 
was  the  case,  in  what  situation,  thought  I, 
must  those  persons  be  who  owed  them  money, 
since  they  acted  in  this  manner,  when  none 
was  due  to  them  ! 

"  I  soon  found  that  the  services  I  had  ren- 
dered to  these  people  were  rewarded  with  the 
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Tilest  ingratitude ;  and  that  those  to  whom  I 
had  shewn  the  greatest  friendship,  began  to 
stigmatize  me  with  the  most  abusive  epithets. 
In  order  to  put  a  final  stop  to  any  farther  ap- 
plications from  these  wTetches,  I  gave  public 
irotice  of  my  intention  to  relinquish  all  con- 
cern in  the  pecuniary  transactions  which  I  had 
so  long  managed,  by  inscribing  the  following 
words,  in  large  characters,  on  a  board  hung 
up  in  a  conspicuous  part  of  my  counting- 
house  :— ^ 

*  IT    IS    REQL'ESTED    THAT    NO    PERSON    WILL 


^'  I  now  endeavoured  to  recover  as  much 
of  my  property  as  I  could  ;  but  found,  by 
sad  experience,  that  supplying  the  pecuniary 
wants  of  others  was  the  worst  trade  in  exist- 
ence, as  it  fully  verified  the  Spanish  proverU, 
— '  He  that  lendeth  his  money  loseth  his 
friend.^  7 
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"  Being  at  length  convinced  of  the  folly  of 
lending  money  to  those  who  do  not  deserve  it, 
I  now  act  upon  a  different  principle,  and  lend 
to  nobody,  since  all  my  best  offices  in  that 
way  have  tended  only  to  the  worst  of  pur- 
poses/' 

James  and  Don  Talbert  having  heard  the 
history  of  Don  Dira,  allowed  that,  although 
it  was  admirably  told,  and  set  off*  with  all 
those  arts  of  the  elevation  or  fall  of  the  voice, 
and  other  necessary  embellishments,  employed 
by  persons  who  excel  in  narrative,— still  there 
was  nothing  in  it  that  any  one  could  have 
displayed  to  advantage,  unless  by  the  aid  of 
looks  and  gestures;  and  hence  James  per- 
ceived, that  a  good  story  consists,  not  so  much 
in  the  matte?'  it  contains,  as  in  the  maniier  of 
relating  it.  He  had  been  often  at  a  loss  to 
discover  the  reason  why  he  failed  in  making 
the  most  curious  story  interesting,  even  though 
he  told  it  in  the  best  manner  he  could,  and 

i2 
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was  mortified  to  find  that  nobody  paid  any 
attention  to,  or  gave  him  any  credit  for  it ; 
nay,  that  after  its  conclusion,  his  next  neigh- 
bour would  coolly  remark, — "  Is  that  all  ? — 
'tis  nothing  in  comparison  of  a  story  which  I 
have  heard,  and  which  I  shall  now  repeat,  if 
the  company  pleases." 

Having  obtained  permission  to  tell  his 
story,  he  would  begin  with  a  long  enume- 
ration of  preliminary  circumstances,  and  in- 
troduce a  prosing  account  of  several  inci- 
dents very  little  connected  with  the  subject ; 
so  that  the  disjuncta  membra  were  exceed- 
ingly tiresome,  as  they  could  not  be  com- 
bined into  one  whole ; — and  yet,  by  a  few 
embellishments  of  speech  and  action,  such  a 
story  was  better  received  than  the  most  inter- 
esting narrative  that  could  be  told.  James, 
however,  disdained  to  amuse  a  company  in 
this  way,  as  he  conceived  that  the  materials  of  a 
story  should  afford  greater  entertainment  than 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  related ; — and, 
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although  he  sometimes  met  with  persons  of 
refinement,  who  were  highly  amused  with  his 
humour  and  anecdotes,  yet  he  found  very  few 
of  this  description,  although  he  once  met  with 
a  man  that  laughed  at  every  thing  he  said ! 
James  thought  this  the  best  fellow  in  the 
world  ;  but  as  for  your  dry,  stiff,  formal,  re- 
served mortals,  he  held  them  in  the  greatest 
contempt,  as  void  of  all  kindly  feelings  which 
should  dispose  one  to  be  pleased  with  a  person 
who  endeavours  to  afford  amusement. 

He  had  also  observed  some  who  would 
have  laughed  at  the  peculiarities  of  those 
who  told  a  story,  for  which  James  would 
have  twisted  their  noses,  if  they  had  done 
so  to  him  ; — and  he  had  noticed  others  who 
were  very  civil,  polite,  and  obsequious,  but 
who  notwithstanding  were  arrant  backbit- 
ers, before  whom,  therefore,  he  was  par- 
ticularly cautious  of  saying  any  thing,  know- 
ing well  that  the  urbanity  of  their  manners 
was  merely  a  cloak  to  the  malignity  of  their 
hearts.      When  James   happened   to   be    in 
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the  company  of  these  persons,  he  imagined 
that  he  and  they  were  in  another  world,  and 
that  doomsday's  secrets  had  already  been  re- 
vealed before  the  time. 

But,  although  James  was  very  fastidious  in 
the  choice  of  his  company,  no  man  was  ever 
better  fitted  for  society,  as  he  was  always  alive 
to  every  thing  that  could  in  the  smallest  de- 
gree contribute  to  pleasure  or  amusement ;  al- 
though, in  his  travels,  he  found  a  melancholy 
difference  betwixt  his  own  feelings  and  those 
of  others.  Indeed,  when  he  found  that  so  few 
were  concerned  about  any  thing  except  their 
own  affairs,  and  that  self-interest  seemed  to  be 
the  ruling  motive  of  most  men's  actions,  he 
was  almost  induced  to  abandon  society,  and 
shut  himself  up  in  a  cloister  or  a  hermitage ; 
— and  lamented  that  he  was  obliged  to  sojourn 
in  a  world  where  scarcely  one  in  a  thousand 
was,  in  all  respects,  what  he  ought  to  be. 
How  far  others  may  agree  with  James  in  their 
estimate  of  human  characters  must  depend 
upon  their  own  opinions ; — but  our  traveller 
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was  certainly  wrong  in  expecting  a  degree  of 
perfection  among  the  mass  of  mankind,  which 
they  have  never  yet  attained;  for,  as  their 
principles  are  often  perverted  by  early  preju- 
dices or  education,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that 
they  will  exhibit  such  propriety  of  conduct, 
as  the  few,  whose  minds  are  uninfluenced  by 
these,  will  naturally  pursue. 

But,  although  the  generality  came  far  short  of 
that  excellence  which,  he  conceived,  they  should 
possess, — yet  this  opinion  was  formed  on  com- 
paring them  with  the  standard  of  his  own 
character,  which  was  a  very  false  and  inade- 
quate criterion ;  as  he  was  endowed  with  a  de- 
gree of  good  sense,  judgment,  and  discretion, 
that  was  seldom  equalled,  and  never  surpass- 
ed. It  might  indeed  have  been  thought 
that,  as  he  had  already  seen  so  much  of  the 
world,  and  found  so  many  circumstances  whicli 
modified  the  characters  of  individuals,  he  would 
liave  made  some  allowance  for  their  imperfec- 
tions ; — but  lie  had  not  yet  learned  this  use- 
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ful  lesson  of  the  sage  Antoninus : — "  Shew 
men  their  errors,  and  reform  them  if  thou 
canst ;  but  if  thou  canst  not,  remember  that 
they  should  still  be  treated  with  benevolence.*" 
Such  indeed  was  the  advice  which  James**  com- 
panions gave  him  on  this  occasion  ;  and  they 
expressed  a  hope  that,  when  he  had  learned  a 
little  more  of  the  world,  he  would  find  the  ne- 
cessity of  allowing  men  to  act  in  their  own 
way,  however  much  he  might  wish  to  reform 
them. 

In  the  meantime  the  landlord,  who,  during 
all  these  discussions,  had  got  no  orders  for 
supper,  entered  the  room  abruptly  with  an 
apology  for  his  intrusion,  which  however 
was  intended  as  an  indication  that  he  wished 
our  travellers  to  be  gone  ;  as  they  were  of  too 
sober  a  cast,  and  did  not  fill  the  bowl  so  fast 
as  would  produce  him  a  good  reckoning. 
Don  Dira  saw  his  object,  and  called  for  a 
newspaper,  to  learn  the  last  intelligence  about 
the  price  of  stocks. 
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"  A  newspaper  !"  cried  the  innkeeper,  "  I 
get  two  papers  every  day ;  but  I  never  have 
the  use  of  one  of  them  for  half  a  second." 

"  How  can  that  be  ?"  inquired  James, 
who  was  always  trying  to  discover  something 
new. 

"  I'll  tell  you  why,*"  said  the  landlord  ;— 
"  my  Madrid  paper,  which  should  arrive  daily, 
is  frequently  picked  out  of  the  case  and  lost, 
or  it  is  read  by  all  the  clerks  in  the  post-office, 
while  another,  a  week  old,  is  sent  instead  of  it; 
and,  when  it  does  arrive,  and  I  begin  to  look 
at  it,  in  comes  a  neighbour,  who,  before  I  get 
my  spectacles  adjusted,  asks  so  many  ques- 
tions, and  teases  me  so  much  about  foreign 
and  domestic  intelligence,  that  I  am  glad  to 
give  him  the  paper  in  order  to  get  rid  of  his 
importunity.  He  then  begins  to  read  it  in 
such  a  manner,  that  I  can  make  nothing  of 
the  news  it  contains  ;  for  he  passes  over,  with 
a  monotonous  whine,  all  the  important  sub- 
jects of  intelligence,  and  bawls  out  the  names 
of  towns  and  places  that  have  no  existence,  or 
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the  titles  of  French  officers  that  were  never 
heard  of;  and  thus  he  makes  a  newspaper  of 
his  own,  which  to  me  is  quite  unintelligible. 
If,  after  all  this,  I  ask  him  "  what's  the 
news  ?*"  he  throws  down  the  paper  with  indig- 
nation, and  says,  that  "  there's  nothing  worth 
reading ;"" — so  that  you  may  easily  conceive  I 
neither  know  the  news  myself,  nor  can  I  ac- 
commodate my  customers  with  a  newspaper, 
as  I  ought  to  do. 

Nay,  not  only  am  I  deprived  of  my 
daily  papers  by  a  set  of  inquisitive  neigh- 
bours,— even  when  I  get  the  Madrid  Ga- 
zette Extraordinary,  (which  is  the  only  one 
worth  reading,)  it  is  no  sooner  laid  on  the  par- 
lour table,  than  my  son  James  slips  it  up,  and 
tears  out  all  the  choice  pieces  of  news  with  his 
fingers ; — for  his  nails,  which  formerly  served 
this  purpose,  are  worn  to  the  quick  by  pick- 
ing out  the  accounts  about  the  siege  of  St  Se- 
bastian, and  therefore  they  cannot  now  be  en  - 
ployed  in  destroying  the  paper.  AVhen  I 
catch  him  tearing  it,  and  give  him  a  slap  on 
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the  cheek  for  his  pains,  he  throws  down  the 
Gazette  in  a  rage,  and  his  brother  George,  who 
is  always  on  the  watch,  instantly  runs  off  with 
it ;  and  thus  the  whole  forenoon  is  spent  in 
chasing  tlie  papers  instead  of  reading  them. 

I  have  no  sooner  recovered  them  from  these 
mischievous  boys,  than  neighbour  Fyffe  gets 
them  for  an  hour,  which  he  generally  protracts 
to  two  or  three,  as  he  begins  with  "  The  Ma- 
drid Chronicle,  No  10,754,  1st  June,  1813, 
price  10  reals,"  reads  every  advertisement  in 
it,  and  finishes  at  the  end  with — "  Printed  by 
Don  Silvester  Grady  Perdova  de  Lora,  at  the 
Madrid  Chronicle  Office,  No  7,  Beulo  Build- 
ings, East  Pervan  Street ; — where  orders  and 
advertisements  are  thankfully  received.'" 

When  the  paper  has  gone  through  this  ex- 
amination, and  has  been  doubled  in  all  possi- 
ble shapes  necessary  for  presenting  it  to  the 
view  of  the  readers,  it  is  then  seized  on  by 
John  Groom,  superintendent  of  stables,  whose 
wife  and  three  elderly  boys  read  it  also,  and 
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fight  about  it  for  half  a  day ;  after  which  they 
send  it  to  a  neighbour,  who  has  several 
others  all  in  waiting  to  borrow  it ;  so  that,  in 
short,  the  perambulations  of  my  Madrid 
Chronicle  would  make  a  much  more  enter- 
taining story  than  any  thing  which  itself  con- 
tains.'" 

*'  Mercy  on  us,'*  cried  James,  "  this  is  a 
very  singular  thing, — that  one  should  be  at 
the  expense  of  purchasing  newspapers  for  other 
people  to  sweep  their  chimneys  with  !  for  IVe 
no  doubt  they'll  be  black  enough  before  they 
come  again  into  your  possession  I"** 

The  landlord  hereupon  turned  to  a  table, 
and  exclaimed, — '^  Here,  gentlemen,  is  a  sam- 
ple of  my  stock  of  news  :" — then,  holding  up 
a  sheet  of  paper  very  much  resembling  a 
sweep's  apron, — he  said, — "  Keren's  a  proof  of 
that  indefatigable  industry  of  my  friends  and 
neighbours ; — for  this  remnant  of  a  news- 
paper has  furnished  entertainment  to  at  least 
a  hundred  and  fifty  readers." 
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When  this  paper-conversation  had  been 
discussed,  and  the  bill  was  discharged,  James 
and  Don  Talbert  took  leave  of  Dira,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  their  journey.  The  day  was  the 
reverse  of  the  preceding  one  ;  as  the  morning 
was  fine,  and  the  air  clear  and  fresh,  so  that 
they  now  set  off  at  a  pretty  hard  trot.  But 
they  had  not  proceeded  above  two  miles,  when 
Don  Talbert  complained  of  the  heat  of  the 
weather,  although  James  endeavoured  to  con- 
vince him  that  it  was  rather  cold ; — but  to  no 
purpose,  as  his  companion  alleged  that  he  felt 
himself  very  warm.  It  is  no  wonder  that  Don 
Talbert  was  now  in  a  state  of  perspiration, 
as  he  had  buckled  himself  up  to  the  throat 
with  his  winter's  dress ; — and  thus  he  judged 
of  the  heat  of  the  weather  by  the  heat  of  his 
face,  which  James  considered  a  very  fallacious 
thermometer,  especially  as  his  companion  had 
swallowed  tv/o  or  three  bumpers  of  brandy 
before  setting  out.    As  he  was  thus  oppressed 
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with  heat,  he  would  not  believe  James'  decla- 
ration, that  the  day  was  rather  cold,  although 
he  himself  exhibited  a  proof  of  it  by  the 
shivering  which  had  seized  him  since  they 
had  slackened  their  pace. 

In  order  to  convince  his  companion,  that 
two  persons  may  feel  very  different  sensations 
in  the  same  weather,  according  as  they  are 
more  or  less  provided  against  it, — James  men- 
tioned that  he  once  travelled  in  a  very  frosty 
day  in  a  stage-coach,  when  one  of  the  pas- 
sengers insisted  on  keeping  up  the  glasses  of 
the  vehicle  all  the  way,  as  he  felt  himself 
wai'm  ;  while  all  the  rest  of  them  were  shiver- 
ing with  cold.  On  inquiring  into  the  cause 
of  his  peculiar  feeling,  which  was  so  differ- 
ent from  that  of  his  fellow-travellers,  it  was 
discovered  that  this  person  had  drunk  half 
a  bottle  of  mulled  wine  before  setting  out, 
which  kept  in  the  heat  for  fifty  miles  which 
they  had   to  travel ; — and   hence  James  al- 
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ways  adopted  a  similar  precaution  against 
the  cold,  on  undertaking  a  journey  in  the 
winter  season. 

With  respect  to  Don  Talbert,  James  said 
sarcastically,  that  he  had  a  twofold  cause  of 
heat,  from  the  brandy  within,  and  from  his 
dress  without, — as  he  had  on  a  large  thick 
plaid,  and  a  great-coat  of  ten-shoulders'  proof, 
which  were  sufficient  to  throw  him  into  a 
burning  fever,  even  in  the  middle  of  winter  ; 
— and  therefore  it  was  advisable,  for  his  own 
comfort,  to  wear  a  suit  of  ck>thes  which  might 
be  less  cumbersome.  James  assured  him, 
that  a  dress  such  as  he  wore  was  more  suit- 
able than  a  load  of  cloaks  and  great-coats, 
which  were  only  fit  to  be  the  garb  of  a  wag- 
goner ;  and  that  a  gentleman  travelled  much 
more  comfortably  when  thinly  attired, — be- 
sides appearing  in  the  character  which  he  as- 
sumed. And,  with  regard  to  the  objection 
against  wearing  a  summer's  dress  in  winter,— 
that  it  was  not  sufficient  to  keep  out  the  cold, 
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Tames  said  that  he  easily  obviated  that  de- 
fect in  two  ways,— ^r*^,  by  using  his  horse  to 
trot  or  gallop  by  unfurling  his  umbrella,  in 
the  same  way  as  cavalry-horses  are  drilled  by 
the  firing  of  pistols ; — and,  secondly,  by  al- 
ways providing  himself,  before  setting  out  on 
a  journey,  with  a  bottle  of  brandy,  whereby 
he  could  raise  a  heat  at  any  time,  and  so  re- 
gulate himself  to  a  single  degree,  without  a 
thermometer. 

James  thus  convinced  his  travelling  com- 
panion, that  the  heat  of  which  he  complained 
arose  from  a  superabundance  of  dress, — on 
which  he  made  such  a  long  dissertation,  that 
Don  Talbert  declared  himself  obliged  by  the 
instruction  and  amusement  which  it  afforded, 
and  said  that  he  would,  in  return,  thank 
James  to  take  his  great-coat.  James  could 
not  but  wonder  at  the  particular  way  in  which 
the  request  was  made ;  and  began  to  think 
that  the  phrase,  thanlc  him,  although  it  gene- 
rally conveyed  an  acknowledgment  of  a  fa- 
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vour  either  granted  or  expected,  had  very 
often  a  meaning  the  very  reverse ;  as  it  de- 
noted that  the  person  who  used  it,  instead  of 
being  obliged,  considered  himself  insulted,  by 
any  proposal  which  was  not  to  his  liking. 
Accordingly  he  found,  that  those  who  fre- 
quently employed  this  phrase,  and  who  were 
wont  to  say, — ''  I  thank  you  for  this,"  or 
"  I  thank  you  for  that ;" — thereby  meant  that 
they  would  rather  give  one  a  slap  on  the  face 
for  his  pains,  than  return  him  thanks  for  it. 

From  all  these  considerations,  James  con- 
cluded that,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  every 
thing  which  a  person  gave  away,  from  the 
expectation  of  getting  thanks,  was  generally 
repaid  in  a  very  different  coin  ;  and  that, 
should  a  man  bestow  all  that  he  has  for  the 
easy  recompense  of  "  I  thank  you,  sir," — "  I 
thank  you,  sir," — he  may  think  himself  for- 
tunate if  he  escape  the  ridicule  of  those  to 
whom  he  has  extended  his  liberality. 

James  was  mortified  to  think  of  the  ingra- 
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titude  of  mankind  for  the  very  best  services, 
especially  as  it  was  so  very  contrary  to  every 
right  feeling  and  proper  principle  which 
should  actuate  the  mind  ; — and,  therefore,  he 
considered  it  as  one  of  those  evils  under  the 
sun  which  he  should  endeavour  to  remedy. 

He  was  sensible,  indeed,  that  there  were 
cases  in  which  good  services  were  well  bestow- 
ed, and  gratefully  acknowledged  ;  but  James 
found  it  a  melancholy  truth,  that  the  more 
one  bestowed,  the  more  reason  he  generally 
had  to  repent  of  his  generosity  ; — as  ingrati- 
tude, uncharitableness,  and  every  evil  passion, 
often  prompt  those  who  have  received  favours 
to  vilify  and  calumniate  the  very  person  whom 
they  are  bound  in  duty  to  venerate  and  extol. 
These  reflections  were  naturally  suggested  to 
James"*  mind  by  Don  Talbert's  expression,— 
that  he  would  thank  him  to  take  his  great- 
coat,— which  our  traveller  now  considered 
merely  as  words  of  course. 

But,  although  James  knew  this,  he  agreed 
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to  accept  of  the  great-coat,  since  he  conceiv- 
ed that  the  gift  conferred  on  him  was  not  so 
very  great  as  to  lay  him  under  obhgations 
which  he  could  not  fulfil ;  or,  if  it  should  be 
regarded  as  such,  that  he  would  obviate  it  by 
returning  the  coat,  and  thus  make  himself  a 
great  man  by  refusing  to  keep  it.  But,  on 
considering  that  he  and  his  companion  were 
for  a  time  concerned  in  each  other's  happi- 
ness, it  was  necessary  that  they  should  be  on 
good  terms,  at  least  as  long  as  they  should 
travel  together. 

Indeed,  James  always  found  travellers  the 
most  agreeable  companions,  and  had  long- 
observed,  that  the  most  ill-natured  man  at 
home  became  the  reverse 

"  When  mounted  on  hroicn  horse  or  dappled  grey.^^ 

He  could  not  account  for  this  singular  circum- 
stance in  any  other  way,  than  from  their  be- 
ing perfectly  independent  of  one  another.  He 
was  however  of  opinion  that,  were  travellers 
roL.  II.  K 
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compelled  to  remain  in  the  company  of  cer- 
tain persons,  whether  it  was  agreeable  or  not, 
the  case  would  be  greatly  altered,  as  they  must 
then  suffer  their  violent  tempers  with  impuni- 
ty ; — whereas  those  who  are  independent  of 
each  other  will  not  tolerate  abusive  language ; 
or,  if  they  meet  with  it,  may  easily  prevent  its 
recurrence  by  a  single  look  or  expression  of 
disapprobation,  without  having  recourse  to 
disputes  or  altercations. 

James  also  found,  that  persons  who  differ- 
ed about  any  matter,  when  allowed  to  settle 
it  in  their  own  way,  generally  came  to  a  mu- 
tual understanding ;  but  that  a  dispute  no 
sooner  happens  betwixt  two  parties,  than  every 
one  took  a  side;  and  thus,  perhaps,  two  ho- 
nest men  are  set  at  variance  by  the  officious 
interference  of  others, — in  the  same  manner  as 
two  peaceable  dogs  (suppose  Pompey  and 
Caesar),  that  have  met  in  the  street  and  begun 
to  wag  their  tails  and  caress  each  other,  are 
forthwith  set  upon  by  some  mischievous  boys, 
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who  stir  them  up  to  fight,  by  exclaiming, — 
*' At  him,  Pompey," — "  at  him,  Caesar  ;" — and 
delight  to  see  them  worry  each  other  for  their 
own  diversion. 

This  malicious  disposition  in  mankind  was 
also  an  evil  which  our  traveller  wished  very 
much  to  suppress  ,*  and  he  was  also  desirous 
to  have  laws  enacted  for  regulating  the  con- 
duct of  one  man  towards  another ; — but  in  this 
he  found  as  much  difficulty  as  in  preventing 
scandal,  since  there  were  so  many  persons 
whose  whole  pleasure  and  delight  consisted  in 
setting  every  one  by  the  ears. 

On  considering  all  these  matters,  and  weigh- 
ing them  in  as  accurate  a  way  as  possible, 
James  agreed  to  carry  Don  Talbert's  great- 
coat, although  he  did  not  relish  the  demand 
made  on  him  in  the  forward  phrase  of — Pll 
thcmk  you  ;  and  he  began  to  think  that,  if  it 
should  rain,  Don  Talbert  would  then  be  glad 
to  thank  him  to  return  his  great-coat !  James, 
indeed,  had  no  right  to  expect  that  he  should 
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benefit  himself  at  another'*s  expense,  or  that 
he  should  keep  himself  dry  and  comfortable, 
while  the  owner  of  the  great-coat  was  drench- 
ed to  the  skin  ; — while,  at  the  same  time,  he 
knew  it  was  equally  true  that,  had  he  had  a 
great-coat,  while  Don  Talbert  had  none,  the 
latter  would  most  likely  have  assumed  a  con- 
sequential and  insinuating  look,  and  said  to 
him, — "  I'll  thank  you  for  your  greaUcoat  C 
Whether  James  would  have  granted  this  re- 
quest, it  may  be  easily  conjectured; — for  he 
had  now  seen  so  much  of  the  world,  as  to  render 
him  guarded  against  consummate  impudence ; 
as  he  found,  the  longer  he  conversed  with 
mankind,  that  there  were  those  who  would  not 
want  from  want  of  asking  ; — and  who  would 
ask  till  they  had  asked  every  thing  he  had, 
and  then  conclude  with — "  I'll  thank  yo« 
for  your  trowsers !"" 

From  the  whole  of  these  observations  and 
reflections,  James  concluded,  that  the  persons 
'»vhom  he  ought  to  help  or  assist  were  those 
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who  asked  nothing ;  since  those  who  were  aic- 
customed  to  ask  favours  became  so  intoler- 
able by  their  importunities,  as  to  be  a  public 
nuisance  that  ought  to  be  banished  from  so- 
ciety  ; — and  he  at  last  resolved  to  write  an 
essay,  in  which  he  would  prescribe  rules  for 
the  reformation  of  those  who  are  always  in 
want,  ever  asking,  yet  never  satisfied. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

As  James  resolved  to  submit  to  the  whims 
and  caprices  of  Don  Talbert  for  the  sake  of 
peace,  they  travelled  on  amicably  all  that  day, 
and  in  the  evening  they  arrived  at  the  town 
of  Calatrava,  in  New  Castile,  about  sixty  miles 
from  Alcaro,  which  they  expected  to  reach 
the  following  day. 

On  alighting  at  the  best  inn,  they  were  just 
in  time  for  supper ;  although  they  could 
scarcely  find  a  place  to  take  it,  as  the  travel- 
lers' room  had  been  previously  occupied  with 
several  persons  who  had  already  supped,  and 
who  were  now  partaking  of  a  social  glass  be- 
fore going  to  bed.  The  entrance  of  the  new 
guests  gave  the  others  no  concern ;  nay,  se- 
veral never  turned  round  to  look  at  them ; — ai- 
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though  their  appearance,  to  persons  of  less 
curiosity,  must  have  been  highly  amusing ;  as 
James  had  put  on  the  great-coat,  which  had 
afforded  so  fertile  a  subject  for  moralizing, 
and  was  so  completely  covered  with  it,  that  no 
part  of  him  was  visible  except  his  nose. 

James  now  began  to  survey  the  room,  and 
observed  that,  near  the  fire,  sat  a  man  with  a 
huge  wig  and  carbunckled  nose  ;  while  ano- 
ther in  boots  sat  opposite  to  him,  who,  though 
shabbily  dressed,  was,  it  seems,  a  man  of 
great  wealth ; — a  third,  who  sat  next  him,  was 
in  the  highest  style  of  fashion,  with  a  pair  of 
singular  boots  that  reached  only  to  the  ankle ; 
while  two  officers  of  the  army,  who  were  smart- 
looking  fellows,  made  up  the  party.  Our 
traveller's  attention  was  particularly  directed 
to  the  officers,  one  of  whom  smoked  a  pipe  (an 
unusual  occupation  for  a  man  of  his  profes- 
sion) ;  while  the  other  dandled  a  toddy-ladle, 
and,  keeping  it  on  the  edge  of  a  tumbler  in 
all  the  attitudes  of  a  balance,  continued  a  long 
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dispute  with  his  companion  on  military  tactics. 
James  now  perceived  that  the  latter  officer, 
from  taking  the  lead  in  the  argument,  assum- 
ed an  air  of  superiority ;  and,  from  this  cir- 
cumstance, he  was  led  to  moralize  anew  on 
the  art  of  story-telling,  especially  as  it  was  an  ac- 
compHshment  which  he  wished  much  to  attain. 
On  recollecting  what  he  had  seen  and  heard 
of  persons  who  were  considered  as  adepts 
in  the  art,  he  was  however  convinced  that  it 
is  a  very  trifling  acquirement,  since  he  had 
observed  that  some  who  told  even  a  good 
story,  had  seldom  any  other  but  one,  or  per- 
haps only  one  way  of  telling  it ; — although  he 
had  also  met  with  others  who  had  a  peculiar 
knack  at  telling  stories,  which  however  were 
always  the  same,  and  only  appeared  strange 
at  the  jirst  recital.  He  had  likewise  been  in 
company  with  some  persons,  at  whose  stories 
it  was  impossible  to  laugh,  as  they  laughed 
incessantly  themselves; — while  he  had  met 
with   others  who    told    the   most   humorous 
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stories  even  without  a  smile,  while  the  whole 
company  were  like  to  split  their  sides  with 
laughing.  This  he  considered  as  the  acme  of 
perfection  in  the  art  of  story-telling,  as  it  in- 
variably excited  the  merriment  of  the  hearers ; 
and  therefore  he  concluded  that,  in  order  to 
excel  in  relating  anecdotes  and  stories,  it  was 
necessary  that  the  matter  should  be  good,  and 
the  manner  suitable  to  produce  an  effect.  By 
applying  these  rules  in  forming  his  opinion  of 
the  company  at  the  inn,  he  found  that  they 
were  all  deficient  in  the  art  of  conversation ;  as 
neither  the  matter  nor  the  manner  of  it  was  at 
all  calculated  to  produce  either  amusement  or 
impression. 

There  was  nothing,  therefore,  in  these  men's 
discourse  worthy  of  our  traveller's  attention, 
except  a  long  animated  dispute  into  which  the 
officers  had  entered  about  the  safest  place  in  a 
field  of  battle.  The  captain  insisted  that,  in 
battle,  the  rear-rank  was  the  safest  place. — 
"  By  no  means^''  said  the  colonel,  "  it  is  not  so 

K  2 
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safe^  Jbr^  the  moment  that  a   front  man  is 
shot  J  the  rear-ratik  man  takes  his  place  r 

This  declaration  created  such  a  general 
laugh  against  the  colonel  that,  in  a  rage,  he 
overturned  his  tumbler,  and  broke  the  cap- 
tain's pipe : — but,  instead  of  leaving  the  com- 
pany, (which  he  ought  to  have  done)  he  sat 
down  as  composed  as  if  nothing  had  happen- 
ed, and  endeavoured  to  convince  his  comrades 
that  the  second  rank  and  the  rear  rank  were 
the  same  thing ! 

By  this  time  James  had  received  an  addi- 
tional proof,  that  the  more  he  saw  of  mwi  and 
manners,  the  more  he  would  meet  with  the 
most  ridiculous  characters  ;  and,  not  being  in- 
clined to  hear  more  of  the  nonsense  babbled 
by  the  company,  he  took  a  candle  from  the 
sideboard,  with  which  he  proceeded  up  stairs 
to  his  bed- room.  He  did  not  even  wish  Don 
Talbert  good  night,  considering  it  quite  su- 
perfluous, and  that  it  would  raise  every  one 
of  the  company  from  his  chair  ;  neither  did 
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he  shake  hands  with  him  before  leaving  the 
room,  regarding  this  habit  as  a  mere  cere- 
mony, which  is  used  for  a  substitute  of  true 
friendship,  that  needs  not  any  artificial  mode 
of  behaviour  to  support  it. 

He  was  well  aware,  indeed,  that  po- 
liteness and  good  breeding  were  absolute- 
ly necessary  to  carry  on  our  mutual  in- 
tercourse in  society  ;  but  then  he  found 
such  diversity  in  the  manner  of  display- 
ing them,  that  he  was  uncertain  by  what 
test  he  should  judge  of  their  reality.  For,  he 
observed  some  persons  who  shook  hands  with 
every  one,  so  that  they  were  ever  ready  to 
thrust  them  out  on  all  occasions,  and  others 
who  kept  their  hands  as  reserved  as  if  they  were 
relics,  or  as  if  they  feared  infection  from  those 
that  touched  them.  He  had  also  seen  not  a 
few  who,  on  meeting  or  parting  with  a  friend, 
instantly  assumed  a  consequential  air,  and,  in- 
stead of  shaking  hands  with  him,  presented 
only  a  certain  number  of  fingers,  according  to 
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their  own  supposed  importance,  and  the  great- 
er or  less  degree  of  supposed  respectability  in 
the  person  addressed.  Nay,  James  had  even 
met  with  individuals  who,  on  accosting  him, 
would  have  held  out  only  one  finger,  which  he 
considered  rather  as  a  downright  insult,  than 
a  mark  of  politeness  ; — so  that,  from  all  these 
circumstances,  he  did  not  approve  of  shaking 
hands  at  all. 

The  most  unaccountable  thing  that  James 
experienced  in  the  course  of  his  travels  was, 
the  difference  he  observed  betwixt  others  and 
himself  in  point  of  behaviour ;  and,  as  he  had 
set  up  his  own  opinions  as  a  better  standard 
of  propriety  than  those  of  the  generality,  he 
could  not  be  reconciled  to  their  habits  of 
thinking  and  acting.  But  still  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  know  whether  he  or  they  were  in  the 
right ;  for,  on  alleging  that  he  acted  according 
to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  others  alleged 
that  they  also  acted  according  to  the  best  of 
theirs;  and  therefore  the  question  was,  whe- 
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ther  he  or  the  rest  of  mankind  possessed  the 
greatest  share  of  sense  and  wisdom? 

As  James  could  not  settle  this  important 
question  at  the  present,  he  went  to  bed  ;  and, 
after  cogitating  deeply  on  what  he  had  that 
day  seen,  and  heard,  and  thought  of,  he  at 
length  fell  fast  asleep.  But  he  was  soon 
awaked  by  some  tremendous  blows  on  his  face 
and  sides ;  and  starting  up,  found  that  they 
proceeded  from  the  maid-servant  who,  not 
knowing  that  any  one  was  in  bed,  was  tossing 
the  clothes  to  and  fro  in  making  it  up,  and 
pouncing  James  with  her  knuckles  at  such  a 
rate,  that  he  roared  out  '^  Murder  T  and  thus 
alarmed  the  whole  house. 

When  James  had  recovered  from  the  effects 
of  the  blows,  so  accidentally  bestowed  by  the 
chambermaid,  he  again  fell  asleep ;  but  was 
once  more  awaked  by  a  loud  voice,  which  pro- 
ceeded from  the  company  whom  he  had  left ; 
and,  dreading  lest  some  mischief  might  hap- 
pen, he  arose,  dressed  himself,  and  went  down 
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stairs  to  the  room,  where  he  found  the  two 
officers  still  discussing  the  subject  of  the  rear 
rank.  On  James^  entry,  the  colonel  illus- 
trated his  argument  by  placing  our  traveller 
in  a  chair  before  himself,  and  then  saying, — 
''  I'm  by  no  means  safe  here ;  for  the  moment 
that  you  are  shot,  I  must  then  take  your 
place." 

"  God  forbid,"  answered  James,  "  that  it 
should  be  under  your  generalship,  unless  in 
the  exercise  of  the  hoitle^  at  which,  I  have  no 
doubt,  you  would  carry  the  day  either  in  the 
front  rank  or  in  the  rear." 

Several  times  did  James  try  to  introduce  a 
different  subject;  but  every  one  he  started 
was  instantly  abandoned  for  that  of  the  safest 
station  for  a  soldier  on  the  field  of  battle ;  and 
he  found  it  as  difficult  to  make  them  change 
their  topic  of  discourse,  as  it  would  have  been 
to  alter  the  course  of  a  river.  At  last,  day- 
light made  its  appearance,  and  put  an  end  to 
this  controversy;    each  disputant,  as  usual, 
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firmly  adhering  to  his  own  opinions.  On  leav- 
ing the  room,  the  captain  offered  James  his 
little  finger ;  while  he  intended  to  have  shaken 
hands  with  the  colonel,  but  found  his  fingers 
as  straight  and  square  as  a  clackenboard.  He 
did  not,  however,  keep  them  in  this  rigid  state 
from  that  ostentatious  pride  which  some  men 
exhibit  by  holding  their  fingers  straight  for- 
ward ;  but  the  power  of  custom  had  contract- 
ed them  into  this  singular  form,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  them  in  constant  exercise,  and 
of  preventing  them,  as  he  alleged,  from  get- 
ting rusty. 

In  a  short  time,  breakfast  was  presented  to 
the  whole  company  ;  for  which,  however,  they 
had  little  or  no  appetite,  after  having  caroused 
over  the  bottle  all  the  preceding  night  and 
morning.  From  their  inability  to  partake  of 
the  tea,  coffee,  buttered  toast,  and  other  luxu- 
ries which  crowned  the  board,  James  was  led 
to  consider  that  breakfast  was  a  superfluous 
meal  to  those  who  sit  up  all  night  and  sur- 
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feit  themselves  with  eating  and  drinking ;  es- 
pecially when  it  consisted  of  such  a  number 
of  delicacies,  the  sight  of  which  was  sufficient 
to  turn  a  pampered  stomach. 

In  some  places,  our  traveller  had  been  invit- 
ed to  breakfasts  which  might  have  served  for  a 
good  dinner  ;  as  there  were  eggs,  ham,  tongue, 
herrings,  and  haddocks, — besides  tea,  coffee, 
and  chocolate ;  of  most  of  which  articles  he 
could  partake  heartily,  as  his  appetite  was  al- 
ways whetted  by  hunger  and  exercise  ; — but 
these  dishes  would  be  quite  thrown  away  upon 
lazy  luxurious  citizens,  who  generally  prefer- 
red drinking  "  here's  t''ye'"  before  the  best 
dish  of  tea  that  could  be  presented.  In  coffee- 
houses and  inns,  however,  he  had  seldom 
found  a  breakfast  worth  sitting  down  to ;  al- 
though the  landlord  charged  as  much  for  it  as 
might  have  purchased  a  good  dinner ;  while 
he  had  to  give  as  much  to  the  waiter  as  would 
have  paid  for  the  double  of  what  had  been 
produced. 
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James  and  Don  Talbert  having  settled  with 
the  innkeeper  for  their  entertainment,  again 
mounted  their  horses,  and  set  off  on  their 
journey  towards  Consuerg^,  the  next  town  on 
the  road,  which  they  reached  the  following 
day,  without  having  met  with  any  thing  re- 
markable. 

As  our  travellers  pursued  their  journey, 
Don  Talbert  employed  every  method  to  learn 
James'  history  ;  but  he  found  it  impossible,  as 
the  latter  invariably  concealed  his  own  circum- 
stances, while  he  lost  no  opportunity  of  be- 
coming acquainted  with  those  of  others. 

This  trait  in  our  hero's  conduct  may  per- 
haps be  thought  dishonourable  to  liis  charac- 
ter ;  but  it  was  an  expedient  which  he  found 
necessary  to  accomplish  his  purpose  ; — for, 
unless  he  had  thus  proceeded  from  place  to 
place  incog:,  he  would  never  have  been  able 
to  develop  the  characters  of  others,  and  ac- 
quire that  complete  knowledge  of  the  world 
which  was  the  great  object  of  all  his  travels. 
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Such  was  the  enthusiasm  of  James  for  tra- 
velhng,  that,  in  his  haste  to  leave  Calatrava, 
he  had  forgotten  his  purse  ;  so  that,  on  arriv- 
ing at  Ocano,  he  had  not  a  ducat 

On  reaching  this  place,  where  Don  Talbert 
resided,  James  was  invited  by  him  to  stay  all 
night  in  his  house;  and  the  latter  having 
agreed  to  do  so,  especially  as  he  had  no  mo- 
ney to  pay  for  lodging  at  an  inn,  gave  his 
horse  in  charge  to  a  servant,  and  entered 
the  elegant  house  of  this  wealthy  merchant, 
whose  history  has  been  already  recited.  .  A 
costly  supper  awaited  their  arrival ;  and  Don 
Talbert  presenting  James  to  a  numerous  as- 
semblage of  his  family  and  friends,  thus  ad- 
dressed them  : — "  This  stranger,  who  has 
this  night  honoured  our  mansion,  is  a  gentle- 
man who  inherits  a  considerable  fortune,  and 
who  has  set  out  from  the  castle  of  Carvanty, 
in  the  kingdom  of  Portugal,  to  see  and  know 
the  world  ;^he  is  a  particular  friend  of  Don 
Magi,  and,  on  that  account,  worthy  of  the 
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highest  respect  which  you  or   I  are  able  to 
bestow."" 

This  introduction  was  followed  by  Don 
Talbert's  son-in-law  shaking  James  by  the 
hand; — while  the  whole  company  stood  in 
amazement  at  his  tall  singular  appearance,  in 
an  old-fashioned  antiquated  dress,  that  was 
not  the  better  for  the  wear.  Indeed,  it  was 
with  difficulty  that  they  could  restrain  them- 
selves from  laughing  outright ;  and  the  most 
of  them,  for  fear  of  this,  immediately  with- 
drew, and  returned  to  the  room,  when  the  ar- 
ticles prepared  for  supper  enabled  them  to 
throw  out  their  merriment  on  a  different  sub- 
ject than  the  real  one  which  afforded  them  di- 
version. They  continued  to  make  every  dish 
at  table  a  source  of  observation,  and  found 
several  curious  properties  in  each,  which 
James  did  not  perceive  ;  although  he  soon 
saw  that  his  dress  and  singular  appearance 
were  the  cause ; — but  the  joke  was  carried  too 
far,  when  one  of  them  observed  that  James 
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put  him  in  mind  of  Don  Quixote  in  the  zenith 
of  his  glory. 

Our  hero  could  not  well  resent  this  affront ; 
but  Don  Talbert,  who  knew  James  to  be  a 
good  man,  however  eccentric,  raising  himself 
from  his  chair,  and  extending  his  arm  in  the 
horizontal  posture  of  an  orator,  thus  address- 
ed the  company : — 

'*  However  singular  this  gentleman'^s  ap- 
pearance may  be,  your  observations  are 
only  a  proof  of  your  ignorance  of  the  world  ; 
— for,  in  this  person  are  combined  all  the 
qualities  that  can  make  a  man  respectable  ;— 
since  he  disdains  to  follow  the  prevaiHng 
fashions  of  every  place  he  visits,  and  adopts  a 
fashion  suitable  to  himself, — which  is  a  proof 
of  the  excellence  of  his  understanding." 

James  could  not  but  applaud  this  speech  of 
Don  Talbert's ; — ^but  he  requested  that  no  far- 
ther observations  regarding  himself  should 
disturb  the  peace  of  the  company  ;  and  con- 
cluded by  retorting,  that  *'  no  persons  suffer  in- 
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juries  more  impatiently  than  those  who  are 
most  forward  in  committing  them." 

This  remark  had  an  immediate  effect  on  the 
risibility  of  the  party,  who  now  retracted  all 
their  former  observations ;  although  they  ren- 
dered  themselves  ridiculous  by  substituting 
others  still  more  absui'd.     From  this  circum- 
stance,   James   learned    two  very  useful  les- 
sons,— that  persons  who  attempt  to  vilify  un- 
justly the  character  of  another,  thereby  place 
themselves  entirely  at  his  mercy,  if  he  chooses 
to  retaliate ; — and  that  the  description  of  ano- 
ther's foibles,  by  the  malevolent  or  frivolous 
part  of  mankind,  is  in  general  so  very  much 
exaggerated  that,  when  the  truth  is  known, 
the  person  traduced  is  generally  found  to  have 
a  very  different  character  from  that  by  which 
he  has  been  represented. 

This  was  another  subject  for  the  specula- 
tion of  our  traveller,  who,  in  the  course  of  his 
peregrinations,   generally   found    that    those. 
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who,  by  their  partialities,  were  led  to  express 
the  most  enthusiastic  praises  of  some,  were 
also,  by  their  antipathies,  equally  disposed  to 
vent  the  most  abusive  censures  against  others. 
James  had  also  met  with  those  who  traduced 
the  reputation  of  a  person  whom  every  one 
praised  but  themselves ;  and,  being  persuaded 
that  their  censures  proceeded  from  malignant 
motives,  he  therefore  thought  that,  for  their 
own  credit,  they  should  content  them  selves  with 
thinking  ill  of  their  neighbours,  and  not  ven- 
ture to  speak  ill  of  them,  before  they  were  sure 
that  others  would  agree  with  their  opinions. 

He  perceived  still  another  ground  of  ca- 
lumny which,  though  very  extensive,  was 
verv  unfounded, — that  persons,  who,  by  their 
talents  and  steadiness,  had  raised  themselves 
from  the  lower  to  the  higher  ranks  of  life,  and 
who  now  assumed  greater  dignity  than  for- 
merly, became  on  that  account  merely  the 
objects  of  censure  to  a  whole  neighbourhood  ; 
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— whereas,  in  truth,  they  deserved  the  greatest 
praise  for  their  meritorious  conduct. 

Such  were  the  remarks  that  James  made 
on  this  occasion,  which  had  the  effect  of  turn- 
ing every  one  in  his  favour  ;  so  that,  ere  the 
supper  was  ended,  he  stood  high  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  whole  company,  who,  on  his  first 
appearance,  had  made,  or  at  least  attempted 
to  make,  him  an  object  of  ridicule.  So  great, 
indeed,  was  the  change  in  their  sentiments, 
that  every  one  was  more  anxious  than  another 
in  trying  to  ingratiate  themselves  into  his  fa- 
vour ; — satisfied  that  the  town  of  Ocano 
and  its  inhabitants  only  wanted  such  a  man 
for  producing  a  general  reformation  among 
them. 

Don  Talbert's  attention  to  James  suffi- 
ciently proved,  that  he  was  not  only  a  wel- 
come guest,  but  also  that  he  anticipated  much 
happiness  from  his  company  and  conversa- 
tion ; — although  his  views  in  this  respect  were 
not  realized. 


240   THE  ECCENTRIC  TRAVELLER. 

James  knew  that  he  could  not  gain  such  in- 
formation of  the  world  as  would  be  useful  to 
others  by  remaining  long  in  one  place ;  neither 
would  all  Don  Talbcrt's  wealth  have  engaged 
him  to  stay  any  time  beyond  what  he  consi- 
dered as  agreeable  to  himself,  and  consistent 
with  his  plan  of  travelling ; — and  therefore, 
having  assured  his  host  of  the  high  sense  he 
entertained  of  the  attention  paid  to  him,  he 
took  his  departure  next  day  after  breakfast. 

Our  traveller  determined  to  proceed  next 
to  Toledo  ;  and,  after  riding  several  hours 
alone,  he  arrived  at  the  town  of  Aranjuez, 
where  there  is  a  handsome  bridge  over  the 
Tagus.  After  walking  up  and  down  every 
street  till  he  was  quite  fatigued,  he  entere<l 
an  inn,  and  requested  the  use  of  a  room,  with- 
out asking,  however,  upon  what  terms  he 
tould  be  accommodated  with  what  he  wanted. 
Being  in  a  strange  antiquated  dress,  he  could 
not  expect  to  have  the  best  room  in  the 
house,  and  was  conducted  by  the  waiter,  a 
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iivil  sort  of  man,  to  an  apartment  six  stories 
[ligh,  without  any  inquiry  being  made  about 
his  luggage,  which  is  generally  considered  as 
a  guarantee  for  the  payment  of  traveller's 
bills. 

Being  completely  tired  with  walking  about 
the  streets,  he  threw  himself  into  bed,  and 
fell  fast  asleep  ;    nor  did  he  awake  till  twelve 
o'clock  at  night.     By  this  time  the  doors  were 
shut,  and  all  the  domestics  were  gone  to  bed  ; 
but,  not  knowing  that  it  was  so  late,  he  rang 
the  bell  several  times,  although  no  person  an- 
swered it.     He  had  slept  so  sound,  that  he 
was  completely  refreshed,  and  had  no  inclina- 
tion to  return  to  bed  ; — but  he  was  seized 
with  an  uncommon  thirst,  which  became  al- 
most insupportable,  although  there  was  nei- 
ther water  nor  any  other  liquid  in  the  room 
to  allay  it.     In  this  situation  he  remained  for 
nearly  an  hour,  groping  about  the  room  in 
the  dark,  to  feel  if  there  was  any  jug,  glass, 
or  tumbler,  which  he  might  carry  down  to  the 
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kitchen,  where  he  might  perhaps  find  a  little 
water  to  quench  his  thirst. 

But,  as  he  could  meet  with  nothing  to 
stMve  his  purpose,  he  determined  to  de- 
scend to  the  kitchen,  and,  opening  the  room- 
door,  proceeded  to  the  top  of  the  stair- 
case, where,  however,  he  heard  nothing  but 
the  ticking  of  a  time-piece,  by  which  he  regu- 
lated the  motion  of  his  feet  down  the  stair. 
Wlien  he  had  descended  three  stories,  and 
had  come  to  the  lower  flat  of  the  house,  he 
unluckily  set  his  foot  upon  the  edge  of  a  trunk 
close  to  the  railing,  which  instantly  upset,  and 
overturned  our  traveller  who,  to  avoid  falling- 
headlong  down  the  stair,  caught  hold  of  the 
ropes  of  the  time-piece,  which  was  pulled  over 
with  a  dreadful  crash, — and,  tumbling  down, 
carried  James  along  with  it  to  the  bottom. 

This  was  the  most  lamentable  accident 
that  James  had  met  with  in  the  course  of 
his  travels ; — ^for  his  shoulder  was  dislocated, 
his  leg  broken,  and  his  neck  was  nearly  off 
joint; — so  that  he  was  truly  an  object  of  com- 
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passion  to  the  people  of  the  house  who,  from 
the  tremendous  noise  occasioned  by  the  falhng 
of  the  time-piece,  immediately  sallied  out  of 
their  rooms  half-dressed,  armed  with  guns  and 
sticks,— and  were  as  cautious  in  their  move- 
ments as  if  they  were  afraid  of  being  shot  at ; 
for  they  had  no  doubt  that  the  house  was 
broken  into  by  a  band  of  thieves. 

James,  in  the  meantime,  lay  quite  motion- 
less, surrounded  by  all  the  persons  in  the 
house,  none  of  whom  knew  any  thing  about 
him  ;  and  therefore  they  determined  to  secure 
him  with  ropes,  and  haul  him  off  to  the  po- 
lice-office. But,  finding  that  he  had  been 
nearly  killed  (as  he  himself  alleged)  by  the 
failing  of  the  time-piece,  the  fragments  of 
which  lay  scattered  about,  and  that  the  doors 
and  windows  were  all  secure, — they  no  longer 
doubted  that  he  had  really  met  with  an  un- 
fortunate accident,  for  which  he  deserved 
their  compassion  and  sympathy  ; — although 
they  could  not  conjecture  or  understand  how 
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he  had  got  into  the  house.  In  the  meantime 
they  sent  for  a  surgeon,  a  Doctor  Fiscari, 
who,  by  his  skill  and  treatment,  soon  healed 
his  patient ;  and,  by  daily  intercourse,  soon 
formed  so  high  an  opinion  of  our  traveller, 
that  he  pressed  him  to  stay  in  his  house  till 
he  should  be  completely  recovered. 

Although  James  suffered  considerable  pain 
for  a  while,  yet  he  did  not  regret  having  met 
with  this  accident ;  for  he  thought  that,  if 
fate  had  decreed  that  he  should  sustain  bodily 
harm  in  his  shoulder,  neck,  and  leg,  it  was 
rather  fortunate  to  have  all  the  three  dislocat- 
ed or  broken  at  once,  than  one  after  another  at 
different  times  ; — and,  as  it  was  also  one  of  his 
doctrines  that  pain  could  not  be  increased,  by 
two  or  three  fractiu'es,  to  a  greater  degree  thai 
what  was  felt  from  one  ;  hence  he  considered 
that,  as  he  had  now  experienced  it  to  the  full, 
he  would  probably  be  free  from  it  for  ever 
afterwards. 

Such  were  the  opinions  and  reasonings  that 
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James  entertained  on  this  occasion,  which, 
however  whimsical  they  may  appear,  tended 
greatly  to  alleviate  his  sufferings  and  promote 
his  recovery.  Indeed,  our  traveller  had  al- 
ways despised  pain,  distress,  and  all  the  phy- 
sical evils  which  afflict  human  beings  ; — and 
hence  he  preserved  that  equanimity  of  temper 
for  which  he  was  remarkable  during  the  whole 
course  of  his  peregrinations.  Had  he  fretted 
and  tormented  himself  with  the  ills  that  con- 
tinually beset  him,  he  must  have  been  for  ever 
oppressed  by  dejection  and  sorrow ;  but  he 
learned  to  bear  with  patience  and  resignation 
the  troubles  of  life,  as  necessary  incidents  for 
giving  a  relish  to  our  existence  ; — and  he  con- 
sidered pain  and  pleasure  as  counterparts  to 
each  other  in  forming  the  mind  to  virtue  and 
to  happiness. 

The  doctor  found  James  one  day  moraliz- 
ing in  this  manner,  while  he  was  suffering  the 
severest  torture  ;  and  was  the  more  astonish- 
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ed  at  the  circumstance,  as  he  had  observed 
tliat  excessive  pain  often  deprived  many  of  his 
patients  of  their  senses,  and  rendered  even  the 
wisest  of  them  incapable  either  of  thinking  or 
conversing  on  any  subject  whatever.  He  was 
therefore  not  a  little  amazed,  that  James  was 
the  only  instance  to  the  contrary  that  he  had 
ever  met  with ;  and  said  that,  if  he  had  not 
seen  it  exemplified,  he  would  not  have  believ- 
ed that  any  man  could  have  borne  such  pain 
as  James  did,  without  expressing  his  feeling 
of  it  in  one  way  or  another. 

Doctor  Fiscari  was  so  much  delighted  with 
his  patient,  that  he  not  only  paid  for  the  time- 
piece which  he  had  broken  at  the  inn,  and  the 
charge  which  the  landlord  made  for  entertain- 
ing him  two  or  three  days  at  his  house, — but 
also  continued  to  show  him  the  utmost  degree  of 
kindness  and  attention  in  his  own.  The  gra- 
titude of  our  traveller  for  these  important  ser- 
vices  may  be  more  easily  conceived  than  ex- 
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pressed ; — and  he  resolved  to  make  the  best 
return  in  his  power  to  so  generous  a  friend 
and  so  kind  a  benefactor  :  , 

Thus  through  the  world,  alone  he  chose  to  roam 
In  foreign  climes ;  and  now,  far,  far  from  home. 
Care,  toil,  and  trouble,  all  his  labours  crown'd  ; 
A  friend  at  length  he  in  this  Doctor  found. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

James  found  in  the  house  of  Doctor  Fiscari 
every  thing  he  could  wish  for  to  promote  his 
comfort,  besides  the  utmost  degree  of  atten- 
tion and  respect.  This  being  the  case,  he  be- 
gan to  consider  whether  these  tokens  of  friend- 
ship were  really  sincere,  and  whether  they 
were  likely  to  continue ; — as  he  had  often 
found  that  those  who  made  the  greatest  pro- 
fessions of  esteem  for  him  were  less  to  be  de- 
pended on  than  those  who  made  none  at  all ; 
and  therefore  he  endeavoured  to  discover  the 
cause  of  his  favourable  reception,  in  order  to 
know  how  he  should  conduct  himself  in  Fis- 
cari''s  family. 

On  considering  the  matter,  he  found  that 
there  were  sometimes  peculiar  circumstances, 
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which  led  persons  to  shew  kindness,  who, 
he  thought,  would  not  have  done  it  on  or- 
dinary occasions.  The  first  of  these  was, 
that  persons  naturally  sour  and  morose  in 
their  temper,  when  induced  by  any  motive 
to  become  liberal  for  a  time,  generally  go  be- 
yond all  bounds  in  displaying  their  kindness, 
merely  from  the  first  excitement  produced  by 
some  occasion ; — but  woe  be  to  the  man, 
thought  he,  who  is  their  guest,  as  soon  as  their 
natural  temper  regains  the  ascendency  ! 

A  second  circumstance,  in  which  generosity 
was  exhibited  by  one  from  whom  it  could  not  be 
expected,  was,  when  a  man,  who  is  remarkably 
stingy  has  some  appeal  made  to  his  feelings 
either  of  shame  or  of  honour ;  for,  in  this 
case,  he  will  strive  to  outdo  all  others  in  acts 
of  beneficence,  to  shew  that  he  is  as  capable, 
if  he  chooses,  of  acting  the  gentleman,  as  the 
rest  of  mankind  ; — and,  accordingly,  no  pro- 
fusion is  equal  to  that  of  the  first  generous 
displays  of  a  miser,  although  it  is  soon  suc- 

l2 
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ceeded  by  an  additional  degree  of  niggardly 
parsimony  in  all  his  transactions. 

A  third  circumstance,  in  which  this  spirit  of 
unexpected  liberality  appears,  was,  when  one 
who  is  naturally  selfish,  is  persuaded  that  he 
will  gain  some  credit  by  shewing  kindness  to  an- 
other;— but,  although  he  may,  under  the  im- 
mediate influence  of  this  principle,  exhibit  the 
most  extraordinary  professions  of  regard,  yet, 
as  these  are  overdone,  and  cannot  long  con- 
tinue, they  are  generally  followed  by  the  ut- 
most aversion  to  the  person  who  excited  them. 
A  fourth  circumstance,  which  led  to  the  tem- 
porary exercise  of  kindness  in  those  who  are 
utterly  void  of  it  on  common  occasions,  was, 
when  such  persons  have  some  particular  object 
to  serve ;  and,  in  this  case,  the  selfish  prin- 
ciple manifests  itself  by  an  ostentatious  dis- 
play of  generosity,  that  it  may  be  repaid  with 
usury ; — although  it  soon  ceases  to  operate, 
when  no  equivalent  is  given  in  return. 

Whether   any  of  these   motives   actuated 
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Doctor  Fiscari  in  shewing  hospitality  to  his 
guest,  or  whether  he  did  it  from  a  sincere  de- 
sire to  befriend  a  worthy  man,  our  traveller 
could  not  at  first  determine ;  but,  as  he  expe- 
rienced the  utmost  kindness,  without  being 
able  at  this  time  to  requite  it,  he  had  reason  to 
think  that  it  was  entirely  disinterested  ; — as 
he  had  already  found  that  real  friendship  still 
existed  among  mankind. 

The  doctor  was  a  man  of  about  five  feet 
high,  of  a  dignified  and  consequential  appear- 
ance, and  had  a  great  deal  to  say  in  support 
of  his  sentiments  on  any  subject ; — although 
he  was  so  opinionative  and  violent,  that  no  one 
dared  to  contradict  his  assertions  without  in- 
curring his  displeasure.  But  he  was  no  less 
pleased  with  those  who  agreed  with  his  opi- 
nions ;  and  hence  as  James,  during  his  con- 
finement at  the  inn,  had  heard  the  doctor  ex- 
patiate upon  many  subjects  without  contra- 
dicting any  of  his  notions,  and  by  seeming  ra- 
ther to  admire  his  abilities,  he  soon  became  a 
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favourite  of  this  prosing  iEsculapius.  There 
was  perhaps  another  reason  why  the  doctor 
took  a  fancy  for  our  traveller,  viz  — that  he 
had  already  tired  out  all  his  acquaintances  by 
his  loquacity,  and  put  to  silence  his  wife  also, 
who  was  never  heard  to  utter  a  word  beyond 
a  monosyllable. 

The  doctor  had  three  daughters,  whom 
however  James  never  had  seen,  as  he  kept 
them  confined  in  an  upper  flat  of  the  house, 
under  rules  and  regulations  of  which,  for 
the  present,  James  was  ignorant,  and  about 
which  he  made  no  inquiry  ; — as  it  was  no 
concern  of  his  what  domestic  arrangements 
the  doctor  adopted,  so  long  as  he  him- 
self was  kindly  treated,  and  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  recovering  his  strength,  and  also  of 
learning  something  more  of  human  eccentrici- 
ties, as  these  appeared  in  the  person  of  his 
host.  The  only  thing  that  annoyed  him  was, 
the  volubility  of  the  doctor's  tongue,  which 
generally  went  like  the  clack  of  a  mill, — and 
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his  turn  for  censoriousness,  which  was  so  un- 
conscionable, that  he  had  a  thousand  faults  to 
find  with  every  one,  and  levelled  all  his  ac- 
quaintances to  the  same  rank  of  nothingness 
by  indiscriminate  abuse. 

As  James  was  desirous  to  know  the  estima- 
tion in  which  the  doctor  was  held,  he  asked 
him  one  day  the  extent  of  his  practice  as  a 
physician.  "  Practice  V  said  the  doctor ;  "  I 
have  more  practice  than  any  physician  in 
Aranjuez,  and,  were  it  not  for  me,  the  city 
would  be  perfectly  overrun." 

''  What  !""  cried  James,  "  do  you  cut  oft* 
people  by  the  run  ^" 

"  Not  quite  so  fast  neither,"  answered  the 
doctor;  "but  'tis  done  with  judgment  and 
caution,  secundum  artem,  you  know.  'Tis 
wonderful  what  execution  I  do  in  keeping  the 
population  within*  proper  bounds.  To-day, 
for  example,  I  have  despatched  four,  which, 
however,  is  only  one-half  of  the  usual  num- 
ber of  patients  whom  I  daily  send  to  the  other 
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world.  There  was  Don  St  Vega  de  Gaivra, 
an  old  antiquated  rich  bachelor,  who  did  no- 
thing but  loiter  through  the  streets  with  a 
spy-glass,  and  who,  though  he  had  three 
nephews  and  as  many  nieces,  never  gave  them 
a  single  ducat;  and  knowing  that  they  would  be 
blithe  to  see  his  head  under  the  turf,  I  have 
therefore  lopped  him  off  as  a  withered  trunk, 
— a  cumberer  of  the  ground.  There,  again, 
was  Don  Pylo  Camby  de  Verez,  who  had 
outlived  all  his  faculties : — I  ought  to  have 
despatched  him  a  year  ago.  Then  there  was 
an  old  fellow  of  a  miser,  who  had  lived  in  a 
garret  these  fifty  years  without  fire  or  candle ; 
— he  never  paid  a  tax,  and  was  useless  to  the 
state,  and  therefore  I  think  he's  well  out  of 
the  way.  The  fourth  was  a  young  woman, 
long  a  patient  of  mine,  who  had  nothing  to 
recommend  her  but  her  money,  and  who 
could  not  have  lived  above  a  month,  at  the 
end  of  which  all  her  wealth  would  have  gone 
to  a  fellow  who  married  her  for  it ;  but  who 
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is  now  very  justly  deprived  of  what  he  did  not 
deserve.  In  short,  you  see  that  my  practice 
gives  everyone  their  own  when  it  becomes  due/'' 
When  the  doctor  had  finished  this  rhodo- 
raontade,  he  did. not  allow  James  sufficient 
time  to  make  any  remarks,  but  immediately 
asked, — "  Pray,  have  you  been  long  in  this 

city  r 

"  Not  long,"  replied  James. 

"  Then,  sir,  take  a  walk  through  the  ex- 
tended boundaries  of  these  populous  streets ; 
you'll  not  see  an  aged,  infirm,  decrepid,  or 
useless  object; — I  have  cut  off*  every  worn- 
out  old  dotard  ;  so  that  there  are  none 
but  healthy  and  vigorous  young  fellows  to 
be  found  in  the  city.  This,  sir,  is  the 
true  doctrine  of  reformation,  by  which  cities 
are  made  to  flourish  and  empires  to  increase. 
Half  the  world  would  soon  go  to  decay  and 
waste,  were  it  not  for  these  salutary  and  ne- 
cessary purifications;  while  idleness  and  in- 
dolence, if  not  thus  corrected,  would  soon  fill 
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every  town  with  beggars,  after  half  of  the 
buildings  had  been  turned  into  poor's-houses." 
*'  Mercy  on  us !"  cried  James ;  "  do  the 
magistrates  and  police  of  Aranjuez  keep  a 
man  to  poison  people  because  they  are  poor?" 
— "  Not  quite  so  fast  neither,"  replied  the 
doctor  ;  "  I  poison  nobody ; — but,  on  being 
sent  for, — suppose  to  a  person  in  a  fit,  or  who 
has  fallen  into  a  trance, — I  inquire  into  cir- 
cumstances, and,  if  I  find  that  his  life  has  nei- 
ther been  comfortable  to  himself,  nor  useful  to 
others,  I  then  think  what  good  can  result 
from  bringing  such  a  person  to  life  again? 
— Then  there's  a  set  of  idlers  and  loiterers, 
many  of  them  men  of  talents,  who  will  do  no- 
thing, though  all  of  them  may  do  something  ; 
but  then  they  all  say  that  they  can  get  nothing 
to  do,  merely  because  they  wish  to  be  idle;  and 
hence  we  suifer  for  their  idleness  in  the  un- 
usual dearth  of  matches  for  lighting  our  fires, 
and  of  several  other  things  which  they  might 
supply ;  for  many  of  these  fellows,  who  are 
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unfit  for  any  thing  else,  might  be  well  em- 
ployed in  cutting  down  wood  for  spunks^ 
while  others  of  them  might  be  engaged  in 
making  them  ; — and  thus  they  might  earn  a 
handsome  livelihood  in  the  reputable  calhng 
of  ivood-mer chants. 

"  But  such  is  the  contemptible  pride  which 
we  have  in  these  Spanish  provinces,  that  we 
hear  of  nothing  but  pedigree ;  so  that  a  fel- 
low without  a  coat  expects  his  dinner,  be- 
cause, forsooth,  his  grandfather  was  third  or 
fourth  cousin  to  a  grandee's  lackey  ; — but  I 
soon  settle  all  such  pretenders  with  the  cor- 
rosive sublimate." 

While  the  doctor  was  going  on  at  this  rate, 
(for^e  would  have  spoken  three  hours  on  the 
same  subject),  a  knock  was  heard  at  the  door ; 
on  opening  which  a  person  announced  that  a 
patient  requested  the  advice  of  Doctor  Fis- 
cari,  which  James  considered  as  a  doom  to 
instant  destruction.  The  doctor  retired  to 
the  consulting-room  adjoining,  where  he  con- 
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tinued  a  very  long  time,  till  at  last,  from  the 
high  tone  of  the  doctor's  voice,  James  con- 
cluded that  a  whole  street  would  be  swept  off, 
or  half  the  town  be  put  into  mourning. 

James  being  now  out  of  all  patience  for 
Fiscari's  return,  ventured  to  open  the  door  of 
the  room,  in  which  he  saw  a  respectable-look- 
ing man,  who,  in  a  positive  insinuating  ad- 
dress, was  insisting  on  something  which  he 
did  not  hear  so  as  to  understand  ; — when  the 
doctor  sprang  across  the  room,  and  exclaimed, 
— "  I  have  been  dead  these  two  years." — On 
hearing  this,  James  closed  the  door  in  terror,  as 
he  was  now  satisfied  that  the  doctor  was  mad, 
and  that  the  only  thing  he  could  do,  was  to 
think  how  he  might  make  his  escape  in  safety. 
Having  nothing  to  carry  away,  his  resolution 
was  the  sooner  formed,  and  therefore  he 
opened  the  window,  and  sprang  out  into  the 
area  before  the  house ;  whence  however  he 
had  no  way  of  making  his  retreat,  as  it  was 
enclosed  with  a  high  wall. 
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While  James  was  in  this  situation,  the  doc- 
tor entered  the  room,  and  missed  him ;  on 
which  he  rang  the  bell,  roared,  and  danced 
about,  and  thus  brought  the  whole  of  his  fa- 
mily down  stairs  to  see  what  was  the  matter. 
On  asking  if  they  knew  whither  James  was 
gone  ?  the  daughters,  who  had  spied  his  mo- 
tions through  the  window,  pointed  to  the  area 
where  he  was  seen  endeavouring  to  climb  over 
the  wall,  but  being  unable  to  do  so,  he  was 
instantly  secured,  and,  on  being  brought  back, 
was  strictly  interrogated  by  the  doctor,  why 
he  had  thus  attempted  to  run  away. 

James  made  the  best  apology  he  could,  al- 
though it  was  not  altogether  satisfactory  to 
the 'doctor,  who  said,  that  he  did  not  under- 
stand why  persons  should  come  to  his  house, 
where  they  got  plenty  both  to  eat  and  drink, 
and  then  sneak  off  as  if  they  had  been  starved. 
He  said,  moreover,  that  although  he  had  takea 
a  liking  to  James,  he  never  wished  to  see  any 
body  but  those  who  brought  him  practice,  re- 
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commended  a  patient,  or  gave  him  a  good  re- 
taining fee ;  neither  did  he  like  those  who 
were  continually  sending  for  him  when  little 
was  the  matter,  as  he  found  they  were  always 
the  worst  payers ;  and  therefore  he  had  no 
other  way  of  getting  clear  of  them,  than  by 
administering  a  strong  dose,  which  soon  de- 
spatched them  at  once  and  for  ever. 

The  doctor  having  finished  his  observa- 
tions, James  replied  to  those  respecting  him- 
self by  saying,  he  was  sorry  for  having  been 
the  occasion  of  annoyance  by  his  company, 
and  that  he  would  willingly  depart  imme- 
diately, rather  than  disturb  him  and  his  fa- 
mily. Upon  this  the  doctor  started  up, 
and,  taking  James  by  the  hand,  begged  that 
he  would  not  be  offended  at  any  thing  he 
himself  had  said  in  the  heat  of  irritation  ; — 
and  then  resumed  his  discourse  about  the 
treatment  of  his  patients,  for  which  he  gave, 
as  he  thought,  very  satisfactory  reasons.  He 
endeavoured  to  prove,  by  a  long  chain  of  phi- 
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losophical  and  metaphysical  arguments,  that 
those  people  only  deserved  to  live  who  were 
useful  to  others,  and  therefore,  if  any  of  his 
patients  were  found  to  be  useless  members  of 
society,  he  thought  it  was  doing  a  service  to 
the  State  to  despatch  them ;  for,  although 
they  were  good  for  nothing  in  this  world,  per- 
haps they  might  be  turned  to  some  account 
in  the  next.  James  did  not  attempt  to  dis- 
pute the  validity  of  these  reasons ;  and,  find- 
ing the  doctor  in  such  good  humour,  asked 
him  what  he  meant  by  saying  that  "  he  had 
been  dead  these  two  years  ?'"* 

The  doctor,  however,  would  give  no  ex- 
planation on  that  subject, — unless  James 
would  explain  why  he  jumped  over  the  win- 
dow.— "  Why,''''  cried  the  doctor,  "  did  you 
jump  over  the  window,  sir  ?" 

"  Because,  sir,''''  replied  James,  "  I  thought 
you  were  mad.'''* 

*'  What!  Doctor  Fiscari, — the  philosopher, 
physician  extraordinary  to  the  nobility,  sur- 
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geon-dentist,  and  man-midwife, — mad  !  Such 
a  supposition  is  a  proof  that  you  are  not  very 
sane." 

"  I  don''t  know,'"'  answered  James;  "  but 
I  surely  could  not  think  you  in  your  senses, 
when  you  said  that  you  had  been  dead  for 
two  years.'' 

"  That  may  be,''  replied  the  doctor  ;  "  but 
every  thing  that  is  not  understood  requires  an 
explanation.  As  to  my  doctrines,  they  are 
plain  and  salutary ;  founded  on  the  principles 
and  opinions  of  Celsus  and  other  learned  phy- 
sicians;— ^besides,  what  harm  is  there  in  de- 
stroying any  thing  that's  past  mending  ? — 
With  regard  to  my  helping  a  man  to  the  end 
of  a  journey  that  he  is  wearied  of, — what's 
the  harm  of  that  ? — and  with  respect  to  my 
being  dead, — that's  as  true  as  you  are  alive." 

''  Mercy  on  us  !"  cried  James  ; — "  I  never 
heard  a  dead  man  speak  before  ;  but  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  you  must  be  raving,  or 
that  I  am  enchanted." 
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<*  That  may  be,"  said  the  doctor ;  "  but  if 
you  had  as  good  a  reason  for  dying  as  I 
have  had,  you  would  have  been  dead  long 
ago." 

"  What  does  all  this  mean  ?"*'  thought 
James,  who  began  to  consider  the  case  in 
every  possible  light,  without  being  the  wiser, 
and  at  last  requested  the  doctor  to  explain  the 
ambiguity. 

"  Well,"" — said  the  doctor,  "  you  must 
know  that  the  profession  which  I  follow  sel- 
dom fails  to  engender  a  feeling  for  the  suffer- 
ings of  others  ;  and  we  consider  it  our  great- 
est happiness  when  we  can  ameliorate  their 
condition."" 

"  Excellent  r  cried  James  ; — "  no  physi- 
cian can  act  upon  better  principles  in  his  me- 
dical practice.'" 

"  Very  good  practice,''  replied  the  doctor  ; 
— but  IVe  practised  ten  times  more  to  the 
purpose  since  I  was  dead;  and  had  I  only 
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died  soon  enough,  it  would  have  been  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  my  family  !'" 

"  Indeed,"  said  James,  "  many  families 
would  be  the  better,  if  some  of  their  relations 
were  dead ;  but  I  cannot  judge  how  yours 
may  stand  in  that  respect ;  although,  from 
what  I  have  seen  of  them,  I  should  imagine 
that  no  family  would  more  regret  the  death  of 
a  friend,  than  yours  would  that  of  your  own."" 

"  You  know  nothing  about  it,"  interrupted 
the  doctor ; — "  you  have  all  along  appeared 
to  me  to  be  a  man  who  had  seen  a  good  deal 
of  life,  and  who  was  rather  better  informed 
than  the  generality ;  but  one  would  now  sup- 
pose that  you  had  seen  nothing,  and  conclude 
that  you  are  a  mere  novice,  who  have  borrow- 
ed all  your  knowledge  from  books,  without 
having  looked  abroad  into  the  world,  or  made 
the  least  observations  on  mankind.  But,  hark 
ye ! — I  have  a  plan  in  my  head  which  will 

soon  bring  my  family  to  their  senses ; — I  in- 
6 
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tend  to  build  a  house  and  have  them  all  con- 
fined, when  they  cannot  resolve  any  common 
problem," 

"  Build  a  house  !'' — exclaimed  James  with 
a  tremendous  roar,  "  Did  ever  any  one  hear  of 
a  dead  man  building  a  house  ? — Come,  doctor, 
none  of  this  nonsense  ;  you're  not  dead  yet.'''' 

"  Yes,  I  am,''  answered  the  doctor,  "  and 
I'll  tell  you  how  I  got  my  death's  wounds. 
You  must  know,  then,  that  my  profession  as 
a  physician  led  me  at  one  period  to  give  away 
large  sums  to  every  one  whom  I  happened  to 
visit : — but  I  soon  found  that  this  trade  would 
not  do ;  for,  after  deducting  presents,  a  large 
sum  enclosed  in  blank  cards,  with  silver  cups, 
and  other  articles  given  for  extra  attention  and 
attendance, — I  thought  that  it  was  certainly 
sufficient  if  they  got  attendance  and  medicines 
gratis,  without  giving  them  money;  but  all 
would  not  do.  Indeed,  the  sick  that  I  attended 
on  these  terms  was  sufficient  to  have  ruined  a 
bank ! 

VOL.  II.  M 
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I  had  no  sooner  resolved  on  giving  up 
this  kind  of  trade,  than  all  the  patients 
wondered  that  they  did  not  get  any  thing 
as  usual;  and  I  frequently  overheard  them 
saying,  on  going  out, — '  I'll  take  care  not 
to  send  for  you  again.'  By  these  means, 
my  practice  fell  off;  and  my  patients,  whom 
formerly  I  generally  found  in  bed,  now  came 
to  me  on  their  feet;— -and  this  man  who 
called  just  now  is  one  of  them.  As  the  fees 
which  I  could  charge  from  these  walking  pa- 
tients were  not  sufficient  to  maintain  myself 
and  my  family,  I  soon  became  perfectly  sick 
of  the  profession ;  and  as  it  is  no  uncommon 
thing  for  persons  who  are  sick  to  die,  I,  being 
much  sicker  than  any  of  them  had  ever  been, 
therefore  died  first,  and  told  them  that  in 
future  they  need  not  apply  to  a  dead  man.^' 

"  Well  done,*"  cried  James,  while  he  start- 
ed from  his  chair,  and  ran  to  the  other  end  of 
the  room,  to  shake  the  doctor  by  the  hand  for 
explaining  to  him  how  he  came  to  be  a  dead 
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man.  Indeed,  James  gave  the  doctor  great 
credit  for  so  ingenious  a  device ; — as  he  con- 
sidered that,  however  rich  a  man  might  be,  he 
could  not  bestow  money  on  every  one; — and 
therefore  as  soon  as  he  has  done  his  part,  and 
is  ready  to  shew  and  prove  that  he  has  done 
sOy  he  has  then  a  right  to  die  and  be  consider- 
ed dead,  and  henceforth  free  from  all  the  pests 
and  plagues  that  attend  most  people  while 
they  are  alive. 

"  Shut,  shut  the  door, 

Good  John  !  fatigued,  I  s&id  ; 
Tie  up  the  knocker, 

Say  I'm  sick,  I'm  dead."— Pope. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

The  doctor  having  explained  to  James^  satis- 
faction the  mysterious  story  of  his  being 
dead,  added,  that  it  was  nothing  to  many  won- 
derful discoveries  he  had  made  in  the  study 
of  mankind, — a  theme  on  which  he  often  in- 
dulged his  speculative  turn  of  mind.  The 
different  views  which  he  took  of  human  con- 
duct were,  in  James'  opinion,  not  only  singu- 
lar, but  ridiculous  also,  as  he  set  up  himself 
as  the  standard  of  perfection,  and  condemned 
all  others  who  did  not  accord  with  his  opi- 
nions and  mode  of  behaviour.  This  pecu- 
liarity of  the  doctor's  character,  as  it  was  so 
whimsical,  convinced  James  that  he  was 
equally  whimsical  in  censuring  others  because 
thev  did  not  resemble  himself;    for  he  per- 
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ceived  that  Fiscari  had  as  good  a  right  to 
reckon  himself  a  model  of  behaviour  as  he 
had  ;   and  that  others  might,  with  equal  pro- 
priety, deem  themselves  superior  in  point  of 
character  to  the  rest  of  mankind.     He  there- 
fore acknowledged  the  absurdity  of  attempt- 
ing to  bring  others  to  his  way  of  thinking,  and 
the  propriety  of  allowing  every  one  to  act  as 
his  judgment  and  discretion  suggested.     But 
he  still  perceived  that  there  was  a  manifest 
difference  in  the  conduct  of  mankind  ; — and, 
in  drawing  a  comparison  betwixt  that  of  his 
acquaintances,  he  admitted  that  the  doctor, 
notwithstanding  his  foibles,  was  one  who  had 
a  great  deal  of  true  worth  and  integrity  about 
him. 

Indeed,  James  always  gave  merit  its  due 
praise,  in  whomsoever  it  was  found  ;  and  he 
considered  that  the  doctor  possessed  no  small 
share  of  it,  in  having  devised  a  most  useful 
expedient  for  regulating  the  conduct  of  those 
from  whom  the  world  expects  more  than  they 
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can  accomplish ; — which,  if  known  and  adopt- 
ed, would  produce  a  wonderful  change  for  the 
better  among  mankind.  For,  he  was  fiilly  sa- 
tisfied that  there  are  many  who  possess  such 
a  natural  facility  of  disposition,  that  they  can- 
not refuse  to  do  or  give  any  thing  that  is 
asked  at  them,  and  thus  become  a  prey  to  the 
importunity  of  flatterers,  who  soon  bring  them 
to  the  verge  of  ruin. 

But  the  expedient  which  the  doctor  had 
discovered,  by  alleging  that  "  he  was  dead," 
was  a  radical  cure  for  that  disorder ;  so  that 
all  persons  of  too  easy  a  temper  might  find  im- 
mediate relief  by  using  the  prescription  which 
the  doctor  used  himself;  and  at  last  the  pa- 
tient would  be  completely  Recovered. 

James  considered  this  discovery  very  for- 
tunate, especially  as  it  would  be  exceedingly 
useful  to  many  of  his  friends  at  home,  several 
of  whom,  he  knew,  were  labouring  under  the 
greatest  malady  from  a  plethora  in  the  heart, 
occasioned  by  the  distension  of  the  sympathe- 
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tic  muscles ;— and  he  thought  that  not  only 
they,  but  all  others  in  a  similar  condition, 
would  owe  an  endless  debt  of  gratitude  to 
Doctor  Fiscari  for  his  effectual  remedy  in  all 
such  complaints ;  and  that  the  physician  of 
Aranjuez  was  even  well  entitled  to  those  ho- 
norary rewards  which  are  bestowed  on  men 
of  genius,  who  have  benefited  mankind  by 
their  useful  discoveries. 

The  doctor,  in  the  meantime,  became  more 
and  more  pleased  with  James ;  and  one 
morning,  after  breakfast,  he  conducted  him 
through  a  passage  that  surrounded  the  house ; 
and,  opening  a  door,  ushered  him  into  his 
well-stored  laboratory.  In  this  room,  there 
was  such  a  collection  of  bottles  of  all  sorts  and 
sizes,  that  James  conceived  he  had  got  into  a 
glass-house ;— -and  the  greatest  part  were  so 
large  and  so  elegant,  that  he  thought  the 
money  requisite  to  purchase  them  might  have 
sufficed  to  buy  an  estate.  But,  though  our 
traveller  would  have  laid  out  his  money  on 
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something  more  substantial  than  glass-bottles, 
healing  waters,  drugs,  and  pills ; — yet,  as  these 
wares  were  necessary  in  the  doctor**s  profes- 
sion, and  as  he  had  made  all  his  money 
by  compounding  and  prescribing  medicines, 
James  considered  that  he  had  a  right  to  spend 
it  as  he  chose  in  ornamenting  his  laboratory. 
Nay,  he  even  thought  that  the  doctor  did  well 
to  fill  it  with  serpents,  alUgators,  crocodiles, 
and  other  remarkable  objects  of  animated  na- 
ture, as  these  conveyed  to  a  stranger  a  know- 
ledge of  their  habits  and  modes  of  life,  ac- 
cording to  their  scientific  arrangement  in  the 
system  of  Linnaeus,  and  thus  gave  him  more 
instruction  in  one  hour,  than  he  could  obtain 
by  reading  or  study  for  twenty  years. 

James  was  not  a  little  pleased  with  what 
he  had  already  seen  ;  but  he  was  still  more 
surprised  when  the  doctor  opened  a  gilded 
case,  behind  which  a  grand  display  of  natural 
curiosities  burst  upon  his  sight, — which  con- 
vinced him  that  the  doctor  had  spared  no  ex- 
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pense  in  making  the  collection  as  magnificent 
as  possible.  Here  was  to  be  seen  a  vast  num- 
ber of  stuffed  birds  and  quadrupeds  from  every 
quarter  of  the  globe,  and  of  every  genus  from 
the  ostrich  to  the  humming-bird,  and  from  the 
elephant  to  the  spider, — all  of  which  were 
either  radiant  with  resplendent  plumage,  or 
adorned  with  hair  or  down,  and  arranged  ac- 
cording to  the  order  in  which  they  are  classi- 
fied in  books  of  natural  history. 

James  stood  gazing  at  them  in  a  state  of 
amazement ;  while  the  doctor,  without  allow- 
ing him  time  to  make  any  remarks,  turned  to 
him,  and  said, — 

*'  Here  again  are  my  classes  of  Amphibia ; — 
here  is  a  wonderful  crocodile,  seven  and  twenty 
feet  long, — an  alligator  next,  chameleons,  liz- 
ards, and  serpents  innumerable.  Here  is  the 
most  wonderful  production  of  nature, — the 
boa-constrictor,  a  specimen  of  the  great  ser- 
pent of  South  America  ; — it  measures  thirty- 
two  feet  in  length,  and  two  feet  in  circumfer- 
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ence,  and  it  is  finely  preserved  :— in  short, 
there  is  here  a  collection  of  all  the  curiosities 
in  the  known  world." 

James  was  astonished  at  the  wonderful  pro- 
ductions which  he  beheld,  and  not  a  little  sur- 
prised at  the  doctor''s  silence,  especially  when 
exhibiting  so  many  curiosities  of  his  own ; 
but  at  last  he  concluded  that  his  worthy 
friend  had  likely  shewn  them  so  often  before, 
that  he  was  now  tired  of  repeating  all  the 
qualities  of  the  birds,  beasts,  and  creeping 
things  that  were  in  his  possession. 

When  the  doctor  had  shewn  James  all  his 
museum,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  he  had 
been  gratified  with  the  sight  of  it,  they  imme- 
diately returned  again  to  the  house.  But  the 
<ioctor  had  no  sooner  quitted  his  shop,  than 
his  tongue  began  to  move  at  an  unusual  rate, 
—probably  from  the  imagined  constraint  that 
had  been  put  on  him  while  exhibiting  his  cu- 
riosities ;  and  he  continued  talking  for  three 
hours,  till  dinner  was  on  the  table. 
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As  our  traveller  had  never  seen  any  of  the 
doctor's  friends  at  his  house,  he  took  this 
opportunity  of  saying, — "  One  would  suppose, 
sir,  that  you  lived  the  life  of  a  hermit ;  for, 
although  IVe  been  your  guest  for  ten  days, 
no  one  has  ever  called  during  that  time,  nei- 
ther have  you,  in  your  profusion  of  hospitali- 
ty, ever  asked  a  person  to  dine  with  you." 

"■  I'm  as  liberal,"  replied  the  doctor,  "  as 
any  man  in  the  city ;  and  no  man  enjoys  the 
company  of  intelligent  well-informed  visitors 
more  than  I  do, — but  they  are  so  scarce  a 
commodity,  that  I  have  not  seen  a  sensible  man 
these  twelvemonths.  'Tis  not  the  case  with 
Doctor  Friscari  as  it  is  with  your  niggard- 
ly worldlings,  who  invite  people  to  their 
houses  as  a  matter  of  charity,  or  by  way  of 
paying  a  debt ! — In  the  first  case,  where  they 
have  a  string  of  needy  relations,  if  some  of 
them  should  pop  in  as  the  dinner  is  dishing, 
they  must  ask  them  out  of  charity,  and  make 
a  virtue  of  necessity  ; — in  the  second  case,  if 
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they  have  a  hanger-on,  who  may  be  employed 
half  a  day  in  running  their  errands,  and  who 
may  have  finished  them  just  when  the  table- 
cloth is  spreading, — what  less  can  they  do 
than  ask  the  poor  fellow  to  sit  down  and  dine, 
when  he  has  spent  a  whole  forenoon  without 
making  a  charge  for  his  labour  ? 

"  That  these  two  sorts  of  persons  are  equally 
unwelcome  guests,  is  evident  from  the  dry  for- 
mal way  of  helping  them  to  every  thing,  and 
insisting  on  their  eating  ; — as  every  one  knows 
this  to  be  a  proof  of  want  of  hospitality  among 
the  higher  or  middling  classes,  who  never 
think  of  twice  asking  any  person  to  eat,  ex- 
cept carters  and  ploughmen,  who,  from  their 
hard  labour,  deserve  to  have  a  good  meal ; 
although  they  are  so  shy  in  the  company  of 
their  betters,  that  they  must  be  pressed  to 
take  what  is  necessary  for  their  sustenance. 

"  Thus  it  is  that  those  who  urge  their  guests 
to  eat  and  drink,  treat  them  as  carters  and 
ploughmen  by  so  doing,  and  also  by  handing 
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across  the  table  huge  slices  of  beef,  roasted 
hens,  and  boiled  tongues,  after  their  plates 
are  already  full,  and  catching  hold  of  a  plate 
in  the  air,  on  its  way  to  the  sideboard. 

"Another  way  in  which  a  guest  may  discover 
that  he  is  an  unwelcome  visitor  is,  when  the 
landlord  asks  him  whether  he  prefers  ale  or 
porter  ;  while, at  the  same  time,  he  is  decanting 
a  bottle  of  small  beer,  which  he  recommends 
as  far  superior  to  either, — because  it  is  made 
of  molasses  by  his  wife  and  daughter,  who 
have  rummaged  all  the  books  on  brewing,  to 
obtain  the  best  receipt  for  preparing  it, — be- 
cause it  is  brisk  and  fresh,  and  as  clear  as  am- 
ber,— and  because,  although  it  is  five  times 
cheaper  than  ale  or  porter,  it  is  five  times  bet- 
ter than  either  of  them  for  drinking  at  din- 
ner.'' 

"  That  may  be  all  true,"*'  interrupted 
James ;  "  but  such  practices  are  no  proof 
that  he  who  has  recourse  to  them  is  a  miser  ; 
for   a   miser    uniformly   gives   the   worst   of 
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every  thing  to  his  guests,  while  he  always  takes 
the  best  to  himself.  This  is  indeed  no  misre- 
presentation of  his  character,  as  I  have  known 
a  miser  who  would  entertain  his  guests  with 
bread  and  cheese,  and  a  bottle  of  small  beer, 
for  supper ;  but,  as  soon  as  he  got  clear  of 
them,  he  would  order  a  roasted  hen  and  Ma- 
deira for  himself,  on  which  he  feasted  most 
luxuriously.*" 

"  That's  astonishing,*"  cried  the  doctor. 

"  Ay,  but  'tis  not  the  less  true,"  answered 
James. 

"  My  choice,"  said  the  doctor,  "  is  not  in 
the  dishes,  but  in  the  company ; — I  am  very 
particular  in  that  respect.  I  associate  with 
nobody  but  those  of  the  first  magnitude,  and 
with  those  in  the  city  who  are  known  and  ac- 
knowledged to  be  so  ;  but,  if  any  wish  to  visit 
me  for  the  sake  of  a  dinner, — to  these  persons 
I  send  it  ready  dished,  having  a  cover  and 
means  of  conveyance  for  that  purpose.  This  . 
plan  pleases  both  parties,  as  they  obtain  what 
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they  want,  without  being  tired  with  my  che- 
mical dissertations,  while  I  am  relieved  from 
the  company  of  those  who  have  no  under- 
standing."" 

''  A  very  good  method,  indeed,"  answered 
James ;  "  but  would  it  not  be  better  to  have 
all  these  kinds  of  people  gathered  round  your 
table  at  one  time,  when  you  might  give  them 
as  much  as  would  save  you  the  trouble  of 
inviting  them  again  for  a  year  P'^ 

*'  You  know  nothing  about  it,"'  said  the 
doctor ;  ^'  I  have  more  of  this  kind  of  visitors 
than  would  fill  the  house  every  day  of  the 
year  ; — I  am  dead  to  all  this  kind  of  work  ; — 
there's  nobody  comes  near  me,  but  those  who 
are  properly  and  ceremoniously  invited  by  a 
card  of  gilt-edged  paper,  with  Doctor  Fiscari's 
compliments." 

"  Well,  doctor,"  said  James ;  "  you  are  the 
most  singular  man  I  have  ever  met  with,  as 
you  have  a  reason  and  an  argument  for  every 
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thing  you  do,  and  measure  all  your  actions  as 
it  were  by  square  and  rule." 

"  Certainly j""*  cried  the  doctor  ;  "  a  fellow 
who  cannot  invent  a  story  as  quick  as  thought, 
answer  a  question  before  it  is  asked,  and  dis- 
cover by  the  look  what  is  going  to  be  said, — 
has  no  brains,  and  is  no  man  at  all.  When  a 
man  cannot  do  so,  there's  something  wrong 
in  his  intellect ;  for  all  geniuses  and  men  of 
talent  are  known  by  these  and  other  similar 
marks  ;  and  you  may  even  see  what  effects  a 
constant  study  of  mankind  has  produced  upon 
myself." 

The  doctor  went  on  in  this  style  an  unusual 
length ;  but  in  the  meantime  he  never  ne- 
glected James,  whom  he  plied  with  his  old 
Vidonia ;  and  he  seemed  perfectly  satisfied, 
that  once  in  his  life  he  had  fallen  in  with  a 
man  to  his  mind. 

But  James  could  not  discover  what  object 
the  doctor  had  in  view  by  displaying  all  these 
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eccentricities,  which,  in  his  opinion,  were  not 
altogether  natural ;  neither  could  he  account 
for  the  absence  of  his  wife  and  daughters ; — 
and  therefore,  to  satisfy  himself  on  this  last 
point,  he  thus  again  addressed  his  host : — 
"  Pray,  doctor,  what  is  the  reason  that  Donna 
Fiscari  and  the  family  occupy  separate  apart- 
ments, and  dine  at  a  different  table  from 
yourself?  Do  they  always  live  apart  from 
you,  or  only  when  you  have  your  select  com- 
panies ?**"* 

"  They  live  always  so,'**  replied  the  doctor ; 
"  and  the  reason  is,  that  I  could  never  get  a 
dinner  set  on  the  table,  unless  it  was  also 
filled  with  a  profusion  of  useless  kickshaws  ; 
and,  when  I  remonstrated  against  them.  Don- 
na Fiscari  said,  that  if  I  would  not  entertain 
my  friends  in  the  same  style  as  other  people, 
she  and  her  daughters  would  leave  me  to 
treat  them  in  my  own  way ; — and  so  they  have 
deserted  me,  because  I  would  not  allow  more 
than  one  dish  at  table,   which  is  all   that  I 
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think  necessary  either  for  dinner  or  any  other 
kind  of  repast  whatever.*" 

"  That,"  replied  James,  "  depends  aho- 
gether  on  what  sort  of  company  you  have ; 
for  you  do  not  suppose  that  one  dish  could 
serve  ten  or  a  dozen  of  persons,  even  though 
they  should,  by  chance,  all  like  the  same  dish, 
which  you  had  fancied  and  supposed  they 
would  eat.  In  confirmation  of  my  sentiments 
on  this  point,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  I 
have  known  persons  who  thought  that  every 
one  liked  roasted  rabbits;  although  it  is  a 
fact,  that  very  few  persons  can  eat  a  rabbit 
dressed  in  any  way ;  and  therefore  I  think, 
doctor,  that,  before  inviting  your  parties,  you 
should  always  inform  them  beforehand  what's 
for  dinner,— whether  boiled  or  roasted  rab- 
bits,—boiled  or  roasted  beef,  &c.;^so  that  the 
company  may  know  what  they're  to  get,  and 
by  this  means  they  will  be  very  select,  as  none 
would  come  but  those  who  relished  such  fare. 
But,  if  you  wish  to  entertain  a  promiscuous 
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party,  there  must  be  such  a  variety  of  dishes 
as  may  please  the  taste  of  every  individual ; 
although  there  is  no  necessity  for  having  any 
more  than  is  necessary,  much  less  for  having 
any  thing  superfluous."" 

"  That's  just  what  my  wife  says,''  rejoined 
the  doctor ;  "  but  by  one  dish  I  mean  two  or 
three,  although  she  never  had  fewer  than  forty 
or  fifty  ;  so  that  there  was  not  even  room  for 
covers  for  the  guests,  and  I've  seen  them 
sometimes  obliged  to  seize  on  a  whole  dish." 

James  now  saw  how  matters  stood,  and  re- 
quested that  the  doctor  would  allow  him  to 
dine  next  day  with  Donna  Fiscari  and  the 
young  ladies,  a  request  which  was  readily 
granted ; — so  that  next  day  James  dined  with 
the  ladies  up  stairs. 

The  table  was  decorated  in  a  fanciful  style ; 
and  Donna  Fiscari,  addressing  James,  said, — 
*'  This,  sir,  is  the  way  in  which  we  live ; — ^we 
have  plenty  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  which 
tend  more  to  preserve  health  and  prolong  life, 
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than  the  modern  dishes  that  are  served  up  at 
all  the  sumptuous  tables  of  the  Castilians. — 
These  are  my  daughters ; — and,  when  I  have 
said  so,  it  is  all  that  you  will  learn  from  me 
about  them,  or  from  themselves  about  any 
thing,  as  they  have  lost  in  a  great  measure 
the  power  qf  speech.'''' 

James  was  astonished  at  this  account  of  the 
young  ladies,  and  endeavoured  to  engage  them 
in  some  sort  of  conversation ;  but  he  could 
not  extort  more  from  them  than  a  monosylla- 
ble on  asking  a  question.  This  was  one  of 
the  most  singular  circumstances  he  had  ever 
met  with  ;  as  he  generally  found  that  the 
female  sex  were  so  loquacious^  that  they  spoke 
ten  times  as  fast  and  as  much  as  the  most 
talkative  man  alive ; — and  their  taciturnity 
was  the  more  remarkable,  as  it  seemed  to  be 
natural  and  unconstrained,  and  therefore  he 
considered  these  young  ladies  as  anomalies  in 
rerum  natura.  They  were,  nevertheless,  well 
educated,  and  seemed  to  James  very  superior 
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in  address  and  manners,  which  rendered  it  the 
more  wonderful  that  they  had  lost  the  use  of 
their  tongue ; — and  hence  he  might  justly  con- 
sider the  extraordinary  circumstance  of  a  talka- 
tive husband  and  a  dumb  wife  and  daughters  in 
one  house,  as  a  kind  of  moral  phsenomenon  ! 
He  soon  learned,  however,  that  the  female 
part  of  Don  Fiscari's  family  had  been  con- 
demned to  silence  by  his  outrageous  temper ; 
and,  finding  it  impossible  to  keep  his  prating 
tongue  in  order,  they  had  at  last  abandoned  his 
society,  and  chosen  rather  to  live  by  themselves, 
than  be  daily  engaged  with  him  in  broils  and 
quarrels.  Having  been  so  long  accustomed 
to  silence,  before  they  lived  apart,  they  had 
laid  such  a  restraint  on  their  tongue  that,  from 
habit,  they  had  now  become  almost  entirely 
dumb.  But,  although  the  ladies  did  not  en- 
ter into  any  conversation,  they  shewed  by 
mute  signs  the  utmost  attention  to  their 
guest ;  and  James  returned  their  kindness  by 
every  mark  of  respect  and  civility. 
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After  dining  and  drinking  tea  with  the 
ladies,  our  traveller  bid  them  adieu  for  the 
night,  and  again  returned  down  stairs. 

From  this  interview  with  Fiscari's  wife  and 
daughters,  James  learned  this  useful  lesson, 
that  the  worst  of  habits,  even  that  of  loqua- 
city, mav  be  subdued ; — and  that  a  woman 
may  appear  as  wise  and  as  learned  as  a  philo- 
sopher, by  the  simple  expedient  of  holding  her 
tongue. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

James  soon  rejoined  the  doctor,  whom  he 
found  busily  engaged  in  the  still-house,  pre- 
paring a  supply  of  tinctures  for  his  laboratory. 
He  did  not  perceive  James  for  some  time ; 
but  continued  to  make  some  curious  observa- 
tions, and  held  a  kind  of  conversation  with 
the  liquid  as  it  dropped  gradually  through 
the  retort.  On  turning  round,  he  observed 
his  guest,  and  began  to  describe  to  him  the 
process  of  distillation ;  which  however  James 
knew  as  well  as  himself,  and  which  he  ex- 
plained in  such  a  manner  as  astonished  the 
doctor,  who  asked  whether  he  had  been  bred 
to  the  profession  ? — although  he  was  relieved 
from  answering  the  question  by  the  doctor's 
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loquacity,  to  which  he  gave  full  vent  by  a 
long  dissertation  on  the  healing  art. 

The  doctor  being  thus  provided  with  a  labo- 
ratory, and  all  its  appendages,  and  being  also 
employed  in  bleeding,  blistering,  and  adminis- 
tering physic  to  so  many  patients, — who  still 
paid  him  for  his  prescriptions, — might  be  con- 
sidered a  wealthy  man,  though  he  had  not  a 
ducat  ;  and  hence  every  one  might  say  of 
him,  in  the  words  of  an  old  English  poet, 

*'  I  count  him  rich, 

Tho'  he  were  not 

Worth  a  groat." — Chaucer. 
But,  though  James  was  persuaded  that  his 
friend  Fiscari  could  make  a  shift  to  live,  he 
often  pitied  the  hapless  condition  of  his  wife 
and  daughters,  as  they  could  neither  bleed, 
blister,  nor  draw  teeth,  and,  in  case  of  the 
doctor's  death,  would  be  reduced  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  making  caps  or  bonnets  for  earning 
their  subsistence.  Being  thus  unprovided 
for,  they  were  always  on  the  outlook  after 
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husbands ;  but  they  had  little  or  no  chance, 
unless  they  should  happen  to  fall  in  with  men 
who  would  be  contented  to  receive,  as  their 
dowry,  a  certain  number  of  stuffed  crocodiles, 
dried  spiders,  or  variegated  birds.  As  it  was 
generally  known  that  the  doctor  could  give 
them  nothing  else,  hence  no  offers  had  yet 
been  made  to  them ;  although  they  were  en- 
dowed with  the  rare  quality  of  taciturnity, 
which  some  may  think  the  most  invaluable 
portion  which  a  woman  can  possess. 

Besides,  marriage  had  at  this  time  grown 
almost  out  of  fashion  ;  as  the  late  destructive 
French  wars  had  so  raised  the  price  of  every 
article  of  living,  that  few  young  men  were 
disposed  to  hazard  the  expense  of  furnishing 
a  house  and  maintaining  a  family  on  nothing ; 
—especially  when  they  saw  those  who  were 
married  and  had  families  so  beset  with  diffi- 
culties, that  there  was  not  one  in  a  hundred 
who  could  contrive  to  keep  out  of  debt. 

Our   traveller   could   not   help  lamenting, 

VOL.  II.  N 
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that  the  state  of  society  in  civihzed  countries 
is  often  such  as  to  prevent  marriage  ;   and  he 
especially  deplored  the  condition  of  the  fe- 
male sex,  whose  happiness  depends  in  a  great 
measure  upon  their  union  with  virtuous  hus- 
bands.    He  was  also  sorry  to  find,  that  the 
country  in  which  he  travelled  was  not  only 
overburdened  by  taxes  that  bore  hard  upon 
the  industrious  inhabitants, — but  also  over- 
run with  a  redundant  population,  so  that  the 
competition  in  every  profession  rendered  it  al- 
most impossible  for  men,  even  of  the  greatest 
talents,  to  earn  their  subsistence  in  a  comfort- 
able manner.     James  therefore  thought  that, 
in  the  state  of  society  which  then  existed,  no 
one  should  trust  to  his  abilities  alone  for  mak- 
ing his  way  in  the  world  ;   lest  he  should,  by 
his  own  sad  experience,  verify  the  truth  of 
the  old  proverb, — that  "  he  who  lives  by  hope 
may  die  for  hunger.'''' 

He  was  more  and  more  confirmed  in  these 

opinions,  on  looking  abroad  into  all  ranks  of 
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life ;— for  he  saw  jointured  widows  reduced, 
by  the  taxes  and  expenses  of  housekeeping,  to 
such  penury  as  to  be  obliged  to  live  as  board- 
ers ; — traders  of  all  descriptions  become  bank- 
rupts from  the  failure  of  their  debtors  ; — and 
mechanics  of  all  kinds  without  employment 
sufficient  to  keep  themselves  and  their  families 
from  starving.  Even  those  who  had  money 
themselves,  or  who  could  procure  it  from 
others,  did  not  retain  it  long  in  their  posses- 
sion ;  as  one  part  went  to  pay  the  taxes  that 
were  due,  and  another  to  extinguish  some  old 
arrears ; — so  that  very  little  remained  to  sup- 
ply their  own  necessities.  And  yet,  notwith- 
standing these  embarrassments,  he  found  per- 
sons who  talked  of  the  prosperity  of  the  state, 
of  its  manufactures  and  merchandize, — and 
that  trade  and  commerce  were  then  flourish- 
ing, at  the  very  time  when  every  one  was  de- 
ploring his  condition ! 

Such  contradictions  as  these  were  to  James 
inexplicable ;  and  he  knew  not  what  to  be- 
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lieve,  as  what  was  said  by  one,  was  denied  by 
another ;-— but,  being  aware  that  the  state- 
ments of  opposite  parties  are  generally  exag- 
gerated, he  always  examined  the  circumstances 
of  every  case  before  coming  to  any  decision. 
In  the  present  case,  he  was  rather  disposed  to 
consider  the  dark  side  of  the  picture  as  the 
truest  representation  ; — but,  while  he  allowed 
that  evils  existed  in  human  society,  he  at  the 
same  time  alleged  that  they  could  not 
be  avoided,  and  therefore  must  be  endured 
with  becoming  fortitude.  Nay,  he  contended 
that  the  existence  of  every  community  de- 
pended on  strenuously  supporting  the  govern- 
ment, without  which  every  country  must  be- 
come a  prey  to  those  states  who  chose  to  at- 
tack it. 

James  had  adopted  many  other  sentiments 
respecting  these  matters,  which  however  he 
did  not  now  pursue ;  for  the  doctor,  having 
taken  up  a  book  to  read,  began  to  mutter  in 
so  loud  a  tone,  as  prevented  him  from   ar- 
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ranging  his  ideas  so  distinctly,  as  to  come 
to  any  conclusion  on  the  subject  of  his  cogita- 
tions. 

It  was  the  doctor's  general  practice  to  take 
a  pretty  strong  dose  of  brandy-punch  before 
going  to  bed ;— for,  although  he  was  one  of 
the  soberest  men  throughout  the  day,  he  con- 
sidered the  bottle  as  a  never-failing  specific 
against  that  irritation  which  is  occasioned  by 
the  cares  and  perplexities  of  business,  and  bet- 
ter than  the  best  anodyne  in  all  his  laboratory 
for  making  him  sleep.  This  evening,  when 
our  traveller  was  sitting  beside  him,  the  doc- 
tor intimated  that  he  had  a  scheme  which,  he 
said,  he  had  long  intended  to  propose ;— and 
accordingly,  leaning  back  in  his  easy-chair, 
he  requested  James  to  listen  attentively  to 
what  he  was  going  to  say. 

But  the  motion  occasioned  by  this  attempt 
to  place  himself  in  an  easy  posture,  put  all 
his  ideas  instantly  to  flight ;  so  that,  in- 
stead of  mentioning  the  scheme,  he  remark- 
ed, '  that  a  frequent  change  of  position  was 
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absolutely  necessary  for  preserving  health, 
— that  it  was  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  his 
constant  motion,  whether  sitting  or  standing, 
that  he  had  kept  himself  so  free  from  com- 
plaints,— and  that  he  intended  to  communi- 
cate this  as  a  secret,  with  which  the  faculty 
were  still  unacquainted.  The  motion  of  all 
parts  of  the  body,'  continued  he,  '  ought  to 
be  as  equal  as  possible,  to  preserve  the  func- 
tions in  their  proper  state  ;— and  accordingly 
you  may  perceive,  for  example,  that  a  man 
cannot  stand  so  long  on  one  leg  as  he  can  on 
two, — and  that  he  is  sooner  tired  by  standing 
than  by  walking ;  nay,  were  it  not  for  the  re- 
sistance of  the  air,  running  would  be  an  easier 
motion  than  walking ; — because,  in  all  these 
cases,  the  action  of  the  muscles  is  either  more 
or  less  equal,  and  renders  these  exercises 
either  more  or  less  fatiguing,  and  therefore 
that  posture  of  the  body  is  easiest,  in  which 
all  the  muscles  act  equally  together.** 

As  he  considered  walking  to  be  the  most 
healthful  exercise^  the  doctor  therefore  had 
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recourse  to  it  on  all  occasions ;  although  he 
always  preferred  a  quick  before  a  slow  step, 
because,  in  the  latter  case,   the  whole  weight 
of  the  body  rested  on  the  lower  joints,  which 
were  thus  overstrained,  and  by  degrees  con- 
tracted a  habit  of  rigidity,  that  gave  a  per- 
son the  appearance  of  being  aged  or  infirm. 
In  consequence  of  the  doctor's  speedy  motions 
to  and  fro,  he  seemed  to  be  always  in  a  great 
hurry,  and  as  if  he  were  either  running  for 
his  own  life,  or  to  save  that  of  others ;  and 
indeed  both  these  suppositions  were  true,  as 
he  considered  exercise  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance for  preserving  his  health,  and  the  speed- 
iest motion  absolutely  necessary  for  prevent- 
ing the  death  of  those  who  had  sent  for  him 
at  their  last  gasp. 

Another  sort  of  exercise  which  the  doctor 
thought  very  conducive  to  health,  was  that 
of  dancing  ;  and  accordingly  he  used  to  dance 
to  his  patients,  both  to  impart-  elasticity  to  his 
muscles,  and  to  elevate  their  spirits ; — so  that, 
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by  the  agility  which  he  thus  acquired,  he 
could  both  visit  far  more  patients,  and  pro- 
duce a  speedier  cure  on  them,  than  any  other 
physician  in  the  city. 

He  had  also  another  plan  for  dividing 
equally  the  pressure  of  his  body  while  he 
was  in  bed,  as  he  slept  three  hours  on 
one  side,  and  three  hours  on  the  other ; — 
thus  changing  his  position  so  often,  that  he 
could  never  be  attacked  by  the  nightmare  as 
a  consequence  of  his  liberal  potations,  since 
the  stimulant  was  gone  after  six  hours'*  sleep ; 
and  he  was  ready  to  rise  at  any  time,  espe- 
cially as  he  always  lay  on  a  hard  mattress. 
The  doctor  had  a  particular  dislike  at  soft 
beds,  and  declared  that  they  destroyed  more 
persons  than  the  plague,  for  they  increased 
the  pressure  of  the  air  on  the  body,  and  of 
the  body  itself,  in  a  twofold  degree ;  and 
therefore  he  advised  all  his  patients  to  lie  on 
hard  beds,  nay,  on  deal  boards,  if  they  could, 
in  order  to  recover  their  health,  and  preserve 
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their  lives.  And,  indeed,  he  set  them  an  ex- 
ample of  walking,  running,  dancing,  riding, 
sitting,  and  lying,  which  he  recommended  to 
their  imitation,  if  they  would  be  as  alert  in 
Uth  and  limb  as  he  was  at  the  age  of  sixty. 

The  doctor  next  adverted  to  his  mode  of  rest- 
ing  in  an  easy  chair,  and  said  that  it  was  not 
an  invention  of  his  own; — since  many  Greek 
authors  who  had  written  on  the  art  of  preserv- 
ing health,  recommended  the  motion  back- 
wards, as  preferable  for  this  purpose  to  the 
swing  and  other  similar  inventions,  as  it  was 
more  gentle,  and  did  not  put  the  nervous 
system  into  a  state  of  unnatural  excitement. 
Indeed,  the  doctor's  notions  respecting  the 
best  means  of  securing  health  were  exceeding- 
ly rational, — as  he  considered  that,  if  all  our 
bodily  members  were  properly  exercised,  we 
would  seldom  need  the  physician  to  restore 
them  to  their  functions.  "  Why,"*"*  said  he, 
"  has  nature  given  us  legs,  but  that  they  may 
be  used  either  in  walking,  running,  or  danc- 

n2 
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ing,  which  are  exercises  that  require  their  ut- 
most exertion  ?  And  do  you  not  see,""*  conti- 
nued he,  "  that  those  persons  who  either 
Walk  or  work  are  the  most  healthy,  while  the 
lazy  and  the  indolent,  who  do  neither,  are 
overrun  with  spleen  and  a  thousand  mala- 
dies?" 

The  doctor  also  remarked,  that  those  who 
were  corpulent  could  not  be  healthy,  from 
being  incapable  of  taking  exercise ;  and  said, 
that  he  always  recommended  a  jumping-rope 
to  his  fat  patients,  as  it  exercised  both  their 
arms  and  feet  so  effectually,  that,  by  the  fre- 
quent use  of  it,  many  of  them  at  last  be- 
came so  nimble,  that  they  were  able  to  run, 
and  even  to  dance,  who  before  were  as  un- 
wieldy as  a  log  of  timber.  He  approved 
also  of  the  use  of  a  stick,  which,  he  thought, 
all  persons  ought  to  employ  in  walking ;  for, 
besides  dividing  the  pressure  of  the  body,  it 
was  useful  in  guarding  against  dogs  and  other 
dangerous   animals   that   infest   the   most  of 
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cities,  and  other  places  that  are  crowded  with 
inhabitants.  Nay,  he  considered  a  stick  even 
as  a  kind  of  ornament  to  a  well-dressed  man, 
as  it  commanded  a  certain  degree  of  respect, 
which  is  seldom  or  never  paid  to  those  who 
are  without  one. 

However  trifling  these  things  may  be  es- 
teemed by  others,  yet  the  doctor  considered 
them  essential  to  our  comfort  and  respectabi- 
lity ;  and  therefore  he  wondered  that  they 
were  so  little  attended  to  even  by  men  of  rank 
and  fashion. 

When  the  doctor  had  finished  his  observa- 
tions, he  threw  himself  against  the  side  of  his 
easy  chair  with  such  a  bounce  as  overturned  it, 
and  was  thereby  dashed  against  the  sideboard, 
on  which  was  a  set  of  china  that  were  shivered 
to  a  thousand  pieces.  James  had  foreseen  the 
probability  of  such  an  accident,  from  the  vio- 
lent contortions  of  the  doctor  during  his 
harangue,  and  therefore  he  was  not  surprised 
at  what  had  happened  ; — but  he  now  ran  to 
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lift  up  his  friend,  and  get  him  again  seated  in 
his  chair. 

On  resuming  his  place,  the  doctor  promised 
to  be  more  cautious  of  his  gesticulations,  and 
remarked  how  fortunate  it  was  that  none  but 
James  had  seen  the  accident, — as  they  might 
have  ascribed  it  to  a  very  different  cause  than 
the  eagerness  of  conversation  : — wherefore, 
charging  another  tumbler,  he  determined  on 
making  up  for  the  stimulus  which  he  had  lost 
by  his  unlucky  fall. 

When  matters  were  adjusted,  the  doctor, 
who  still  continued  to  argue  upon  all  subjects, 
was  alarmed  with  a  knocking  at  the  outer- 
gate  ;  on  opening  which  a  livery-servant  an- 
nounced that  a  gentleman  in  the  city  had  been 
taken  suddenly  ill,  and  wished  the  doctor  to 
come  and  see  him. 

At  this  intelligence  Fiscari,  who  was  now 
scarcely  able  to  stand,  immediately  started  up, 
and  looked  out  for  his  lancets  and  other  arti- 
cles that  might  be  necessary  for  his  operations. 
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The  doctor  requested  James  to  accompany 
him ;  and  he  having  consented,  put  on  one 
of  the  doctor's  professional  gowns,  both  as  a  de- 
fence against  the  cold,  and  as  a  becoming  garb 
for  one  who  was  going  to  visit  a  patient.    They 
now  salhed  out ;  but  they  had  not  proceeded 
the  length  of  two  streets,  before  the  doctor  fell, 
and  neither  James  nor  the  servant  found  it 
possible  to  move  him ;    so  that  he  lay  on  the 
pavement   brandishing    his   cane,    supposing 
that  he  had  been  attacked  by  a  set  of  banditti. 
This  accident  soon  created  a  noise  in  the 
street,  which  brought  to  the  spot  the  Serjeant 
of  the  watch,  who,  seeing  the  situation  of  the 
doctor,  ordered  his  men  to  take  him  into  cus- 
tody.     This  order  soon   roused  the  doctor, 
who,  starting  up,  declared  that  he  had  only 
been  taken  suddenly  ill,  and  was  now  so  far 
recovered  that  he  would  punish  severely  any 
rascal  who  would  dare  to  take  him   to  the 
watch-house.  He  then  began  to  abuse  the  Ser- 
jeant, and  to  lay  about  him  furiously,  to  the 


302   THE  ECCENTRIC  TRAVELLER. 

no  small  danger  of  James,  who  could  only 
keep  him  on  his  legs,  while  he  had  to  defend 
himself  against  the  doctor''s  stick,  which  re- 
sounded on  the  pavement,  and  set  all  at  de- 
fiance. The  Serjeant,  to  get  amends  of  the 
doctor  for  this  treatment,  ordered  the  guard 
to  stand  in  rows  with  flambeaux  in  their 
hands,  while  he  compelled  James  and  Fiscari 
to  pass  through  the  midst  of  them  up  the 
street.  The  doctor's  wig  had  unluckily  fallen 
off  in  the  late  scuffle,  and,  not  having  time  to 
replace  it  on  his  head,  he  had  put  it  on  the 
crown  of  his  hat ; — and  in  this  plight  he  pass- 
ed in  procession  between  the  watchmen,  to 
their  no  small  amusement  and  diversion. 

The  doctor^^s  servant  at  length  conducted 
them  to  the  house  of  the  patient,  and,  on  open- 
ing the  door,  a  voice  was  distinctly  heard,  ex- 
claiming,— "  What !  doctor  ;  dare  you  ap- 
proach the  Duke  de  Cambo  ? — if  you  do,  IVe 
a  blunderbuss,  v/ith  all  its  contents,  ready  to 
discharge  at  you  or  any  one  who  presumes  to 
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enter,  which  in  a  moment  will  make  him  as 
dead  as  Agricola." 

This  threat  was  followed  with  a  tremen- 
dous noise  of  fighting,  and  overturning  of 
chairs  and  tables ;  so  that  there  seemed  to  be 
a  complete  uproar  in  the  patient's  house.  The 
doctor  demanded  to  know  the  cause  of  all  this 
disturbance ;  and,  with  some  difficulty,  was 
made  to  understand  that  he  was  at  present  in 
the  house  of  the  Duke  de  Cambo,  one  of  the 
grandees. 

Being  thus  assured  that  he  was  now  out  of 
danger,  he  called  for  a  servant  to  conduct  him 
to  the  duke's  apartment,  into  which  he  and 
James  entered,  where  they  found  his  grace 
resting  on  an  elbow-chair,  with  his  feet  on  the 
table,  and  a  tumbler  of  wine  in  his  hand. 

On  perceiving  the  doctor,  the  duke  instant- 
ly started  from  his  seat,  and,  seizing  him  by 
the  hand,  exclaimed, — "  What !  is  this  you, 
doctor  ? — the  great  and  learned  Doctor  Fis- 
cari  ! — to  whom  am  I   indebted  for  the  ho- 
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nour  of  a  visit  from  you  at  such  an  hour  as 
this  ?" 

"  To  an  accident  entirely,"  interrupted 
James,  in  order  to  give  the  doctor  time  to  re- 
collect himself,  and  to  see  how  matters  stood. 

"  Yes,"  cried  the  doctor,  (putting  up  his 
hand  to  take  off  his  hat,  when  the  wig  and  all 
came  off,) — ''  to  an  accident  both  serious  and 
alarming ; — for,  as  we  were  proceeding,  at 
this  untimely  hour,  to  visit  a  patient,  we  have 
been  surrounded  and  knocked  down  by  a  set 
of  banditti,  who  have  almost  killed  us  out- 
right." 

'•  That's  astonishing,"  cried  the  duke ; — 
but  you  shall  take  up  your  quarters  all  night 
with  me,  as  I  have  been  nearly  in  a  similar 
situation,  in  consequence  of  a  set  of  fellows 
who,  having  come  to  dine  with  me  to-day, 
drank  so  much  of  my  best  Burgundy,  that 
they  became  quite  riotous;  and,  on  my  re- 
counting some  of  the  exploits  which  I  per- 
formed in  battle,  they  began  a  mock-fight  by 
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throwing  the  chairs  at  each  other  as  fast  as 
hand-balls,  so  that  they  have  broken  nearly  all 
the  furniture  in  the  room.  Only  look  what  a 
scene  it  presents  ! — a  thousand  ducats  will  not 
repair  the  damage  I  have  suffered  from  the 
mad  frolic  of  these  drunken  rascals."*' 

James  and  the  doctor  turning  round,  saw 
all  the  chairs  and  tables  broken  to  pieces,-— 
two  or  three  large  mirrors  all  in  fragments, — 
the  chimney-ornaments  and  fire-irons  scat- 
tered on  the  carpet, — ^and  the  whole  room  in 
such  a  state  of  confusion  as  they  had  never 
witnessed,  and  could  scarcely  have  conceived. 
When  our  visitors  had  seen  this  exhibition, 
the  duke  thus  addressed  Fiscari:— "  Now, 
doctor,  what  would  you  advise  me  to  do,  in 
the  circumstances  wherein  I  am  now  placed  ?"" 

The  doctor,  putting  on  a  consequential 
look,  and  trying  to  avoid  the  suspicion  of  his 
being  himself  the  worse  of  liquor  (which  he 
was  the  more  easily  enabled  to  do  from  the 
duke's  situation),  thus  replied : — "  I  see  no- 
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thing  more  that  I  can  do  than  advise  your 
Honour  to  go  instantly  to  bed,  if  you  would 
avoid  a  fever,  which  often  follows  irregulari- 
ties, as  they  first  affect  the  nervous  system, 
and  then  produce  inflammatory  symptoms, 
which  sometimes  end  in  madness,  unless  the 
patient  is  put  to  bed,  and  kept  quiet  from 
disturbance.  After  getting  a  little  sleep,  he 
must  drink  plentifully  of  sago-tea,  but  no- 
thing else ;  for  if  he  taste  brandy  or  ardent 
spirits,  they  will  immediately  produce  inflam- 
mation, and  most  likely  be  followed  by  imme- 
diate death." 

The  doctor  delivered  these  opinions  with  all 
the  dogmatism  of  professional  rhetoric,  as  if 
he  had  expected  a  good  fee ;  and,  by  a  natu- 
ral impulse,  held  out  his  hand,  of  which  the 
duke  took  hold,  and  then  wished  him  a  good 
evening. 

The  duke  was  no  sooner  gone,  than  the 
doctor  rang  the  bell,  and  demanded  to  know 
what  kind  of  liquor  his  Honour  had  drunk, 
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as  it  had  produced  very  serious  and  alarming 
symptoms  ;  and  being  told  that  he  generally 
drank  brandy  and  water,  the  doctor  ex- 
claimed,— 

"  Mercy  on  us !  it  is  no  wonder  that  mat- 
ters are  in  this  state,  as  that  vile  poisonous 
composition  is  enough  to  undermine  and  de- 
stroy the  strongest  constitution."'  Then,  fill- 
ing a  bumper  of  it,  he  declared  that  it  pos- 
sessed all  the  qualities  necessary  to  increase 
the  number  of  his  patients  and  the  extent  of 
his  practice. 

The  doctor  now  retired,  after  leaving  no- 
tice that  he  would  call  again  in  a  day  or  two, 
in  order  to  see  if  the  duke  had  recovered  from 
the  inflammatory  symptoms  which  he  then 
exhibited.  But  he  was  not  aware  of  the  cause 
which  had  led  to  this  invitation  to  attend  his 
grace,  otherwise  he  would  not  have  been  so 
ready  to  offer  his  services.  The  duke,  it 
seems,  had  got  intoxicated  to  such  a  degree, 
that  his  servants  had  fallen  on  this  device  to 
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get  him  to  bed,  which  they  never  before  had 
been  able  to  do,  until  he  had  demolished  all 
the  furniture  of  the  house. 

The  doctor  and  James  now  proceeded  home, 
after  having  finished  this  singular  excursion, 
and  resolved  on  paying  a  visit  next  day  to  the 
duke,  in  order  to  feel  his  pulse,  and  adminis- 
ter some  cooling  medicine  for  counteracting 
the  symptoms  of  incipient  fever.  James  went 
to  bed,  but  he  could  not  sleep ;  for,  although 
he  had  conceived  a  good  opinion  of  the  doc- 
tor, it  was  now  considerably  altered  for  the 
worse,  from  seeing  him  act  so  foolishly  in  a 
state  of  intoxication.  He  allowed,  however, 
that  drink  never  made  him  mad  or  mischiev- 
ous, (as  he  had  recently  seen  it  do  in  the  case 
of  a  man  of  still  greater  respectability ;)  that 
he  never  drank  in  the  forenoon,  and  but  mo- 
derately during  dinner.  Neither  did  he  often 
drink  too  much  after  supper ;  and,  when  he 
happened  to  exceed,  he  was  all  good-nature 
and  affability. 
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These  circumstances  James  weiglied  mi- 
nutely ;  and  therefore  he  could  not  blame  the 
doctor  to  the  extent  he  was  otherwise  war- 
ranted to  do  from  that  day's  exhibition ; — 
but  he  could  not  find  any  similar  palliations 
for  the  duke's  conduct,  which  he  thought  ex- 
tremely preposterous.  He  well  knew  that 
persons  in  high  life,  from  their  education  and 
habits,  seldom  exceeded  in  any  thing  that 
was  low  or  disgraceful,  as  the  respectability  of 
their  station  in  society  prevented  them  from 
acting  in  any  manner  below  their  dignity ; — 
and  that,  whatever  frailties  might  otherwise 
attend  them,  they  were  in  general  true  to 
their  word,  generous  in  their  principles,  and 
decorous  in  their  conduct  ; — nay,  that  the 
taste  which  many  of  them  had  for  literature 
and  science  elevated  their  minds  above  all  low 
and  sordid  gratifications,  and  rendered  them 
superior  to  the  rest  of  mankind. 

Such  were  the  notions  that  influenced  James 
in  favour  of  the  great ;  for,  what  he  consider- 
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ed  due  to  them,  he  was  always  ready  and  will- 
ing to  allow, — notwithstanding  many  preju- 
dices he  entertained  against  them,  from  assum- 
ing to  themselves  peculiar  manners  and  punc- 
tilios of  conduct,  whereby  they  wished  to  be 
distinguished  from  the  generality. 

Indeed,  James  considered  the  great  as  a  par- 
ticular caste  in  every  community,  who  were  al- 
together distinct  from  the  general  mass  of  the 
population,  as  they  associated  only  among 
themselves,  and  were  governed  by  laws,  rules, 
and  regulations,  which  no  one  could  either 
alter  or  infringe  ;  and  therefore  he  conceived 
that  they  were  privileged  persons,  whose 
habits  of  life  he  could  not  even  attempt  to  re- 
form. He  also  thought  that  their  rank  in  so- 
ciety precluded  them  from  being  examples  to 
others  who  moved  in  a  lower  sphere  ;  for,  be- 
ing independent  in  point  of  fortune,  they  dis- 
dained to  engage  in  any  profession,  trade,  or 
employment,  and  thus  they  could  never  teach 
their  inferiors  a  lesson  of  industry  or  applica- 
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tion,  which  can  only  be  learned  by  engaging 
in  the  labours  of  active  life. 

This  exemption  from  the  necessity  of  exert- 
ing themselves  to  procure  subsistence,  James 
considered  as  very  disadvantageous  to  the 
great,  as  it  enervated  their  minds,  and  led  them 
to  indulge  in  frivolous  occupations  unsuitable 
to  the  dignity  of  rational  beings,  and  to  spend 
their  time  in  the  enjoyment  of  pleasures  and 
luxuries,  which  ministered  only  to  their  own 
gratification,  without  being  of  any  advantage 
to  others.  "  Of  what  use,"  thought  James, 
"  were  they  to  the  world,*'  and  even  how  un- 
known were  they  to  the  great  bulk  of  man- 
kind, whose  interest  was  his  chief  study,  and 
whose  welfare  was  his  greatest  happiness. 

"  Can  he,  who  with  the  tide  of  fortune  sails, 
More  pleasure  from  the  fruits  of  nature  share  ? 
Do  zephyrs  waft  him  more  ambrosial  gales, 
Or  do  his  groves  a  gayer  livery  wear  ?" 
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